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that I have inſiſted on 
thoſe two differing Texts, 


1 believe that 


gu, in the Choice of them, 
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I; was that our very differing Hearers 
might, each of them, have their ſuita- 
ble Portion of Meat in due Seaſon : 
I pray God your pious Defign, by 
the divine Bleſſing, may be remark- 
ably anſwer d. That, by the one, poor 
Sinners in their natural Eſtate may be 
aſſiſted to ſee, and lay to Heart, the 
Sinfulneſs, Miſery and Danger they are 
in ; and the Wrong they do to their 
own Souls, by ſinning againſt Jeſus 
Chriſt. If Men will not beware of 
Sin from that Conſideration, what 
may give us Hope that they will liſten 
to any thing that we can offer, as an 
Argument, to keep them from the 
Practice of Sin? O that the mighty 
Power of God might go along with 
this Word, effectually to perſuade and 
enable ſome to forſake their Sins, and 


take Pleaſure in making our Hearers 


but it n be no Argument of our 


to embrace the Saviour! We do not 
uneaſy, in telling them their Danger; 


Love 
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Love to them, to let them alone, to 
go on without Warning, but Cruelty 
and Unfaithfulneſs in us ; and this Ne- 
gle& would expoſe our ſelves to greater 
Danger. Whatever, therefore, they 
may think of us, in” our treating of 
ſuch Subjects as theſe ; it is our Faith- 
fulneſs to God, and our great Truſt; 
and our Love to and Care for the eter- 
nal Welfare of their precious Souls, that 
put us upon this Service. Knowing 
the Terror of the Lord, we perſuade 
Men. $735 


The other Theme is indeed mare 
grateful to us, and to all true Chri- 
ſtians ; Jeſus Chriſt is precious to every 
true Believer : And as it is a delightful 
Employment for us, to ſet forth Jeſus 
Chriſt in his Beauty and Fulneſs of 
Grace; ſo it is moſt grateful Tidings 
to all true Chriſtians ; and a Subject 
ſuitable to every hungry and thirſty Soul. 
And, O that I had been better prepared 


to 
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to treat of this moſt precious Subject! 
I hope I have treated of theſe things in 
Sincerity, and godly Simplicity, and 
with ſome Love and Delight: But I am 
ſenſible of the Meanneſs of the Per- 
formance. Yet, if what I have ſaid of 
Jeſus Chriſt, as precious to every true 
Believer, may render him more defira- 
ble, beautiful, glorious and excellent 
to any Souls, I have my chief End. I 
have, thro' the whole, ſtudied Plainneſs 
and Familiarity of Stile and Expreſſion, 


induſtriouſly avoiding any thing that 


might not be eaſily underſtood, even 
by the meaneft Capacities, who are 
willing, without Prejudice, humbly to 
take up the Doctrines of the Goſpel, as 
God has been pleaſed, in great Conde- 


ſcenſion, to reveal them to us. The 


whole Deſign of theſe Diſcourſes is to 
diſplay the Glory of - Jeſus Chriſt, and 
thereby to call Strangers to behold him, 
and look after an Intereſt in him; and 
to ſtrengthen the Faith and Experience 


of 


DEDICATION. vii 
of honeſt Chriſtians; and draw out 
their Love to, and higheſt Eſteem of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who, on all Accounts, is 
moſt worthy of it. 1 commit both this 
Work and you to the divine Protection 
and Bleſſing, and am, q 


Dear and honour'd Sir, 
Your Obliged $ ervant 


For Feſus Sake, 


W. N. 
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Moſt precious to every 
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Unto you therefore which believe, be is 
precious. — | 
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HE Words of our Text are 
[Sd an Inference from what the 
Se Apoſtle had quoted out of 
SN 
9: 


GN the Prophet J/aiab, as may 
de learnt by the Particle 
THERE TORE. Unto you 
therefore which believe, he is precious. 
Whatever is the miſtaken Opinion of others, 
concerning Chriſt, who never ſaw the King 
in his Beauty, with an Eye of Faith; that 
know nothing of him, but by the Hearing 
of the Ear; yet he muſt needs be precious 
B to 
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Vl Chrift mot precious 
i tb you that believe. Jeſus Chriſt, as Medi- 
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ator, is God's Elect ; God the Father has 
made him the Foundation and Corner- 
Stone of the Church, or ſpiritual Houſe : 
And as ſuch he 1s precious in the Sight of 
God himſelf. J. xxviii. 16. Thus ſaith 
the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Sion for a 
Foundation,” a Stone, a tried Stone, a preticus 
Carner-Stone, a ſure Foundation: He that be- 
lieveth ſhall not make haſte. He ſhall not be 
like one that makes too much haſte, he 
ſhall not be aſhamed or difappointed of his 
Hope. But what the Apoſtle affirms in our 
Text, is, that Jeſus Chriſt is precious alſo 
to"Believers. Now Tet us ſee how the A- 
poſtle introduces the Words, to make them 
an Inference from what God had ſpoken of 


- Jeſus Chriſt by the Prophet. 


1. THE Apoltle ſpeaks of Chriſt, the 
Object and Foundation of our Faith, un- 
der the Character of à living Stone. Ver. 4. 
And alſo expreſs'd the Duty and Intereſt 
of the People of God, with regard to him. 
To whom coming, as to a living Stone, difal- 
lowed indeed of Men, but choſen of God and 
precious, In which Expreſſions we may 
profitably obſerve the Parts following : 

(I.) Tu ar Jeſus Chriſt is call'd a living 
Stone. This is much the ſame as when he 1s 
call'd the Rock of Ages. The only ſure 
Foundation for Souls to reſt upon; as he 
is the invincible Strength, Support, Se- 
curity and Beauty of the whole Building of 
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germ. I. f every tnue Believer, 4 
God, the ſpiritual Houſe or Church of the 
living God, and the never-failing Founda- 


tion of our Reſt, and all our Hope of 
Grace and Glory. He is the Believer's ever- 


| laſting Foundation. Prov. x. 25. When le- 


ſus Chriſt is call'd a Foundation, it implies 
his Fitneſs to bear all the Weight of his 
ſpiritual Houfe. Every Thing that may be 
fir Materials for the ire Building, may 
not be fit to be laid in the Foundation : E- 
very living Stone is not fit to be made be 
Head. Stone of the Corner. Believers are fit 
Materials for the ſpiritual Houſe, but none 
of them all fit for a Foundation; they are 
all uſeful in their Places, but they are not 
fit for that Place ; Jeſus Chriſt only is the 
ſure Foundation and Corner-Stone. It is 
ſaid of Believers, Eph. ii. 20. are built 
upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets, Feſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Core 
ner-Stone, The Perſons of the Prophets 
and Apoſtles were not the Foundation for 
Souls to reſt upon, but the Doctrine of the 
Apoſtles and Prophets, and that is Chriſt, 

whom they all made the chief Subject of 
their Miniftry ; and the Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets themſelves, were built upon this 
Foundation. And other Foundatiæ can 1n9 
Man lay, than that is laid, or than God 
himſelf has laid, which is Jeſus Chriſt. 1 Cor. 
111.117, Thus it ſets forth the Security of 
the Church of Chriſt; tho' it may meer 
with ſhaking Storms of Perſecution - or 


B 2 Temptations 3 . 


+ Tejas, Chriſt moſt precious : 


Temptations; ſuch as would endanger the 
Overthrow of the Building, were it not for 
its Union with, and Relation to Jeſus Chriſt 
but being fixt upon him, who is the Rock 
of Ages, tho' the Winds and Floods may 
beat vehemently upon it, it falls not, but 
abideth for ever. The Church is not Pa 
upheld; by the mighty Power of God, 

the whole Creation is, but the Houſe of 
God. is upheld by its Union with Chriſt, 
that Foundation which God has laid ; and 
by Virtue of freſh Supplies of Grace out 
of his All-Fulneſs, That as their Day is, /o 
#beir Strength may be. And as Jeſus Chriſt 
is call'd a Stone, that is a Foundation, fo 
he is. calPd a living Stone, becauſe he hath 
Life in himſelf; he is the Original, Spring, 
and Fountain of it, and he gives Life to 
all others. He did ſo, in the firſt Creation, 
to all in Heaven and Earth. Col. i. 19. By 
bim were all Things created that are in Hea- 
ven, and tbat are on Earth, viſible and in- 
viſible, whether they be Thrones, or Dominions, 
or Principalities, or Powers; all Things were 
ereated by him and for him. And he gives 
ſpiritual Lite alſo, to all bis People; and 
— them living Stones in his ſpiritual 
Houſe: For he is the quickening Spirit. 
1 Cor. xv. 43. He brings dead Souls to 
ſpiritual Life. Fobn v. 25. The Hour cometh, 
and now is, when the. Deed ſhall hear the Vote 
of the Son of God, and they that bear ſhall 
live. And he preſerves and maintains that 
Life, 


Ini 


Serm. I. to every true Believer. & 
Life, and alſo gives. Eternal Life to whom 
he will, or to all that the Father had given 
to him. Fobn-xvn. 2. Thou haſt given him 
Power over all Fleſh, that he ſhould gi ve e- 
*zerna! Life to as many as thou, O Tauber, 
haſt given him. 

| (2.) Wx learn from the Apoſtle's Ex- 
3 3 preflionalſo, that all the People of God do 
f 4 come to Jeſus Chriſt, that is, they do believe 
. on him: Coming to Chriſt is believing on 
| F him. John vi. 35. He that cometh to me 
t Hall never hunger, and he that believeth on 
1 me hall never thirſt. One Expreſſion is de- 
C ſign'd to explain the other. This is a fre- 
o quent and familiar Expreſſion in Scripture, 
h do ſet forth that Faith whereby convinced 
Sinners receive and reſt upon Jeſus Chrift 
e alone for Salvation. And the Reaſon of 
this Deſcription of Faith is, becauſe all Un- 
5 believers are at a Diſtance from God, and 
2. from Jeſus Chriſt, Epb. ii. 13. Ye that were . 


n. = /ometime afar of, are made nigh by the Blood 
„, = of Jeſus Chriſt, But true Faith is a coming 
ro EE home to Jeſus Chriſt, and to God by him. 
es his is implied in that gracious Call of 
d Chriſt, to convinced, burdened Sinners, 
a4 Matt. xi. 28. Come unto me, all ye-that la- 
ir Dou and are heavy laden, with a Senſe of Sin, 
53 and I will give yon Reft. 

th, ; (3.) US REE VERS do not allow of Jeſus 


Chriſt, He is diſallowed indeed of Men: Not 
yall || of all Men, but of all that abide in Unbe- 
Ws | Hef; they don't like him; they refuſe or 
ife, B 3 reject 


* 


reject him. FHe is the Scone which the 
Builders, the Scribes and Phariſees and 
Chief-Prieſts, diſallowed, and left out of 
the Building. This was foretold by David, 
Pſal. cxviii. 22. The Stone, which the Builders 
refuſed, is become the Head-Stone of the Cor- 
ner. This is the Lord's doing, and it is mar- 
velous in our Eyes. It is wonderful, not on- 
ly that God ſhould lay ſuch a Foundation, 
for the fallen Race of Adam, while he neg- 
lected the Angels that fell, O ſovereign, 
rich, and free Grace of God towards finful 
Men! Bur that God ſhould do this in ſpite 
of Satan, and all other Enemies, both of 
Chriſt, and of his Method of Grace. This 
is like what is ſaid concerning Jeſus Chriſt, 
and his being Head over all Things to the 
Church, Pſal. ii. 6. Zet have 1 ſet my King 
upon my holy Hill of Zion. That js, I have 
done it, notwithſtanding all the Oppoſition 
that this Work has met with from Satan and 
his Inſtruments. 

(4.) Tu o' carnal Men reject Jeſus Chriſt, 
tho' they have no Eſteem for him, but 
they diſallow him, yet God the Father has 
choſen him, and has a ſuperlative Delight 


in him. „He is choſen of God and precious. 


By this we learn what very differing Treat- 
ment Jeſus Chrift meets with from God and 
Unbelievers. Carnal Men reje& him; but 
God has choſen him. 1 wit not 
have Chriſt to reign over them; but God 
the Father has given him the Goverment 
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b of both Worlds. Matt. xxviil. 18. All _ 
Poxogy is given to me, in Heaven and Eatth. 
J Unbelievers ſee no Beauty in him, for which 
> he ſhould be deſir'd; bot he is moſt pre- 
F cious in the Eſteem of God the Father: 
q So he ſpeaks here of Chriſt; In whom my 
- Sul delighteth. And ſo he does in other 
Places, This is my beloved Son, in whom 1 
5 = am well pleaſed. Matt. iii. 17. God the 
” XxX Father choſe him, and delights in him as 
» one, and indeed the only one, perfectly 
i fitted and qualified for the Work of Me- 
= diator between God and Men; who was 
JI and is both God and Man, and therefore 
8 intereſted in, and can lay his Hand upon 
, beth, Job ix. 33. He is a Surety for God 
0 and Men, and is concern'd for the Glory of 
2 God and the Salvation of Souls. 
0 2. Tae Apoſtle ſhews us the Agree- 
n ment between the Foundation and the Su- 
d perſtructure 3; ſuch as Jeſus Chriſt, the 
Foundation is, ſuch is the whole Building 
t, of the ſpiritual Houſe: That is, as Jeſus 
It * Chriſt himſelf is a living Stone; ſo they that 
iS are built upon him, are lively Stones, Ver. 
i WF. 5. z al/o, Believers in Chriſt, as lively 
. (Stones are built up a ſpiritual Houſe. Hence 
t- woe are inform'd, that the Goſpel Church, 
d conſiſting of true Believers, built upon 
ut WF Chriſt the Rock of Ages, is a more pre- 
ot cCious and valuable Building than the Tem- 
d | ple of Solomon; tho? that was compoſed of 
nt | very coſtly Materials, Silver and Gold, &c. 
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8 Jeſus Chriſt moſt precious 
yet theſe were but dead Materials; but 
God's ſpiritual Houſe is compoſed of living 
Stones, or of Souls made alive by the 
Grace of God. Moreover, the material 
Temple was built by Men; but the ſpiritual 
Houſe is the Building of God; its Founda- 
tion was of God's laying; 5 Behold, ſays God, 
T lay in Sion, for a Founaation, a tried Stone. 
And the Building of Souls upon Chriſt, is 
of God. None come to, or believe on 
him but fuch as the Father draws. John vi. 
44. God, by his Spirit and Grace, thro” 
the Goſpel, makes them living Stones, and 
then puts them into the ſpiritual Building, 
Miniſters * Jeſus Chriſt in the Foundation, 
1 Cor. iii. As a wiſe Maſtcr- Builder, I 
Have laid hs en, that is, in my Mi- 
niſtry, I have ſet forth Jeſus Chriſt as the 
only Foundation that God himſelf has laid 
for Souls to reſt upon for Salvation. Be— 
lievers are here call'd a ſpiritual Houſe, in 
oppoſition to the material Temple; and 
ſpiritual, as they are endowed with, the 
Spirit of Grace, and with, the Graces of the 
Spirit; and whoſe Care it is to walk in the 
Spirit, and by the Rule of the Word of 
God; and the Materials of this Houſe, are 
ſuch as are Spiritually-minded. And as 
they are built upon Chriſt, the only ſure 
Foundation, fo hey are builded tegether | tor 
an Habitation of God thro the Spirit, by the 
Bond of Faith in Chriſt, and the Doctrines 
of the Goſpel. 
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Serm. I. to every true Believer,” - 


5 3. Wx are alſo inform'd of the Uſe and 
8 Service of this ſpiritual Houſe, it is defign'd 
: that in it ſpiritual Sacrifices may be offer'd 
1 up to God. The Deſign of the Temple 
| was to offer Sacrifice, and ſo 1s the Goſpel- 


- FX Church; accordingly-this ſpiritual Houſe 
„ does not want its Prieſts, to offer up Sa- 
?, M7 crifices to God, for Believers are a ſpiritual 
s Pirieſtbeod. Ver. 5. Te alſo as lively Stones 
n are built up a ſpiritual Houſe, an holy Prieſt- 
J. Hood, to offer up ſpiritual Sacriſices. Every Be- 
” liever is not call'd of God to the Work of 


d the Miniſtry, and yet, as they are made 


J. Prieſts unto God, Rev. i. 6. ſo they have 
1, fomething daily to offer; they are to pre- 
[ = ſent their whole Man, Soul and Body, 
i- XZ their Prayers and Praiſes, and even their 
e Lives; theſe are their living Sacrifices. 
d Kom. xii. 1. I beſeech you therefore Brethren,, 
e- byte Mercies of God, that you preſent your 
in Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable un- 
d IR to God, which is your reaſonable Service. 


e 4. TH E beſt Service that the People 
re of God can offer unto him, will never find! 


he Acceptance without Jeſus Chriſt, - If his 
of FF Merits and Righteouſneſs are left out, or 
re i it is not done in his Name, all will be re- 


as jected. 27 are an holy Prieftboed, to offer up: 
re WM /piritual Sacriſices, acceptable to God, by Fe- 
or 7s Chrift: He is the Golden Altar that ſane- 


fons and Services. Qur Perſons cannog 
make 9ur Duties accepted, neither can our 
B 5 Ser vices 


he tifies all our Gifts. Rev. vii. 3. We are: 
& accepted only in He Beloved, both in Per- 


10 Jos Chrift mot: precious 
Services make our Perſons accepted with 
God; for indeed they cannot procure their 
own Acceptance. It is not the Multitude 
of our Prayers, or the Fervency of our 
Spirits in them, nor the Sincerity of our 

earts in Duty, that gives us Acceptance 
with God but only the Merits of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. Where we leave our Souls, 
there we muſt: leave all our Duties, even 
with the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that both may 
be accepted of God in him. 

| We may! obſerve what Method the 

Apoſtle takes to confirm the Truths that he 
had before laid down; and that is by infa]- 
lible Proofs taken from the Writings of 
the Prophets. Ver. 6. Wherefore it is con- 
tain'd in the Scriptures, Behold, 1 lay 7 
Sion a chief Corner-Stone, elect, precious, and 
he that believeth in him ſhall not be confounded. 
This is taken from Ja. xxviii. 16, with a 
little Variation; wherein we may obſerve 
theſe Parts. 

(I.) Tuar 1 in the great Concerns of Re- 
ligion, or in the Matters of Faith, Wor- 
ſhip, and Chriſtian Practice, or in Things 
concerning the eternal Welfare of our Souls, 
we ſhould take Care that all is well founded 
upon, and directed by the Word of God; 
that's the Standard, unto which we are to 
bring all our Doctrines, and all our difter- 
ing Modes of Worſhip; and theſe are good 
or bad, as they are found to agree unto, or 
differ from, it. Common Cuſtoms, or long 

Uſages 
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ow. I. ' —_—_ true Ebauer "TH 
Uſages of Men, tho' many, great, wiſe or 
learned, cannot be a certain and fafe Rule 
for us to walk by, in Matters of God and 
our Souls; but all muſt be directed and 
meaſured by the Word of God, 1/a. viii. 20. 
To the Law and to the Teſtimony : If they 
= /peak not according to this N ord, there is 10 

. *® Light in them. 
N 5 (2.) Tus Lord Jeſus Chriſt i is that Bow 
y daation, which God himſe} has laid in Sion 


| for Souls to fix upon; this is the Lord's. 
e doing. God the Father laid him in his 
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e eternal Council; he ordain'd him to be a 
l. 2X Surety and Mediator between God and 
f FF Men. 1 Pet. i. 20. Who verily was fore-or- 


= Xt daw'd, before the Foundation of the World, 


2 ut was manifeſt in theſe laſt Times for you, 
4 eb by him do believe in God. Before the 
1. 11 World had a Foundation, God the Father 
a laid Jeſus Chriſt for the Foundation of the 


e 1 Church. And God allo laid Jeſus Chriſt for 
2 Foundation, as he gave him his Qualifica- 
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e- tions for his Work, as Mediator; he richly 
r- anointed him with his Spirit, or gave the 
58 Spirit, not by Meaſure unto him. Ja. xi. 
Ss, 23, 3, 4. The Spirit of the Lord ſhall reſt upon 
d MZ Lim, the Spirit of Miſdom and Underſlanding, 

; be Spirit of Counſel and Might, the Stirit of 
o Kore ledge and of the Fear of the Lord, and 


r- Hall make him of quick Underſtanding, and be 
d Hall not judge after the Sight of his Eyes, nor 
or WW reprove after the Hearing of bis Ears, but 
g WR with Righteouſneſs fhall be judge the Poor. 

5 B. 6 Theſe 


12 Feſus Chriſt moſt precious 
Theſe Qualifications for his Mediatory 
Work are God's ſealing him, or ſetting his 
Mark of Approbation on him. John vi. 27. 
Labour not for the Meat which periſbeth, but 
for that Meat which endureth to everlaſting 
Life, which the Son of Man ſhall give to you : 
for him hath God the Father ſealed. Jeſus 
Chriſt can give great and glorious Gifts to 
-his Diſciples ; becauſe God the Father has 
ſealed him, as he made him a Treaſury of 
Grace for his People. And the Father 
ſealed him alſo, as he ſent a Voice from 
Heaven, ſaying, This is my beloved Son, in 
whom 1 am well pleaſed. Thus he did at his 
-Baptiſm, Matt. in. 17. And ſo he did at 
his Transfiguration, Matt. xvii. 3. And it 
was God the Father that gave to Jeſus 
Chriſt his publick Miſſion, to go as his 
chief Prophet, to preach the Goſpel with 
great Succeſs, Ta. Ixi. 1. Thz Spirit of the 
Lord God is upon me; becauſe he hath anointed X 
me to preach good Tidings to the Meek, he 
bath ſent me to bind ap the Broken-hearted, 4 
to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, and the 
opening of the Priſon to them that are bound; 

to prociaim the acceptable Year of the Lord. x 
(3.) Wn it is ſaid that Jeſus Chriſt is 8 
laid of God for a Foundation in Sion; we 
are to underſtand it, that it is for the Mem- 
bers and Children of Sion, or thoſe that 
believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; thoſe 
whom the Father gave to Chriſt; and thoſe 
that leave their Souls with him, a0 ſubmit 
to 
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to his Righteouſneſs and Government. O- 
thers remain upon their own natural Stock, 
or a ſandy Foundation; 
cation, Acceptance with God, and a Title 
to eternal Life, unto their own Works and 


truſting for Juſtifi- 


Duties: They, like the Jeros, being igno- 
rant of God's Righteouſneſs, go about to eſta- 
bliſh their own Righteouſneſs,” and to not ſub- 
mit to the Righteouſneſs of God; which Jeſus 
Chriſt wrought our, as our Surety with God 

and brought in by the Preaching of the 
For therein alone the juſtifying 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is revealed. And 
the ſame Goſpel declares, that fallen Man 
can never be juſtified before God by any 
Works of Righteouſneſs of his own. Tit. ini. 
6. Not by Works of Righteouſneſs which we 


have done, 2 by bis Mercy he ſaved us. Gal. 
ii. 16. By the Works of the Law ſhall no Fleſh 


living be juſtified. Tit. iii. 7. That beirg juſti- 


| fie 'd by has Grace, we ſhould be made Ileirs, ac- 


cording to the Hope of eternal Life. 

4.) Tue Doctrine of God's laying the 
** Jeſus Chriſt at the very Foundation 
of our holy Religion, deſerves our cloſeſt 
and moſt ſerious Attention, and Admira- 
tion; this T gather from the common Uſage 
of the Word BEHOLD ! Bebold IT lay in 
Sion, &c. Three Things feem to be in- 
tended in it. 

1. ] BERnoLD it with Wonder. O won- 
derful Grace and Goodneſs of God towards 
loft Sinners when they might have been 


left 
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left to ſink into the bottomleſs. Pit 3 and 
God might have glorified his Juſtice; Truth 


and Holineſs, in their. eternal Deſtruction; 


but ſovereign, rich and free Grace, pro- 
vided a Saviour for them: And God did it, 
not from any foreſight of their Goodneſs; 
but becauſe it ſo ſeemed good in his Sight. 


The Work is the Lord's; this is the Lord's 


doing, and it is marvelous in our Eyes, on 
the account of the Greatneſs, the Seaſon- 
ableneſs and free Grace of the Proviſion. 


This Foundation is laid for the Glory of 


God, and for the Safety of the Church. 


La. xiv. 32. What fhall one anſtoer the Mes 


ſengers of the Natien ? The Lord bath founded 
Sion, and the Poor of his People fhall trwſ} 
in it, And it is built and eſtabliſh'd upon 
Chriſt, the Rock of Ages: upon him that 
ſupports Heaven and Earth : And there- 
fore Sion cannot be removed. P/a/. cxxv. 1. 


They that truſt in the Lord, fhall be as Mount 


Sion, which cannot be removed, but abigeth. 


for ever. Here's a ſure Foundation for thy 
Soul to reſt upon. | 
I.] BerorLD it, that is, make this Act 
of divine Grace the Matter of your ſerious 
Study, and Adoration, ſo the Word is 
uſed, Rom. xi. 22. Behold the Geodneſs and 
Severity of God, towards them which fell Se— 
verity, but towards thee Goodneſs. It is ſpoken 
with relation to God's rejecting the Jetos, 


for their Unbelief ; and God's ſovereign 


Grace, in taking inthe Sinners of the Gen- 
| tiles: 
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tiles: So may it be ſaid with reſpect to the 
very differing Proceeding of God with fallen 
Angels and Men: God, of his mere ſove- 
XX reign Grace, provided a Saviour for fallen 
Man, but left the Angels, that fell, to fink 
WE eternally, in their juſt, deſerv'd Miſery. 
One is ſaved by an Act of Grace, the others 
XX reſerved in Chains under Darkneſs, to the 
judgment of the great Day. And yet God 


the Angels. In this reſpect we may, ſay, 
X Behold the Goodneſs and Severity of God; 
to them that are left without a Saviour, 
Severity; and to them that are recover'd, 
Z Goodneſs. ' Behold and adore the ſovereign 
free Grace of God to Men. : Ea 
Z [3.] BenorLd it, with Joy and Gladneſs; 
XX ſo the Word is uſed. Matt. xxi g. Tell the 
Daug bier of Sion, Behold, thy King cometh 
uno thee, He comes with Commiſſion and 
Authority 2% ſeek and to ſave that which was 
. XX 7oft. He comes with an Act of Grace, for 
Rebels, from the King of Heaven; and 
with Tidings of a free Pardon for the chief 
& Pof Sinners; and he comes with Treaſures 
as of Grace for the Poor. O how welcome 
is A ſhould Jeſus Chriſt and his good Tidings be 
ud to convinced Sinners! WithJoy and Thank- 
fulneſs, all ſhould embrace him and ſay, 
= £lefed be he that cometh in the Name of the 
Lord. — God is the Lord, who hath ſhewed 
„ Light. O give Thanks unto the. Lord: for 


he ts good, for bis Mercy endureth for ever. 
Plal, cxviii. 26, 29. (5.0 


was no way obliged to Man, more than to 
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5 SC: 
5) We are to obſerve that the very de 
ſims: Perſon, who was before called a living the 
Stone, is in this ſixth Verſe, calPd, the chief H. 
Corner Stone, that is, the Strength and of 
Beauty of the ſpiritual Building. The Lord ne 

W Jeſus Chriſt is the Glory of the Goſpel- Al 
Church, Eph. v. 27. That he might preſent and 
ö # to himſelf a glorious Church, not having Spot Fo 
or Wrinkle, or any ſuch Thing; but that it ſhould M. 

be Holy and without Bl:mijh. Solomon's Temple RF my 
was one of the moſt magnificent and coftly frre 
Buildings in the World, but that was but a WM abs 
Type indShadow oftheGofpelChurch,which 7 

is compoſed of living Stones, built upon je- ye 
fus Chriſt, the Foundation of God's laying. But 


God that had choſen Sion had promiſed, to 
Ta. liv. 11. 1 will lay thy Stones with fair 
Cclours, and I will lay thy Foundation with = an 
Sapphires. This was never literally done, De: 
or intended to be done, for the Zewih p | 
Church; but take it ſpiritually, and ſo Gd to. 
de ſign'd it ſhould be done for the Goſpel 4 i Sto 
Church. And the Meaning is, That they 
ſhould be bleſs'd with Purity of Goſpel- all 
Doctrines; with a great Variety of Gifts is a 
and Graces ; with heavenly Wiſdom and 
Underſtanding, with ſaving Knowledge of 
God in Chriſt ; and with the powerful and 
gracious Preſence of God, and with thoſe 

Effuſions and Influences of the Holy Spirit, fe ſſi 
and ſuch Love and Unity among the Diſci- thy 
ples of Jeſus Chriſt, that ſhould be unſpeak= X 
wy better than all the Beauty and: Gran- 
| daun 


ooh 
© 
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deur of Solomon's Temple. Hence we learn 
ce Security as well as the Glory of the 
Houſe of God: ForJeſus Chriſt, the Rock 
of Ages, is the ſure Foundation and Cor- 
ner. Stone, the Strength and Glory of it. 
All the Storms and Floods of Perſecution 
and Temptation, can never overthrow it: 
For it is founded upon Jeſus Chriſt the Rock. 
28 Matt. xvi. 18. Upon this Rock I will build 
= my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall not 
XZ 7revail againſt it. Pſal. xIvin. 12. Walk 
= abort Sion, tell the Towers thereof; mark ye 
= well ber Bulwarks,' confider her Palaces, that 
- pe may tell it to the Generation following. 
z. But David knew that God himſelf is more 
1. to his People than all theſe Things: there- 
rr fore he adds, For this God is our God for ever 
hb and ever, and he will be our Guide even to 
> MF Death. — Now, troubled: Souls, here you 
/ FR may caſt the Anchor of your Hope, even 
to Jeſus Chriſt, the Foundation and Corner- 
el Stone of God's laying, here it will never 
-y | come home, but be ſure and ſtedfaſt. Caft 


| — 
8 a „ N oe” es 
l þ ww * 8 "nes 200 5. "i = 5 " "<Z 5 "Rs 
WE of A < 9 0 3 3 
. A : - 


dl 0. Vs YA > Wo & 0 I” OE. 


1- IF al! the Weight of thy Soul upon him, he 
ts is able to ſuſtain thee ; thou art weak, but 
jd be is ſtrong ; he is mighty to fave ; no other 


of KM Foundation is ſafe to reft thy Soul upon. 
i& i Thy Profeſſion, thy good Intentions, thy 


ſe good Deſires, thy good Works, thy Con- 
it, teſſions, thy Prayers, thy Reformations, 
oi thy own Righteouſneſs, if truſted to, will 


prove but a ſandy Foundation, that will 
leave the Soul diſappointed at laſt. Bleſſed 
be 


Ser! 


you 
will 
Che 
Lupo 
60 
4 1 to | 
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be God for Jeſus Chriſt a ſure F oundation 
for Souls to reſt upon. 

(6.) Tug Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is the | 
Foundation and Corner Stone, of the ſpi- 
ritual Houſe of God, is here call'd God's 
Ele: That is, choſen of God the Father, 
to the great Work of a Surety and Media- Chr 
tor; a Days- Man, that might lay his Hand and 
upon both, that is upon God and Men, ; and 
Job ix. 33. As Jeſus Chriſt was every way for 


fitted to take on him the Concerns of God's 3 Ss ( 
Honour, and the Salvation of Souls; ſo { 155 
God the Father committed all to him. I Lit v 

Hence learn, the entire Harmony and | Goc 
Agreement of the divine Perſons, in all Beli 


the Affairs of Sinner's Salvation. Has God 1 Goc 
the Father choſen Jeſus Chriſt to the Office 4 oul! 


of a Surety and Mediator between God:and and 
Men, and laid him for a Foundation and WMupo 
Corner: Stone for the Houſe of God; then 4 thei 
here's the Act of the Father and the Con- hav 


ſent of the Son to ſtand in this Place, for © ſole 


the eternal Salvation of his People. the! 

Has God the Father choſen him to the 2 
Office of a Saviour; ſhould not every one E the: 
of you chooſe him to? Can you chooſe bet- ! the 
rer for your ſelves? A better Foundation; Xvi. 
a better Head and Lord; a better Treaſure; Me. 


a better Friend and Advocate? If God has ati. 


committed all the Concerns of his own Xx his 
Glory into the Hands of Jeſus Chriſt ; | IF 20 
ſhould not you commit all the Concerns of Sur, 
your Soul's Salvation to him? Whither can in h 
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n you go, with Satety, but, ro him? God 

vill cake it very ill, if you reflect upon his 
* Choice: For what a Reflection, will it be 
i- upon Infinite Wiſdom, not to fall in with 
's God's Choice and Appointment; that is, 
r, [ to look for Salvation, alone from, Jeſus 


a- WT Chriſt; The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is both able 
2d 4 and faithful to fave all that come to him, 
n, 3 and truſt in him, but there is no Salvation 
ay WM for Souls in any other. Acl. iv. 12. 
I's 1 ..) Ir is added, that to God the Father, 
ſo | Wet: Chriſt is precious; Elect. precious. So 
it was faid before, that he was, choſen / of 
a God and precious. All true. Penitents, 
all q © Believers in Jeſus Chriſt, and Children of 
od God, as they are an with the Righte- 
ice ouſneſs of Chriſt; as they bear his Image, 


nd and are comely, thro? his Comelineſs pur 
nd 1 upon them; and all that have choſen God for 
len their God and Father in Jeſus Chriſt; and 
on- bave taken hold of his Covenant; and moſt 


for A Len, dedicated themſelves to the Lord; 
theſe are all the dear Children of God. 
the pb. v. 1. God the Father dearly loves 
one chem, for the ſake of his Son; as they love 
hate i the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity. Jobn 
on; xi. 27. The Father himſelf loveth you, berauſe 
re: » hade loved me. But Jeſus Chriſt is ſuper- 
e precious to God the Father, "For 
bis own lake; as he is his eternal Son, and 


Wn tz 

iſt; 1 J 110, as he has choſen him to the Office of a 
of Surety and Mediator: So his Delight was 
an in him, from Everlaſting, Prov. viii. go. 


1 was 
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J was daily, or continually, his Delight. 


(8.) Tax Happineſs of every one that 
believes in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is expreſs'd 


in the ſame Words; every one that re- 
ceives and reſts upon and truſts in, Chriſt 
and his Righteouſneſs. Of ſuch it is here 


ſaid; He ſhall not be confounded, He ſhall 
not be overtaken with Surprize; he ſhall 
not be diſappointed of his Hope; he ſhall 
not be Condemned ; he ſhall ſtand juſtified 
before God, thro? the perfect Righteoul- | 
neſs of Chriſt; he ſhall never come into 
Condemnation, and he ſhall be kept by 


the Power of God, thro' Faith to Salvati- 


ON, 

6. Wx come now to the juſt Inference, 
that the Apoſtle draws from what he had 
quoted out of the Prophet; and his Infe- 
rence is, the Words of our Text, and it is 
very natural. That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
7s precious to every true Believer. Seing Jeſus 
is the Choſen of the Father, and precious 
to him as ſuch; every one that beholds him 
with an Eye of Faith, muſt needs count 


him fo too. When Jeſus Chriſt is calPd 2? 4 
God's Elect, or is ſaid to be choſen by the 


Father; it is not intended of his Sonſhip ; 
for ſo he was by Nature, but choſen of God 
to be a Surety for Sinners with God; and 


as Mediator between God and Men, All 4 
God's adopted Children are ch into that 1 


Relation, who were not ſo before; this is 
a Gift beſtowd upon them: There was a4 


. 


* Time 
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Time when they were not the Children of 
God: but Jeſus Chriſt was ſo from all Eter- 
* Inity; there never was a Time, when Jeſus 


e- J was not the Son of God. But he 1s 
iſt | God's Ele&, as he is Medaitor; ſo he is 
re choſen of God and precious, to be the Foun- 
all dation, the Reſt and Strength, the Beauty 


all Fand Glory of Sion. Hence he is precious 
all to Believers; he is moſt honourable, being 
ed both God and Man; the Creator and Up- 
uſ- holder of all; the Head of all Principality 
to and Powers, the ſovereign Lord of Heaven 
by and Earth, King of Nations, and King of 


itt- Sion; the Head of the Goſpel Church; the 

the Saviour of the Body; the Fountain and 
ce, Treaſury of all Grace; the Lover of Souls, 
nad and one that ſtands in all Relations to his 
fe- People; he that appear'd in their very Na- 
t is 5 ture, eſpouſed their Cauſe, bare their Sins, 


riſt paid their Debts, purchaſed their Lives, 


ſus WM ſhed his precious Blood for them, and 
ous ever lives in Heaven, to make Interceſſion 
1m for them; he that is a merciful and faithful 


unt High- Prieſt, that can pity the ignorant, 
Id 2 3 and ſuch as are out of the Way; he that 
the WF hath Gifts in his Hands for Men, for the 
ip; Rebellious that God the Lord may dwell 
30d # mens them; he that has opened their Eyes, 


and that has ſaved them from the loweſt Hell; 

All“ 4 he that has cloathed their naked Souls, and 
that | cleanſed them with his precious Blood, and 
is is F enriched them with his Treaſures of Grace 


as a | 
ime | 


he that has made them Heirs of Eternal 
Lite, 
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22 FYeſus Chriſt moſt previous © 
Life; and intends to take them Home to 
himfelf, that where he is there they may be 
alſo. Well might the Apoſtle infer this 


Truth from the Premiſes; To yeu therefore 


which believe, be is precious. Confidering 
Jeſus Chriſt in his Natures, in his Offices, 
in his Benefits, how great and many,” how 
ſuitable and ſeaſonable, and how freely 
wrought in them, and beſtow'd upon them, 
well might the Lord Jeſus Chriſt be very 
precious to every Believer— This is the 
main thing, that J am directed, by our Text, 
to conſider; and I delign to keep my 
Thoughts cloſe to the Theme; but I ſhall 
take the Liberty to detain you a little in 
taking notice of thoſe Expreſſions, that 
immediately follow, in the Verſe, where 
our Text is. But unto them that are Diſobe- 
dient, the Stone which the Builders diſallowed, 
the ſame is made the Head of the Corner, and 
a Stone of. Stumbling, and a Rock of Offence, 
even to them that Stumble at the Word. 

In which Expreſſions, let us obſerve 
theſe things. 

(1.) How Unbelievers are deſcribed ; 
they are diſobedient. Unbelief is Diſobe— 
dience to a plain Command. 1 John, ini. 23. 
This is His Commandment, that we ſhould be- 
lieve on the Name of his Son Feſus Chriſt, 
On the other Hand Believers are called O- 
bedient Children. 1 Pe. i. 14. But Un- 
be lie vers obey not the Word. 1 Pet. iv. 17. 
What ſhall be the End of them that obey | 
not the Goſpel? (2.) OB- | 


erm. I. 0 every true Believer. 23 
h OnszRVR what is affirm'd of Unbe- 
nevers; in two Expreſſions; They difallow 
'Y of Jeſus Chriſt, and they ſtumble at him. A 

li.] They di/allow of this ſure Foundation, 
ind this precious Corner-Stone. -P/al. 
evil. 22. The Stone which the Builders diſal- 
owed; the Builders were the Scribes and 
Phariſees and Chieft-Prieſts; theſe rejected 
eſus Chriſt, they would not allow him to 
be the Meſſias and Saviour; the Object of 
Ine Faith of Sinners. And it had been well 
if this Diſaffection to Jeſus Chriſt had ſtop'd 
among the Jews; but alas! this fata! Sin 
11 8s ſpread among the Gentiles alſo. Some 
1 That will be called by the Name of Chriſt, 
i will wear their own Apparel, Tſai. iv. 1. or 
> 8 ruſt to their own Works, and not ſubmit 0 


-. = be Righteouſneſs of God. 
1, X 2.] Ir is faid alſo, that they S:umbled at 
„ im. Jeſus Chriſt is to Unbelievers a 


p Stumbling- Stone; but he is ſo to none but 
Niſobedient, proud Souls. But they had 
* peed look to themſelves. They that 

Stumble at a Stone do not hurt the Stone, 


1: | but themſelves: And thoſe that ſtumble at 
15 Neſus Chriſt, don't hurt him, but they in- 

hure their own Souls. They that fall upon 
3 bis Stone /oall be broken, but on whomſoever 


# t ſhall fall, it will grind him to Powder. 
What will vain Men get by quarrelling with 
: che Doctrines of Chriſt, and his Way of 
Salvation by free Grace. | 
. if [3.] How ,ꝰ 


4 
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I⸗3. ] How the diſobedient make it appear, 
that they (tumble at Chriſt himſelf; and that 


is by ſtumbling at the Doctrines of the Goſ- N 


pel. Even to them that ſtumble at the Word, 


[t. Sou of old ſtumbled at the Mean- 
neſs of Chriſt's appearing in the World, 
Matt. xiii. 3. I not this the Carpenter's WY 
Son? Is not his Mother called Mary; and bis 


Brethren James and Joſes, and Simon and Ju- 
das? and they were offended in him. Or they 


ſtumbled-at him. The Lord of Heaven 5 


and Earth would not allow himſelf a Place 
where to lay his Head; that he might teach 
his Diſciples to be content with ſuch things 


as they have, tho' they may be but mean. 


[2, Some of old ſtumbled at the Mean- 
neſs of Chriſt's Attendance; not Princes and 
Nobles of the Earth, but a few Fiſher— 
Men were choſen by him, to be his Heralds, 
to proclaim the King of Heaven and Earth, 
and his Meſſage of Pardon, Grace and Sal- 
ation, for the chief of Sinners. Theſe RM 
were deſpiſed, by the Scribes and Phariſees, 
becauſe they had not been educated in their 


Schools; but God made up that Defect, | le 


by the wonderful Gift of his Spirit; they 


were taught of the Lord, and made 4e 
Miniſters of the New Teſtamen:; and the 
Hand of the Lord was with them, and grea: il 
Multitudes were turned to the Lord, by 
their Miniſtry, God commits the rich 


Treaſure of the Goſpel to Earthen Veſſels, 1 
that himſelf may have all the Glory of its 
| Succels | 


Serm. I. io ever) trut \Believer;. 2 
W Succeſs upon the Souls of Men. 2 Cor. iv. 7. 
And thus it is with thoſe that are called 
to embrace Jeſus Chriſt and his Doctrines 30 
not the wiſe Men after the Fleſh, not the 
mighty and noble; but Perſons of low” 


Circumſtances, and of mean Capacities to 
ew the Sovereignty of divine Grace; that 


[1 


= MW; Cor. i. 26—. | 


y X [3. Ornerxs ſtumbled at Jefus Chriſty” 
n "hat he, who came to be the Saviour of Men, 


e as himſelf Crucified. 1 Cor. i. 23. Ve 


no Fleſh might glory in his Preſence. 


1 


h preach Chriſt crucified, to the eus a Stumb- 
zs ing Block, and to the Greeks Fooliſhneſs. But 

n. the Doctrine of the Croſs is no Matter f 
1 


Ptumbling or Offence to Believers: For 
1d Whey know that all their ſpiritual and eter- 
r- pal Mercies are obtained thro? the Death 
is, of Chriſt: Therefore as Jeſus Chriſt is not 
Iſhamed to own that he was once among 
Ihe dead; Rev. i. 18. Jam be that liveth 
eſe d was dead, and behold JI am alive for ever- 
es, _- So his Diſciples indeed, glory in the 
cir Froſs of Chriſt, The Apoſtle, as an excel- 
ct. nt Pattern to Miniſters, inſiſted much upon 
ey is Doctrine; 1 Cor. ii. 2. I have determin'd 
ie 1% know any thing among you, bu, Feſus 
he it and him crucified: For truly, as ſuch, © 
eat eis the immediate Object of the Faith of 
Ly onvinced Sinners. And ſuch as do not 
ich Mok to, and embrace Jeſus Chriſt as cruci- 
ls, Ned, can never count him precious. 
its 4. Sou ſtumble at the Doctrine of Re- 


els | C generation; 
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generation z or the Neceſſity of being born 
again, or born from Heaven; or reſtoring 
of the Image of God, or of Chriſt upon the 
Soul; tho* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt preach'd 
and affirm'd the Neceſſity of it, in order 
to Salvation. Jobn. iii. 3, 5. Reformation, 
and common Profeſſion will not carry Men 
to Heaven, without the Change of their 
Souls; Thoſe that are not made New- Crea- 
tures, or conform'd to the Image of the Son 
of God, can never count him precious. 
[5. Sou ſtumble at the Doctrine of the 
Divinity of our Saviour, and his Equality 
with the Father. They ſtudy to diſtinguiſh 
and expound away ſome of the moſt impor- 
tant Texts of Scripture; and wreſt the 
Scriptures, to their own Deſtruction. Phil. 
ii. 6. Who [ Jeſus Chriſt] being in the Form 
of God, and thought it not Robbery to be 
equal with God, but made himſelf of no Repu- 
tation, and took upon him the Form of a Ser- 
vant, If Jeſus Chriſt was not very God; 
truly and properly God, by Nature as well 
as by Office; he cannot be the true Meſſias 
who was to be both God and Man; The 
Everlaſting Father, as well as a Child born; ⁵ 
and the Mighty God, or the great God, as 
well as Man, And if he were not a, it 


would be the higheſt Idolatry to worſhip 


him. If he were no more than a Creature, 
tho? a thouſand times greater than the high- W 
eſt Angel, yet there could be no Merit in 
his Obedience and Death; for tho' his Obe- 
dience 


"4 : 


| 


dience is a thouſand times better than 


ters yet it is not better than it 'ought t 
ve, or than is due from him to bis Crea- 


It is a great Mercy to be help'd 


over this ſtumbling Block; till then, none 


Ver. 6. The Lord laid upon him the Ini 
Fus all; and hence it is ſaid, Ver. g. 
as wounded for our Tranſereſſions, he was 


can count Jeſus Chriſt precious. 


[6, OrnERS ſtumble at the Doctrine of 


X Chriſt's ſetting himſelf as a Surety for his 
People, to make Satisfaction to Divine 


FT uſtice for our Sins, tho* theſe Things lie 
exceeding plain in the Word of God. Heb. 


vii. 22. By ſo much was Jeſus made a Surety 


wf a better Teſtament. And accordingly it 
as ſaid, J. lili. 4, 5, 6. He hath born our 
Grieß, and carried our Sorrows z explain'd, 


ne? 


Pruiſed for our Iniquities, the Chaſtiſement of 
gur Peace was upon him, and by his Stripes 


toe are healed. And thus he was deliver'd 


"For our Offences, and raiſed again for our 


Juſtification. The Faith of this Grace of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, renders him pre- 


Eious to all his Diſciples. 


[7. Sou ſtumble at the Doctrine of im- 


*Duted Righteouſneſs, They don't like to 


Pear the Doctrines of free Grace preach'd; 


hey had rather hear of Man's own Power 
Ind free Will; and to make Man his own 
Sa v1our. 


rife of a Sinners Juſtification by Faith in 


They are offended at the Doc- 


W-2 the 
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the Righteouſneſs, wrought out, and 
brought, in, by Chriſt,, as our Surety. 
Rom. ix. 30. : What ſball we, ſay then, that. 
the Gentiles; which followed not after Righte- 
ouſueſs, have attain'd to the Law of Righteouſ- 
neſs, even the Righteouſneſs which is of Frith: 
But Iſrael which followed after the Law of 
Righteouſneſs, have not attain'd to the Law f 
Righteouſneſs z Wherefore * Or how came. 

the Jews, to miſs of a yuſtifying Righteouſ- 
neſs? The Anſwer is, becauſe they ſought it, 
nat. by. Faith, but by the Works of the Lav. 
Now obſerve the Reaſon that the Apoſtle 
gives of their remaining unjuſtified. They 
ſtumbled. at that Pumbling Stone. That is, 
at, the Doctrine of imputed Righteouſneſs, 
which every humble Diſciple of Chriſt ſub- 
mits unto, and deſires to be cloathed with. 
And whatever Profeſſor is otherwiſe minded, 
can never count Jeſus Chriſt precious. 

[S. Oruxxs are offended and ſtumble at 
the Doctrine of God's Sovereignty in the 
Diſtribution of his Grace. Proud Man can- 
not bear to hear, what Jeſus Chriſt thought 
needful to preach, Luke iv. 25. — { tell you 
of a Truth, many Widows were in Iſrael, in 
the Days of Elias, when the Heavens were 
(ut up three Tears and ſix Months, when 


great Famine was throughout all the Land; but 
ungo none of them was Elias ſent, ſave unto ix 

Sarepta, a City of Sidon, unto a Woman that lx 
was a Widow. And many Lepers were in 


Iirael, in the Time of Eliſeus the Prophet, 


and 


germ. I. oy Hue Belted: 19 


and none of them was cleanſed, ſave Naaman 
the Syrian, Now obſerve how they ſtum- 
And all they in the 


M bled at this Doctrine. 
—= Synagogue, when they heard theſe Things, were 


filled with Wrath, and roſe up, and thruſt 


Lin out of the City, and led bim to the Brow 


of the Hill, whereon their City was built, 


1 | | that they might caſt bim down headlong. Why? 
What had he ſpoken amiſs ? He had only 


preach'd the Sovereignty of God, in his 
Diſpenlation of his Grace; that he is in- 
diebted to none of his Creatures; and may 
| And they 
have obtain'd a ſingular Mercy, that are 
= aſſiſted to juſtify God in all his Proceedings 
with his- Creatures; according to that Ex- 
ample of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Matt. xi. 
235. 1 thank-thee, O Father, Lord of Hea- 


do what he will with his own. 


ven and Earth, \that thou haſt hid theſe Things 


From the wiſe and prudent, and revealed them 
unto Babes; even ſo, Father, for fo it ſeemed 
that cannot 
bear this Truth, are the very Perſons that 
cannot endure ſound Doctrine; they ſtumble 


Jeſus Chriſt cannot be 


good in thy Sight, And they 


at the Word, and 
precious to them, becauſe they differ from 


him in this important Point; for they 
Z ſtumble at the Word of Chriſt, ſtumble 
at that ſtumbling Stone, that is, Jeſus 


8 Chriſt himſelf, 


Thus I have ſhewn you how Unbelievers 


treat Jeſus Chriſt and his Goſpel· Doctrines; 
J C 


and 
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and here I ſhall leave them, and turn my 


ſelf to Believers, and the more deſirable 


Subject, to which our moſt ſerious Thoughts 
are invited; and that is to conſider the 


fincere Love, and high Eſteem that true 


| Believers have of Jeſus Chriſt. And, O may 


we be able to make out, to our ſelves, that 
we have that Faith in Chriſt, that works 
by Love to him, and that Love that ren- 
ders him moſt precious to us. 
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= Unto you therefore which believe, be. is 


Precious, 


YAvVING, in the former Diſ- 
© courſe, ſhewn the Occaſion 
of the Words of our Text; 
unto which Things we were 
directed, by the Word 
THEREFORE ; to you . 


3 0 R$ which believe; I now turn me to 
the Words of the Text, in which we find 
; | this plain and familiar Point of Doctrine. 


Doct. That the Lord Feſus Chriſt is very 


precious to every true Believer. For it is to 


Believers that the holy Apoſtle ſpeaks. 
| Unto you that believe. — The Method that T 
ſhall rake in ſpeaking to this Doctrine is, 
Firſt, To deſcribe the Perſons, together 
with the Faith of thoſe Perſons, to whom 
the LordJeſus Chriſt is precious. 
Secondly, I ſhall-ſhew, upon what Ac» 


counts, Jelus Chriſt is precious to them that 
believe. 


Cz Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, How Believers manifeſt that 
' Jeſus Chriſt is precious to them. And then 
| ieApplication. WD PC! 
Firft, I ſhall deſcribe the Perſons, to- 
gether with their Faith, to whom Jeſus 
Chriſt is precious. And they are ſuch as 
believe. But to make this Matter ftand in 
a clear Light, we muſt conſider the follow- 
ing Particulars : 

I. Thar the Grace of Faith, which ren- 
ders Jeſus Chriſt precious to the Soul, or is 
the Foundation of an high Eſteem of him, 
is not the Faith of Aſſent; or ſucha Faith, 
by which Men credit, or believe the Teſti- 
mony of Jeſus Chriſt thro? the Goſpel ; for 
it is poſſible for Men to have their Heads 
found, and their Notions clear in the Doc- 
trines and Myſteries of the Goſpel, and 
yet have no ſincere Love to, or high E- 
ſteem of Jeſus Chriſt; therefore, 

II. Tas Faith, here ſpoken of, that 
carries Men out to an high Eſteem of Jeſus 
Chriſt, is not only a believing of Chriſt 
but a believing in Chriſt: There's a vaſt 
Difference in theſe two Expreſſions. That 


Faith which is the Foundation of an high 7 


Eſteem of Jeſus Chriſt, is the Soul's receiv- 


Government of Jeſus Chriſt. This the be- 
Jieving Soul is aſſiſted, from Heaven, to 
do, tho* they never ſaw him with their 

4:2? bodily 
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bodily Eyes: Yet Faith, being the Eye of 


W the Soul, to ſee Jeſus Chriſt, the King in 


\ 


dis Beauty, Fulneſs and Treaſures of Grace, 


Hand able and willing to receive and ſave re- 
Turning Sinners; that Soul cloſes with him, 
And kes up its Reſt and Satisfaction in 


him. And hence ariſes the Soul's Delight 
n Jeſus Chriſt; to them, and them alone, 
Ihe is precious. | 


III. Txar Faith which renders Chriſt 
Precious to any Soul, is the ſame Faith that 
works by Love; Gal. v. 6. For in Feſus 
Chriſt, neither Circumciſion availeth any thing” 
Wor Uncircumciſion, but Faith, which worketh- 
y Love. That Faith is ever attended with 
Hncere Love to Jeſus Chriſt, and this Love 
Wren itſelf in an high Eſteem of him. 

50 ſays our Text, Unto you therefore, 

Which believe, he is precious. And other 
Portions of Scripture witneſs the gfame - 


ing. Cant. v. 10. My Beloved is white 
id ruddy, the chiefeſt among ten thouſand. 


ſer. 16. Yea he is altogether lovely. — He is 
#1! Deſires. There is nothing in him, but 


Phat is moſt deſirable. It is not fo with 
Ihe beſt of the Creatures; if there are ma- 
Things pleaſing and agreeable, yet 
here are other Things in them ungrateful; 


the beſt Chriſtians upon Earth there 1s 


eme Corruption, as well as ſome true 
race. — Now, in as much as I have ſaid, 
hat the Faith that renders Chriſt precious, 
the fame Faith which works by Love, 


C 5 I would 


1 Jeſas Chrift moſt. precious 


I would juſt ſhew you what are ſome of the 
genuine Fruits of that Faith ; 'and that ſin- 
cere Love, that it works by, or is always Wi 
attended with. "== 
(1.) This Faith is ever attended with an 
affectionate Deſire of the Preſence and 
Company of Jeſus Chriſt. Cant. iv. 6. Le. 
8 Beloved come into his Garden; into his 
urch, and into my Soul. Pal, iv. 6, 
Lord lift thou up the Light of thy Countenance 
upon us, Job. xxiii. 3. O that I knew where 
I might find him, that I might come even 10 
his Feat. Ha. xxvi. 8. — The Deſire of our | 
Soul is to thy Name, and to the Remembrance 
of thee. With my Soul have I deſired thee 
in the Night, yea with my Sg irit within ne 
will I ſeek thee early. — 9 
(2.) True Faith in Chriſt, and ſincere K- 
"WAR Love to him, are ever attended with de- 
1 lightful Thoughts of him. P/al. cxxxix. 17. 
Judge by that Portion of Scripture, whe- 
| ther Chriſt himſelf be precious to you or 
bl . no. How precious alſo are thy Thoughts unto 
| 


me, O God! How great is the Sum of them 
| If T ſhould count them, they are more in Num: 
ber than the Sand: When I awake, 1 am ſtill 
with thee, 
i (3.) Fairu in, and fincere Love to je- 
li $43 Chriſt, are ever attended with chearful 
fl Service to him. O how glad would they Etc 
[| de to ſerve him better! Therefore they Patic 
Pray for Preparation of Heart for his Ser- Flint 
0 vice. Paal. cxix. 4, 5, Thou haſt commanded Www ho 


1 


1 
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Y "us to keep thy Precepts diligently; O that my 
42 Ways were directed to keep thy Statutes! 

= (4.) Such as believe in, and love the Lord 
eſus Chriſt in Sincerity, are tender of his 


Name and Honour; they love and eſpouſe 
i W his Intereſt; longing and praying for the 
i FF Spreading of his Name and Kingdom; and 
are glad of the Succeſs of the Goſpel in any 
„% Place; and well pleafed to hear Souls en- 
„ CO. after him, and expreſſing their Deſire 
Ito win Chriſt and be found in him. They 
% Mare glad to ſee the Grace of God in any. As 
i. 23. Who when be came and had ſeen the 
; race of God ws glad: For indeed they wiſh 
ee Mir even to their Enemies. 
me # (5.) Tnosx that believe in, and love 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are afraid to offend 
cre him. They are griev'd at his Diſhonour, 
de- whether it be by themſelves or others. Pal. 
I /. Mexix. 136. Rivers of Water run down mine 
he- yes becauſe Men make void thy Law. That 
| Of s, becauſe other Men do ſo; but much more 
1 they themſelves have done it. Then the 
ty Path themſelves in their own fight for the 


UN” RE vils they have done. 

eil (.) Tau Faith in Chriſt and ſincere 
Love to him, are ever attended with the 

" Poul's longing to be more and more like 

Pim; in Humility, in Patience, in Love to- 


they e Work and Service of God, in Reſig- 
hey ation to his Will and in Holineſs. Theſe 
Ser- Hints may, in ſome meaſure, ſhew us, 
vd-d 


ho the Perſons are that believe in, and 
1 86 love 
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love Jelus Chriſt, and that count Magi pre- 
cious. But that we may better diſeern 
ho they are, we may aſſiſt our Thoughts, 
by looking into the Context. And we hat 
. that it is not Hiſtorical Faith, that is 
here intended; or Faith as crediting the 
Goſpel Account of Jeſus Chriſt, his Perſon, 
his Offices, his Works, his Purchaſe, or 
the Way of Conveyance of his Benefits to 
Men; but ſuch a Faith as brings the Soul to 
Union with Chriſt, and to actual Intereſt in 
him, and Relation to God by him. 
II.] Ir is ſuch a Faith, as is the Act of a 
living Soul; for theſe Believers, to whom 
Chrift is precious, are ſaid to be new born. 
Ver. 2. that is, born of God, or from above, 
thro? the powerful Operation of the Spirit 
of God upon their Souls thro' the Goſpel. 
Fam. i. 18. Of bis own Will begat he us, 
with the Word of Truth, which alſo this A- 
* had Euted before. 1 Pet. i. 23. Being 
orn again, not of corruptible Seed but of incor- 
ruptible, by tbe Mord of God, which liveth and 
abideth — ever. The Goſpel lives for ever; as 
its Truth ſhall ſtand firm and unſhaken,1gainſt 2 
all proud Oppoſers; and it is a living Word, Wi 
as it is a Means in the Hands of the Spirit } 
of God, to bring Souls from Death to ſpiri- 
tual Life, and will bring living Souls to E- 
ternal Life. This Word liveth for ever: 4 
So it ſhall in the World, and in the Chur- HEnla 
ches, and in the Hearts and Conſciences of 3 om 
many, in ſpits of all it's Enemies, and nat» 1 2 
wichſtanding 4 


a | ichſtanding all the Changes of Men and 


Times. As this Apoſtle adds, Ver. 24. 
3, or all Fleſp is Graſs, and all the Glory of 
I In, as the Flower of the Graſs, the Grafs 
is ritberetb, and the Flower thereof falleth 
© way, but the Word of the Lord endureth for 
n, ver. And this is the Word, which by the 
or peel is preached unto you. And as the 
to Truths of the Goſpel will live for ever; fo 


to gelievers live by the ſame Word. As new 
in Porn Babes they deſire the ſincere Milk of the 
Word, that they may grow thereby, Living 
fa Pouls cannot but deſire ſomething ſuitable 
m o their new Nature. Matt. iv. 4. Man 
all not live by Bread alone; Chriſtian-Man 


ve, Fannot live by all the Comforts of the preſent 
irit ife. By what then? By every Word that 
zel. oceecdetb out of the Mouth of God. That's 
us, piritual Food to the living Soul; they find 
A- e Word of God and eat it, and it becomes 
ing Food and Refreſhment to their Souls. 
cor- er. xv. 16, Thy Words were found and J 
and d eat them, and thy Word was unto me the 
z as oy and Rejoicing of my Heart. Iſai. xxxviii. 16, 
inſt Lord, by theſe things Men, that is Chri- 
rd, ian Men, live, aud in all theſe things, is the 
piric Ke, my Spiri. O what Strength and Vi- 
Diri- our has the Word of God ſometimes 
DE- ven to the People of God, to prepare 


er: em for their Work and Tryals; what 
ur- alargement in Duties; what Courage and 

omfort in Sufferings! Heb, x. 24. J. Bey 
po foyfully the Spoiling of their Goods, know? 
3 ing 
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ing that they had in Heaven, a better, an 4 


the Cravings of Nature; and where there 


| Four Chriſt moſt precious 


more enduring Subſtance, How did they 
know this ? They knew it by the Goſpel. 15 
Revelation; for it is only thro* the Report 
of the Word of God, that Believers know 

their Portion and Privileges ; what their 
Portion is, how great and ſuitable, where 
it is laid up, and how well ſecur'd.— To 
follow the Apoſtle's Expreſſion a little ; ! 
where there is natural Life, there will be 


is ſpiritual Life, there will be ſpiritual De- 
fires, that is, Hunger and Thirſt after 
Soul Food: As new-born Babes deſire the 
Milk, which is their natural Food; and not 
Gold or Silver, not Riches and Honours; | 
but ſomething ſuitable and neceſſary; ſo 
do Souls that are born from above; their 
chief Deſires are after ſpiritual Food; and 
new-born Babes deſire the Milk frequently, 
fervently and impatiently, and ſearch after 
it too, in the belt manner they can, and . 
will not be put off from their Deſire and 

Search, by any improper thing: So Grace 
in the Heart teaches the Children of God Del 
to deſire the Word of Truth, earneſtly and Ihea 
frequently, and nothing elſe can ſatisfy that N. 
Soul but the Food of the Word, P/al. 
exix. 40. Behold 1 have long'd after thy Pre- | 
cepts, Ver. 131. 1 opened my Mouth and i 
panted : For 1 longed for thy Commandments. 1 
That is, for ſome powerful, refreſhing, | 
quickening, ſtrengthening Application. of i 
the 


l 7 
N 2 

11 + Tak 88 
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che Word of God to the Saul. And it muſt 


be obſerved, that to long, hunger and 
l- thirſt after the Word of God. is all one, as 
rt to long after God himſelf; the Enjoyment 
of God the living God. As you have the 
eir matter explained, P/al. Iii. 1. O God, thou 
ere ar. my God, early will I ſeek thee, my Soul 
To i birſteth for thee, my Fleſh longeth for thee,- 
e; in a dry and thirty Land, where no Water is. 
be What Land was that? Where is the Land 
ere to be found where no Water is? That's not 


De- Untended of material Water; but either of 
5 be Ordinances of God and Means of Grace, 

Wor rather of the quickening Influences of di- 
not Pine Grace; no moving of the Water; 
po Soul Refreſhment. There are Pools and 

@ Liſterns, but they are empty; there are 
heir! Breaſts, but they are dry; therefore thoſe 


> 


and Words are added, 79 fee thy Power and thy 
ly, lory, /o as bave ſeen thee in the Sandtuary; 
frer To have Grace increaſed, and ſpiritual Ex- 


ang Perience ſtrengthen'd; becauſe thy Loving 
and indneſ is better than Life. Again, I ob- 
race ſerve, from the ſame Scripture, that our 
PDeſires, Aims, and Ends, in coming to 
3 hear the Word of God, ſhould be, that we 
that may grow thereby: That we may increaſe in 
Pſal. aactified Knowledge; the Knowledge of 
== God, of Jeſus Chriſt, of his Covenant of 
= Grace, and the Knowledge of our ſelves, 
our Work, our Portion and Privileges; 
and that we may grow in Grace, in the 


Faich of Jeſus Chriſt, and in Love and Con- 
1 for mity 


% Jes Cri ft precious 


formity to him; and in Experience of the 
Power, Care, Faithfulneſs, Love and 
Grace of God in Chriſt, and the Work 
and Influences of the Spirit of Grace, upon 
the Souls of his People. And the Ground 
of defiring the Word is, becauſe that's the 
Inſtrument, in the Hand of the Spirit, to 
convey this very needful and uſeful Know- 
ledge to the Soul. Again, where there is 
a ſincere Love to, and hearty Efteem for 
the Word of God, and Deſires of the Soul 
for that ſincere or uncorrupted Milk, and a 
true Concern of the Soul to obtain Confor- 
mity of Heart and Life unto it, every ſuch 
Soul is born of God thro? the Word; ſuch 
are changed Souls. Their ſpiritual Deſires 
are an Evidence of ſpiritual Life : As there 
can be no natural Deſires without natural 
Life, ſo there can be no ſpiritual Deſires 
without ſpiritual Life. If any breathe na- 
turally they have natural Life, and if any 
*breathe ſpiritually they have ſpiritual Life. 
That is, if they breathe after God and Jeſus 
Chriſt, Grace and Holineſs, then they have 
ſpiritual Life. Theſe ſpiritual Deſires are 
the Hunger and Thirſt of the Soul, and if 
any hunger and thirſt, they are alive; for no 
dead Man can hunger and thirſt ; and none 
that are ſpiritually dead, can hunger and 
thirſt afrer God and his Word, as the Soul's 
Food. TVU 
* [2.] Thoſe Perſons, to whom Jeſus Chriſt 
1s precious, are ſuch as have taſted of his 
2 Grace. 
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Grace. Ver. 3. If jo be ye have taſted that 
the Lord is gracious. Or, foraſmuch as ye 
have taſted, the Lord, that is the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, that he has been gracious to you, 
in giving you ſome of the Fruits of his ever- 
laſting Love, and ſome of the Fruits of his 
Obedience and Death, and of his prevailing 
W Interceſlion in Heaven. Now, obſerve 
W how the Beginnings of Grace are deſcribed ; 
they are but a Taſte, not a full Draught, 
but a little Taſte. This is a choſen, and a 
very apt Expreſſion, implying the believ- 
ing SouPs cloſe and intimate Application of 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Benefits. Taſte is more 
than ſeeing or hearing of any thing: For 
Men may hear of things when they are afar 
off, and they may behold things at a Di- 
ſtance, but none can taſte of any thing, 
© without the cloſe Application of the Thing 
to be taſted. So that this Expreſſion of taſi- 
ig that the Lord is gracious, implies the 
Soul's Experience of the truth of Grace u 
Jon itſelf; and the Spirit of God does this 
by his Word, and the Soul makes this 
Application for itſelf by Faith. You 
have a like Expreſſion, 1 John i. 1. That 
q vobich wwe have ſeen with our E yes, which we 
Lbave looked upon, and our Hands have handled 
of the Word of Life, that which wwe have ſeen 
and beard, declare we unto you. All this 
amounts to ſpiritual Experience, about 
which the ſpiritual Senſes have been exer- 
ciled ; that which the Receiver is well aſ- 
ſured 


42 Feſus Chriſt moſt preciou 
ſured of, and nothing ſhall beat them out 
of the Aſſurance of. Ir is ſo in Matters of 
this Life, and it is ſo in Matters of the 
Soul. Believers have a Taſte of the Grace 
of God, and they have ſuch a Savour of 
it upon their Souls, that they cannot but 
deſire more. Infomuch that it will infal- 
libly hold true, that ſuch as do not de. 
fire it, have never taſted of it; but if any 
have taſted, they are not ſatisfied with a 
Taſte, but it creates an Hunger and Thirſ 
after more: Lord, evermore give us thij 
Bread. O what a Mercy is it to have a ſpi- 


2 e . 
9 * 22 
8 


3 


ritual Taſte and Reliſh of the Word of God Fuln 
a comfortable Experience of the enlighte. Sup! 
ing, quickening Virtue of the Word ef ful ir 
God upon the Soul! A Taſte is the moſY : and 
that Believers enjoy, while they are in this bim 
Life; ſome of the Children of God receive . 
more than others; but the greateſt and bei Wan 
Chriſtians have but a Taſte, but a lirtlW=2 d e 
Grace and Experience, compar'd with wha God, 

God has deſign'd them unto. 1 Cor. ii. of the 
Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, eine come 
hath it enter d into the Heart of Man, wh ®"< |: 
God hath prepar'd for them that love bink and n 
They have the Grace of God in truth ©: 
but not enough to ſatisfy their ſpiricudlſſh _ Le. 
Deſires; the Bread and Water of Lift for R 
increaſe their Hunger and Thirſt afte of the 
more. | ſelves 
[3.] Thoſe Perſons, to whom Jeſus Chri =: \ 
hich 


is precious, are deſcribed by their living off 
Fail 
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Faith on Chriſt; under this Term of Com- 
ing to him. To whom coming z' not by bodi- 
ly motion, but by the continued Exerciſe 
of Faith, Sincere Love, Earneſt Deſires, 
and Sincere Delights; for that's the Com- 
ing of the Soul to Chriſt. John. vi. 35, He 
that cometh to me ſhall never hunger, and he 


de- that belizveth on me Hall never thirſt, One 
am Expreſſion explains the other: Coming to, 
th is believing in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
hirſtbelieving in Chriſt is coming to him. And 


this is the Buſineſs of Believers, as long as 
they live; to come to Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Fulneſs and Treaſures of Grace, for freſh 
$ Supplies. And there are Five things need- 
ful in order to Souls coming to Jeſus Chriſt; 
W and as neceſſary in order to their counting 
him precious, 

I [1. AN humble Senſe of their Soul's 


ceiveſ 
bei Wants: that they ſtand in need of Mercy 
litüe ad Grace to help; Pardon and Peace from 


wha God, thro? Jeſus Chriſt, We learn from 
che Parable, Late. xv, That none will 
come to God, or to Jeſus Chriſt, till they 
are ſenſible of their Soul's Wants. Then, 
e bin! and not before, he came to this Reſolution, 
= wil! ariſe and go to my Father. | 
rica (2. Berore Men will come toJeſus Chriſt 
Lic for Relief, they muſt be brought to a Senſe 
afredW 2! their utter Inability to help and fave them- 

= clves. Men have deſtroy'd themſelves, 
Chribut their Salvation is of the Lord. That 
ing bf which was affirm'd of the Body of 1/ael is 
Faid | true 
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true ofall Mankind. Hoy. xiii. 9. O Lac, 
"thou haſt deſtroyed thy ſelf; but in me is thine 
Help. Men muſt be convinc'd of their Ina. 
-bility to relieve themſelves; and that no 

Creature in Heaven or Earth, can help 
them; or elſe proud Men will be trying alli 
other Means, but that only way, which 
God has provided for the healing and Sal 


vation of Souls. ons, 
[3. Ir is needful that fallen Man ſhould ] | 


ſee where his help lies, and what is laid up * 
in Jeſus Chriſt, as Mediator, for loſt Sinners. plead 
They that are made ſenſible of their Miſeryſtain E 
by Sin, have need to ſee the King in hi Ho ſu. 
Beauty and Fulneſs of Merit and Grace; and mc 
that what is laid up in Chriſt, as a public lx 
Head, Fountain and Treaſury, is for trist 
Relief and ſupply of all his needy Diſciples. Who ot! 

It is the Goſpe-Revelation only, that free 
makes a Report of theſe things to us, the duyin, 


are not to be learnt any other Way. Andi Hers n 


it is the Eye of Faith only, that can be ven 
hold ſeſus Chriſt every way an All- ſufficieni ree c 
Saviour for Sinners. Col. i. 19. It pleaſe thank! 
the Father chat in him ſhould all Fulneſs dwelMs, fir 
But it is by Faith only, that the Soul bel A lil 
holds it. Fohn. i. 14. We beheld his Clan ve ha 
as the Glory of the only begotten of the Father! ye t 
Full of Grace and Truth. This is abſoluteſſi wit! 
needful, in order to a Soul's counting Jeſu: Follut; 

Chriſt precious. 
[4. Convinced Sinners muſt have thi 
Warrant of Heaven, to encourage them to 
come 


to Jeſus Chriſt; that is, they muſt have the 
gracious Calls and Invitations of God, and 
of Jeſus Chriſt, by the Golpel. And as they | 
are neceſlary in order to Faith in Chriſt, 


ael, 
Wine 
na- 


n0 Bo he has graciouſly given them; And his 

lp WG race is exceeding abundant, in the Repe- 
An Wicion of them. Jai. lv. i. Ho, every one that 
cn 


Sal 


ould 


birſteth after Chriſt, Grace, Holineſs; or 
appineſs, come to tbe waters, to the Provi- 
ions, that God has prepared in the Mediator 
For ſinful, miſerable Souls; and he tbat hath. 
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d up 10 Money, no Merit, no good Works to 


ners plead and reſt upon; ſuch a one may enter- 
iſerſhain Hope, by the way of Free Grace; for 


hi o ſuch God ſays, with much earneſtneſs; 


| and - 
oli 
E the : 5 


ilk; all the Purchaſe and Treaſures of 


chal free Gift. That's what is intended of our 
theſſchpoying, without Money: For fallen Sin- 
** ers muſt accept of Chriſt and his Benefits, 
n bc 


ven as a Beggar at the Door accepts of a 


icienree Gift, without any other return, than a 
leaſe hankful acknowledgement of the Benefit; 
* 75 s ſuitable, feaſonable, valuable and free. 
ul be 


\ like gracious Call to convinced Sinners, 


5 . . 
G!orv ve have in Matt, xi. 28. Come unto me, 
aher 


Jeſu! 


eſt; that is for your Souls, as it is explain'd, 
n the next Verſe, Reſt from the Gullt of 
Sin, 


e thi 
em to 
come 


ome ye, buy and eat, yea come, buy Wine and 


hriſt, the Mediator. And this buying is 
les. Who other than the Soul's accepting of all as 


_ 


ye that Labour, and are heavy laden; that 
luteſſcß with a ſenſe of Sin and Miſery ; Guilt, 
Follution and Poverty; and will give you © 


46 Teſus Chriſt mb} preciou. 
Sin, in free Juſtification of the Soul, thro! 
the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, laid hold of by 
Faith. And Reſt from the Power and Do- 
minion of Sin; by the ſpecial Grace of God 
implanted in the Soul. And Reſt and Peace 
in the Mind'from the Witneſs of the Spi- 
rit of adoption, unto his own work of Grace 
in the Heart. There is one Scripture more 
I will Juſt put you in Mind of, tho' I have 
not long ſince largely inſiſted on it. Rev, 
xxii. 17. The Spirit and the Bride ſay come; 
and whoſoever will, let him take of the Water 
of Life freely. Or for nothing, which is the 
tame with the words of the Prophet, with- 
out Money. Jeſus Chriſt and all his Benefits 
are thefree Gift of God, and of Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf, to the very chief of Sinners, This 
tends to make Jeſus Chriſt very precious to 


them. 
[5. In order to convinced Sinners com- 
ing to Jeſus Chriſt, there is a neceſſity of the 
Drawing of Divine Power and Grace. John. 
6. 44. No man can come to me, except the 
Father, that ſent me, draw him. And God's 
Drawing of Souls to Jeſus Chriſt, is power- 
ful, changing the Soul, and turning the e 
Byaſs of the Heart from Sin to God; and 
it conſiſts alſo in the Change of the Will, 
and bringing the Soul to conſent to, and 
fall in with God's Way of Juſtification and 
Salvation of Sinners, by Jeſus Chriſt and his 
Righteouſneſs, and free Grace——Thart 18 athe 
the firſt thing, propoſed to be * to, Hen. 
| rom 
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Serm. II. fo every true Behever. 4y. 
rom the Words; to deſcribe the Perſons 
and their Faith, to whom Jeſus Chriſt is 
precious. They are ſuch as receive and 
reſt upon Jeſus Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs, 
alone for Salvation; it is that Faith that 
orketh by Love, and it is the ſame Faith 
hat purifies the Heart, and is a Means of 
he Souls conformity to Jeſus Chriſt, | 
Secondly. Upon what Account is Jeſus” 
hriſt precious to them that believe? I an- 
[wer, in general ; that it is from his Suitable- 
Meſs to them, their Relation to him, and 
he Benefits they receive from him. But 
his Queſtion muſt have a more diſtinct and 
particular Anſwer. | 
The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is moſt precious 
n himſelf, if no Creature on Earth ſhould 
ſteem him ſo; yet he is moſt precious, on 
Ihe Account of the Majeſty and Glory of 
eis divine Perſon, as he is very God, and 
s the Fulneſs of the Godhead dwells in him 
odily. Col. ii. 9. All divine Perfections 
Pre in him, and are eſſential to his Nature 
4 nd Being: And on this Account he is 
Hoſt precious to God the Father. So our 
Word Jeſus Chriſt himſelf ſpeaks, Prov. 
ii. 30. I was daily, of continually, bis 
ich! : For God the Father beheld in 
im all divine Perfections, as were in him- 
If; infinite Wiſdom, Power, Holineſs, 
uſtice, Goodneſs and Truth. God the 
ather dearly loves all his adopted Chil- 
ren. Eph, v. 1, Be ye followers of God, as 


dear 
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God the Father will accept of no Perſon 


Seri 
dear Chilaren. But they are dear to the bric 
Father for Chriſt's ſake : or as he beholds but 
his Image upon them. But Jeſus Chriſt is Chr 
dear to the Father for his ow] fake. Two cher 
things prove Jeſus Chriſt to be ſuperlatively his 
loved by the Father: (1. ) As he ſet him at N Cre: 
his o/ right Hand in the Heavenly Places, N er. 
far above all Principalities and Powers, and and 
Might and Dominion, and every Name be. 
that is named, not only in this World but Pri 


that which is to come. Eph. i. 20, 21. And 
we have the ſame Truth, 1 Pet. iii. 22. 
Feſus Chriſt, who is gone into Heaven, and is 
on the right Hand of God, Angels and Prin- 
cipalities and Powers being made ſubjeft unto ¶bleſſ 
him: That is, conſider'd as Mediator. (2.) dom 
Wor 
nor Services, but thro* the Lord Jeſus they 
Chriſt. Nothing but what is offer'd in his Wor 
Name; that is, with dependance upon his i Pe; 
Merits and Righteouſneſs, as our Surety e /-0. 
and Mediator, Epb. i. 6. To the praiſe of Wal C 
the«Glory of his Grace, wherein he hath made up to 
us accepted in the Beloved. That is, in the nt 
Lord Jefus Chriſt, who is and was the Be- WR -wve 
loved of the Father from Everlaſting. C. 
And Jeſus Chriſt is moſt precious to the Chur. 
holy Angels: He was their Creator as well Ange 
as ours, and he gave them all their Strength, Reſs, 
Beauty and Glory: In whatſoever they ex- ruits 
cel other Creatures, they had all their ex- Welt in 
cellent Endowments from him, and he up- But 
holds them all. Theſe glorious Spirits ſhine re nc 


brighter 
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brighter than the Stars in the Firmament; 
but as Stars they borrow their Light from 
Chriſt the Sun of Righteouſneſs. He made 
them what they are, by the ſame Word of 
his Power whereby he gave Being to all 
Creatures on Earth. Col. i. 16. 1 him 
were all Things created, that are in Heaven 
and that are on Earth, viſible and inviſible, *© 
= :vb:ther they be Thrones or Dominions, or 
= Principalities or Powers, all Things: were 
created by him and for him. Col. ii. 10. He 
Ws the Head of all Principalities and Powers. 
d i; Which Expreſſion takes in all that are in 


rin» Heaven, as well as all on Earth. Theſe 
into ¶bleſſed Spirits now behold the infinite Wiſ- 


* 2 


Jom, Power and Goodneſs of Chriſt, in his 
Works of Creation and Providence; and 
hey delight to ſtudy his moſt amazing 
Work of Redemption of loft Sinners, 
Pet. i. 12. Which Things the Angels deſire 
rety loo into. That they may learn the eter- 
| al Counſels of God in Chriſt, as they break 
pp to the Church. Zph. iii. 10. To the in- 
1 the that now unto the Principalities, and 
Be- ters in beavenly Places, might be known by 
e Church, the manifold Wiſdom of God. The 
the Church does not teach the Angels, but the 
well Angels learn the manifold Wiſdom, Good- 
th, Ness, and Grace of God in Chriſt, as the 
ex- Fruits of everlaſting Love are made mani- 
r ex- Welt in Time to the Church. 
> up- But tho? theſe Things are true, yet theſe 
ſhine re not the Things that our Text immedi- 


öhter ately 


Fo Fefus Chrift moſt precious 
ately directs our Thoughts unto: But hat 
Feſus Chriſt is precious to Believers, And as 
Jam now to ſhew vfor what Accounts the 
Lord Jeſus is precicus to them; I ſhall give 
my Anſwer under the following Particu- 
lars. 

1. Jeſus Chriſt is precious to Believers, in 
the Conſtitution of his Perſon, which is ve- 
ry wonderful. A 

2, On the Account of his excellent Qua. 
Hfications and rich anointing for his Work, 
as Mediator between God and Men. < 


3. Upon the Account of the Diſcharge of 
his Offices of Prophet, Prieſt, and King, Lit 
in order to the Salvation of his People. tur 
4. On Account of the Relations that he in 
ſtands in to them that believe. be 
5. On Account of his tranſcendent Love ¶ Jeſ 
and Riches of Grace. hav 
6. Whatſoever makes any Creatures pre- >0: 
cious one to another, is originally in Jeſus Ch 
Chriſt; they are but Ciſterns, Jeſus Chriſt had 
is the Fountain. — I ſhall endeavour, God Ste. 
willing, to ſpeak ſomething to each of theſe ton 
Heads; as Things that deſerve our cloſeſt bee. 
Attention, being Matters of the higheſt had 
Importance, and Things that nearly con- ed c 
cern 6ur ſelves, our 
Jeſu 
1. Tux Lord Jeſus Chriſt is moſt preci-M ſon 
ous to Believers, on the Account of the viou 
excellent Conſtitution of his Perſon. He _ 
(his 


is both Cod and Man in one Perſon. He 


. 0 
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hat is Emanuel, God with us. He is the brightneſs 
1 as of his Father's Glory, and the expreſs Image 
the of his Perſon. The eternal Son of God; 
ive equal with his Father, in all divine Perfec- 
icu- tions. Yet he is alſo the Son of Man; 
cloathed with our Infirmities; tho? not our 

5, in Sinful Infirmities. He is the Lord of Hea- 
ve- ven and Earth; yet he appear'd in the form 
of a Servant, he was the Creator of all in 

2ua- Heaven and Earth; and yer as Man he is a 
ork, Creature; he is the everlaſting Father, yet 


. * * 
> dud 


he was a Child born, and a Son given. He 
was and is the Fountain of Lite, who has 
Life in himſelf, and gave Life to all Crea- 
WE tures in Heaven and Earth. Yet be humbled 
imſelf and became obedient to Death, even the 
be Death of the Croſs. Phil, ii. 6. Had not 
Jeſus Chriſt been very Man, he could nor 
have ſuffer'd: For the human Nature, his 
Soul and Body, was all the part of Jeſus 
og Chriſt, that was capable of ſuffering: And 
it had he not ſet himſelf in our Room and 
W Stead, his Sufferings had not been an At- 
tonement for our Sins. And had he not 
been very God, his Obedience and Death 
had not beenof ſufficient value to have ſatisfi- 
ed divineJuſtice for us, and to have ranſom'd 
our Souls from eternal Miſery. The Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, God-Man, was the only Per- 
preci-ſ lon in Heaven or Earth that could be a Sa- 
of the viour for loſt Sinners. And conſidering 
allo, that he undertook, and went thro? 

this great and needful work of Redemption 
D 2 with 
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with the greateſt Readineſs and Conftancy ; 
he may well be precious to all Believers, who 
are indeed the only Perſons that are actual- 
ly intereſted in his faving Benefits; by him 
they are faved from the loweſt Hell, and 
brought back into the Favour and F. amily 
of God; and encourag'd to hope and wait 
for the Inheritance of the Saints in Light 
as a purchaſed Poſſeſſion. 
2. THE Lord Jeſus Chriſt is moſt precious 
to Believers; on the account of his excel- 
lent Qualifications, and rich anointing for 
his Work, as Mediator between God and 
Men. 3 learn, from the Word of 
God, that God the Father has laid up rich 
Treaſures of Grace in him for his People. 
Col. i. 19. Jt pleaſed the Father, that in 
him ſhould all Fulneſs dell. A Fulneſs of 
Wiſdom, Power, Love, Mercy and Grace, 
of Pity and Compaſſion to the weak and un- 
worthy. And thus Believers are aſſiſted to 
behold him with an Eye of Faith, 
Fohn. i. 14. Webebeld his Glory, the Glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of 
Grace and Truth, But he is ſo much 
the more precious to them, as they receive 
of his Fulneſs. Ver. 16. Of his Fulneſs have 
ve all received, and Grace for Grace. Thus 
Believers behold Jeſus Chriſt to be juſt 
ſuch a one as became us; or ſuch a one as 
we needed. Jeb. vii. 26. And in this view 
of him, they- have obtain'd that gracious 
and very needful Promiſe, which is, 2 
the 


—— 
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the Property of ſaved Souls. Jai. xxxiii. 17. 
Thine eyes ſhall ſee the King in his Beauty. 
And thence it is that they love and prize 
him; and he becomes very precious to their 
Souls: For now they not only behold an 
All-Fulneſs of Grace in him; but can make 
out that all his Treaſures of Grace are pre- 
pared for, and made over to them. 

2. Tux Lord Jeſus Chrilt is precious to 


W Bclievers, on the account of the Diſcharge 
of his Offices, as our Redeemer; the Of- 


fices of a Prophet, of a Prieſt and of a King; 


= which in ſome reſpect or other he executes, 


even now he is in Heaven. I ſhall touch a 
litcle upon each of theſe; that we may ſee 
what Ground and Occaſion they afford every 


| | Believer, for their eſteeming of Jeſus Chriſt 


Precious, 

(1.) There never was ſuch a Prophet in 
the Church of God, as Jeſus Chriſt is, nor 
ever will be. It was ſaid, by Moſes, as you 


bave it recorded, 458. iii. 22. 23. A Prophet 
Hall ſbe Lord your God raiſe up unto you, of your 


Brethren, like unto me, him ſhall ye hear in 
ail things, what ſpever he ſhall ſay unto you. Moſes 


vas a very great Prophet, and highly fa- 


vour'd of God: For God convers'd with 
him Face to Face, even as a Man with his 


1 Friend. God reveal'd to him the Counſels 
of his Will; and thence Moſes, as a Pro- 


phet, taught the People of Mal the mind 
of God; what they were to believe concern- 
ing God, and how they were to worſhip 
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Him. And, as King in Jeſurun, he brought ; 


more Honour than the Houſe, Heb. iii. 3. 
And as Jeſus Chriſt lay in the Boſom of the 
Father; ſo he has revealed him, and his deep 
Counſels to Men, thoſe that had been hid 
from Ages and Generations.” And he can 
do more than any, or than all the holy Pro- 


= | efus Chriſt moſt precious 


the People out of Egyyt; and led them thro? 


the Red- Sca, as on dry Ground; and con- Fe 
ducted them all along the Wilderneſs; and to 
he was faithful in the Houſe of God, as a Ser. th 
vant, for a Teſtimony of thoſe things that were nc 
zo be ſpoken of him. Or that the Reader an 
might the more eaſily credit the Writings S1 
of Moſes, But the Lord Jeſus Chriſt was K 
the eternal Son of God, the Lord of all the hi 


holy Prophets. They had all their Qualifi- uf 
cations, Meſſages and Miſſion from him. ar 
He lay in the Boſom of the Father, from ©: 
Evarlaſting; and was in all his eternal A 
Councils. He made and upholds all in Hea- ki 
ven and Earrh. And he is the Author and ln 
Finiſher of Grace. Moſes was but a Part of A 
the ſpiritual Building; but Jeſus was he that * 


Zuilt all things, and therefore is very God. h1 


And if he built the Houſe, he is worthy of i ®! 


phets: For he can make his Teaching and 
Inſtruction effectual upon the Souls of the 
Hearers, for their ſpiritual Enlightening, 
Converſion and Salvation. Thus none teach- 
eth like him. He can make the Simple wife; 
and bring ſtubborn Souls to Faithand Obe- 
dience; and fo he teaches 79 Profit; he teaches | 
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ſkilfully, powerfully, and ſavingly. You 
have a Hint of his teaching, Ad. xxvi. 28. 
Fo whom now I ſend thee, to open their Eyes and 
to turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and from 
the Power of Satan unto God, He brings ig- 
norant Souls to the knowledgeof themſelves, 
and thus he humbles the proud, and brings 


Sinners to Repentance. And he gives ſuoh-. 
Knowledge of God, that Souls inſtructed by 
him, chooſe him for their God, and give 
up themſelves to him, to be his Children. 
and People. He ſo ſhews them his Cove- 
= nant, that they lay hold of it for themſelves. 
= And Jeſus Chriſt brings them to ſuch. a 


knowledge of himſelf, as that they believe 
in him; they receive and reſt upon him and 
and his Righteouſneſs for Pardon and Sal- 
vation. He gives them the knowledge of 
his Name, and thence they truſt the Weight 


of their Souls with him. Pal. ix. 10. Th 727 


e 
that know thy Name, will put. their Truſt In 
thee, And thus he makes good that graci- 
ous, and very needful Promiſe, of his Cove- 
nant; Jai. liv. 13. They ſhall be all taught 
of the Lord. And they have all obtain'd 
the Fulfilment of that Promiſe, that believe 
in Jeſus Chriſt. Jobn. vi. 45. Tt is written 
n the Prophets, And they ſhall be all taught of 
the Lord; and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt tells us, 
who theſe happy Souls are; Every man, 
therefore, that hath heard and lenrned of the 
Father; or every one that has been taught 
of God, according to that Promiſe, cometh 


D. 4. 10 


3s 


| a 8 * | | _"y * 
7 14 4 . J ” © 
i 585 Yeſus Thrift moſt preciaut 
l 4 y 4 * 
1 
* i 
s 4 \Y 


10 me; that is, believeth in me. And this js 
that very knowledge of God and of Jeſus 
Chriſt, which is the Beginning of Eternal 
Life. Jobn xvii. 3. This is Life Eternal, 


or the Beginning of it, that they might know — 
thee, the only true God, and Feſus Chriſt, Fin 
whom thou haſt ſent. Theſe are ſome of the for 
Grounds, whence Believers count Jeſus WF his 


Chriſt moſt precious to them, Would notany 
one eſteem another very highly, that had 
been the Inſtrument of reſtoring his natu- 
ral Sight, who otherwiſe muſt have ſpent all 
his Days in Darkneſs; but what is the natu- RF 
ral Sight of the Body, compar'd with ſpiri- W 
rual Underſtanding, which Chriſt has given 
to thoſe that were born blind; and divine 
Wiſdom to thoſe that were fooliſh. The 

Sun of Righteoufneſs is riſen with his healing 
Influences upon their Souls, and has made the 
light of the knowledge of the Glory of God 
to ſhine into their Hearts. This is as need- 
ful for the Comfort and Happineſs of theSoul, 
as the Sun in the Firmament, with all its 
Influences, 1s needful for the Earth. Thoſe 
therefore that do not eſteem Jeſus Chriſt 
precious, never ſaw him with an Eye of Faith; 
nor ever experienc*d the ſaving Influences 
of his Power and Grace. 

(2.) Jeſus Chriſt is precious to Believers, 
on the account of his Diſcharge of his Office 
of a Prieſt, There never was ſuch an High- 
Prieſt over the Houſe of Godas Jeſus Chrilt 
_=X | | 


u.] For 


tu- fice, firſt for his own Sins, and then for the 


Serm, IL. 1 every tue Behever, 7 

[1.] For the Dignity of his Perſon; God- 
Man. The High-Priefts under the Law 
were but mere Men; who not only had In- 
firmities, but were Sinful Men: Therefore 
needed to offer Sacrifice for their own 
Sins, but Jeſus Chriſt had no need to offer 
for his own Sins: For he was holy both in 
his Nature and Life. Heb. vn. 26, 27, For 
ſuch an High- Prieſt became us, who is boly, 
harmleſs, undefiled, ſeparate from Sinners, and 
made higher than the Heavens; who needed not 
daily, as thoſe High- Prieſts, to offer up Sacri- 


People's: He bad no Sin of his own, 1 Pet. i. 19. 
He was the Lamb of God, without Blemiſh, 
and without Spot, He was the holy one of 
God: Infinice in Purity and Holineſs. 

{ 2.] For the Solemnity of his Call to the 
great Office of Prieſt, over the whole Houſe 
of God. Heb. vii. 21. For theſe Prieſts were 
made withous an Oath, but this was with an 
= Oath: by him that ſaid unto bim, The Lord 
= {care and will not repent, thou art a Prie 
Vr ever, after the Order of Melchizedek, The 
End of an Oath is to give Evidence to an- 
other, of the Truth of any thing. An Oath 
does not make the Thing in itſelf more true; 
but it makes it appear ſo to others. This may 
be learnt from Heb. vi. 16, 17. For Men, 
verily, ſwear by the greater: And an Oath for 
Confirmation, is to them an End of all Strife. 
Wherein God willing more abundantly to ſhew 
to the Heirs of Promiſe, the Immutability of 
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\ 3200 immutable things, the Promiſe and 


de might bave ſtrong Conſolation, who 


» before us. 


eth not: but the SOath of God 


gav 


Conſolation, or more ſtedfaſt Hope 

Fulfillment. And thus Jeſus Chriſt was 
the High-Prieſt of the Church of God, 
a ſolemn Oath of God, to 
ciples the greateſt Aſſurance, that 
Time ſhould be no more. 


for his Bowels of Pity and Compaſſion, 


able Settlement of his Covenant; an 


can hardly truſt the faithful God, to 


His Counſel confirmed it with an Oath, we by 


Oath 


- of God, in which it was impoſſible for God tolie, 


"Wy 


fed for Refuge, to lay bold upon the Hope ſet i 
God's Oath did not confirm his 
Counſel; or make it more firm and ſure, in 
its ſelf, or with regard to God, who chang- if 
e the 1 
more aſſurance to Men, of God's Truth 
and the Unchangeableneſs of his Counſel, and 
therefore it is ſaid, that we might have ſtrong ö 
of its 
made 
Warn 4 
give all his Di- 
Jeſus ; ; 
Chriſt ſhould be their great High-Prieſt, willy | 


[3.] There never was ſuch an Hiat-Priet. N 
He : 
is a merciful and faithful Higb-Prieſt; On- 
that can pity the ignorant and ſuch as are ont i i 
the Way. Thoſe that are too ignorant of the 
Method of his Grace and of the unchange-· 
d the 1 
Extent and Freeneſs of his Love and Riches i 7 
of his Grace; and Faithfulneſs of his Promiſes. 
And ſuch as are out of the Way; as the 


fulfl | 


his Promiſes, and to perfect what concerns | 
their Souls; Such as too often queſtion bis] 
Love, his Power, his Goodnels, n | 
an 


fron. 
thoſ 
Ago 
of B 
Seaſ 
Pra) 
Pray 


== to his dear Children. 
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and Grace, But the Lord Jeſus Chriſt can 
pity them, not as Fellow. Creatures ſome- 
times do, who have it not in their Power 
to help them; but Chriſt's Pity and Re- 
lief always go together. P/al. ciii. 13, As- 
a Father pitieth his Children ſo the Lord piti- 
eth them that fear him. Of whom may Chil- 
dren expect Pity, but from the Bowels of 
tender Parents? Yet theſe know no ſuch: - 
tender Love and Pity, == in Chrift has 
Here's a Compari- 


ſon taken from the Creatures, and from the 


Courſe of Nature; and truly it is the beſt 


= Compariſon that Nature could afford; but it 


is infinitely ſhort of the Bowels and Compaſ- 
ſion of Jeſus Chriſt, He is as tender of his- 
Children, as a Man is of the Apple of his 
= Eye; He that toucheth yot, toucheth the Apple 
= of his Eye. Zech. ii. 8. O how ready is the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt to make merciful Allow- 
= ances for the Infirmities and Weakneſſes of 
his Diſciples, if they are Diſciples indeed; 
W that is, ſincere with God. A very remark- 
able Inſtance you have, Matt, xxvi. 41.— 
The Spirit is willing, bit the fleſh is weak. 
Let us ſee, and conſider, upon what Occa- - 
fron, and at what Sealon, Jeſus Chriſt ſpake 
thoſe Words. It was in the Hour of his 
Agony, when he was ſweating great Drops 
of Blood, falling to the Ground; it was a 
Seaſon that call'd for more than ordinary 
Prayer; and when Jeſus Curiſt was earneſtly 
praying for himſelf and them, and it was 
D 6 hi. 
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= the Seaſon, when their Lord and Maſter 
was betray*d into the Hands of Sinners, and 
the Diſciples themſelves were come to the 
Hour of Temptation, it was the Hour and Pow. 
er of Darkneſs, Then it was that Jeſus Chriſt 
gave them a Charge to watch aud pray left 
they enter into Temptation, or might not 
fall into Sin by it — But inſtead of watching 
and praying, they fell aſleep, and this they 
did again and again, even after their Lord 

had waked them — O how provoking was 
all this! Now, would not any one have „ 

PERS, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould WW 
ave rebuked them ſharply ; and, in Anger, 
Have ſpoken to them after ſuch a manner 
as this — 0 flothful, heartlefs Profeſſors! 
Do you love your own bodily Eaſe more 
than me! and more than my Work and 
and my Life! Is this your Care of me! 
Is this your pretended Love to me! Do you 
thus requite me, for all my Love and Kind- 
neſs to you! Have Iſpent whole Nights in 
in Prayer to God for you, and could you 
not watch and pray with me one Hour! Is il 
this the beſt Service o re like to do for 

me! Sleep on then, and take the Fruit of 
your Slothfulneſs — Bur, Behold the Meck- 
neſs and Gentleneſs of Chriſt, the Lamb of 
God) It is moſt wonderful, with what Mild- 
- neſs and Tenderneſs he treated them—|l 
Dear Chriſtians! hearken and learn of Jeſus | 
Chriſt, how to treat one another: And it 
would be more for the Honour of Religion; 
Ren more | 


more pleaſing to Jeſus Chriſt, more for our 
W Peace, and indeed for your own Comfort 
and Profit. Live in Peace, and the God of 
Love and Peace ſhall be with you. Now be- 
hold your Example! Your Lord ſpake to 
his drowſy Diſciples, with this mild Re- 
proof, What! could you not watch with me 
ae Ilour! But I confider your Weakneſs. 
] put the beſt Conſtruction on it that ſincere 
= Love can do. I know that tho' you have 
the Truth of Grace in your Hearts, yet 

-x- © your Grace is but weak. I know that you 
W love me in Sincerity, tho? your Love is im- 
perfect; I know that your Hearts are right 
W with God. And even now, tho*your Hearts 
| WT faint, and your Spirits fink; tho' you fell 
W aſleep, when you ſhould have been pouring 
out your Souls to God in fervent Prayer; 
ag yet I know that you were f/le-ping fer Sorrow. 
Lou did not fall aſleep from any Averſion to 
the Work, or for Want of Affections to the 
Work of Prayer, nor for Want of Love to 
me, nor for Want of a Senſe of the preſent 
Call of Providence to extraordinary — 
nor from Slothfulneſs in your own Souls, but 
from the Frailty of your Fleſn: The Spirit 
indeed is willing, but the Fleſh is weak. 
O what a tender, loving, compaſſionate 
High- Prieſt have we over the Houſe of God 
—CGo and learn of this meek and lowly Jeſus 
how to carry it towards thy Fellow Diſciples. 
[4.] There never was ſuch an High-Prieft 
for the Excellency of his Sacrifice. The 
E Prieſts, 
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Prieſts, under the Law, offer'd to God, 
Bodies and Blood of Beaſts, Creatures much if 
meaner than the Sinners that they were of. 
fered for; but Jeſus Chriſt offer'd himſelf, 
Soul and Body for his People: Which « 
called his precious Blood. Heb. ix. 14 Hou 
much more ſhall the Blood of Chriſt, who thru 
the eternal Spirit, or thro the Godhead, offer if 
ed himſelf without Spot to God, purge your Wi 
Conſcience from dead Works, to ſerve the livin Wi 
God. He purchaſed his People with the 
Price of his precious Blood, 1 Pez. i. 18, 19. 
For as much as ye know, that ye were not re. 
deemed with corruptible things, as Silver andi 

Gold, but with the precious. Blood of Chriſt ; i 

as: of a Lamb without Blemiſh and without if 

Spot, The Perſon that ſhed his pre- 


cious Blood was very God, as well as very 


Man. Ad. xx. 28.—PFeed the Church of God, 
which he hath purchaſed with his own Blood, 
Tho' the God-head could not ſuffer z for 
his human Nature, Soul and Body, was all 
the Offering; yet the God-head of our: Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, gave infinite Value to his one 
Offering, ſufficient to pay our Debts; to 
ſatisfy divine Juſtice, to purchaſe our Lives; 
and all the Bleſſings of the Covenant of i 


Promiſes and eternal Life itſelf; For 


Heaven is 4 purchaſed Poſſ;//ion; and the 


Blood of Chriſt, or the Obedience of Jeſus 


Chriſt, as our Surety, in Life and Death, 


was the Price of it. This isanother Ground, 
whence Jeſus Chriſt is precious to Beliebers: 
Becauſe 


10. 
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precious Blood. He conſented to ſtand in the 
Flace of a Surety for them; an Undertaker 
for the Ranſom of loſt Souls, that he might 
diſplay and glorify all divine Perfections 
by his Obedience in Life and Death. Un- 
der this Character, God the Father intruſt- 
ed him with all the Concerns of- his own 
12 Glory and the Salvation of all that he had 
W choſen in him, and given to him, before 
the Foundation of the World. 
Is. ] There never was ſuch an High-Prieſt 
as Jeſus Chriſt is, for the Extent of his 
EZ Purchaſe; or for the bleſſed Fruits of his 
„; on Offering. ä 
5 [1, He has ranſom'd thouſands of Souls 
from the Wrath to come, by the one Of. 
fering of himſelf. 1 Theſ. i. 10. Even Feſus, 
= who hath deliver'd us from the Wrath to come. 
WT here is Wrath a coming, it hangs over the 


be Qalways coming, to Souls that periſh, 
ai. xxx. 33. The Breath, the Anger, of the 
Lord, as a Stream of Brimſtone doth kindle it. 
But Jeſus Chriſt has ſaved his People from 
the Wrath to come, by ſhedding his pre- 
cious Blood for them, and by giving ouc 
his purchaſed Grace unto them. And this 
Grace is extended to a great Multitude, 
which no Man could number. Rev. vii. q, 
10. Ajter this I beheld, and lo, a great Mul- 
tilude which no Man could number, of all Na- 
lions, and Rindreds, and People, and Tongues, 


ſtood 


Becauſe he purchaſed their Souls with his 


Heads of impenitent Sinners, and it will 
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ſtood before the Throne, and before the Lamb, Foun 
cloathed with white Robes, and Palms ij 0 :/ 
their Hands; and cried with a loud Voice, Wi for C 
ſaying, Salvation to our God, which ſittetb up. by t 
on the Throne, and unto the Lamb. The oc. Bloc 
caſion of this Song, you have expreſsd all S 
ſomething plainer. Rev. v. 9. And the; by t 
ſung a new Song, ſaying, Thou art worthy u (4 
take the Book, and to open the Seals there, his! 
for thou waſt ſlain, and haſt redeemed us 18 70! 
God by thy Blood, out of every Kindred, ani 112» 
Tongue, and People, and Nation. Rel. 

2. Jeſus Chriſt, by his Obedience, i We 


Life and Death, has wrought out and but 


brought in a juſtifying Righteouſneſs for {WM in, 
every one that believes. Pardon of Sin ; i / 
for Chriſt's ſake. Eph. i. 7. We have Rebe 
. demption, thro his Bleod, the forgiveneſs ii God 
Sins, according to the Riches of his Grat b 
Eph.iv. 32.—Even as Goa, for Chriſt's ſake, 5 
bath forgiven you. But this is the Mercy, ble 
only, of them that believe. Rom. iii. 22. all t 
Even the Righteouſneſs of God, which is wi "PE 
Faith of Feſus Chriſt, unto all, and upon a Gra. 
them that believe. Gal. ii. 26. —IWe have be. Rich 
lieved in Chriſt, that we might be juſiified y Grad 
the Faith of Chriſt. Or by the Righteoul-Wf Mec 
neſs that Faith apprehends, and lays hold been 
of for Juſtification. | 2 be t. 
[3. Jeſus Chriſt has opened a Fountain] Te (0 
us 


of his precious Blood to cleanſe his People 
from their Sins, and to ſanctify their Souls 
Lech, xi. 1. In that Day there ſhall be «ff 
Eel Fountain 
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Fountain opened to the Houſe of David, and 
to the Inhabitants of Feruſalem, for Sin and 


ice, /r Uncleanneſi. This Fountain was opened 
1% by the Death of Jeſus Chriſt, for it is the 
oc Blood of Jeſus Chriſt that cleAnſeth from 
{v4 BY all Sin. And this Fountain is opened allo 
tbe; by the preaching of the Goſpel]. 

y 118 (4. Jeſus Chriſt has opened a Way for 
oof; bis People to come to God. Eh. ii. 13. 
n that were ſometime afar off are made 
and a 112b by the Blood of Chriſt : Near to God in 


Relation, near in his Love and Favour. 
We meet with God, reconciPd, no where, 
but in Jeſus Chriſt. 2 Cor. v. 18, 19. All 
bings are of God, who bath reconciled us to 
in ü bine by Feſus Chriſt, and hath given to us 


Ne. be Miniſiry of Reconciliation; to wit, that 
io was in Chrift, reconciling the World un- 
vac, TL 
ale (5: Jeſus Chriſt has prepared inexhauſti- 
ercy? ble Treaſures of Grace for the Supply of 
22, all the Wants of bis People, and he can 
i: ii ſupply them all out of the Riches of his 
11 al Gracez for there are with him durable 
ye be. Riches and Righteouſneſs. He is full of 
4 Grace and Truth, and of his All fulneſs, as 
cou. Mediator, his People, in every Age, have 
hold been ſupply'd, even until now, and fo will 
be till Time ſhall be no more. 
nta. [9] TrHere is no ſuch High- Prieſt as 
.opleſi Jeſus Chriſt is, for the duration of his Of- 
ok fice, that is, for ever. Heb. vii, 21, 23, 2. 


| Thou art a Prieſt for ever. And they truly 
tain au 
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were many Prieſts; becauſe they were not ſuf- 
fer'd to continue, by reaſon of Death; but this] 
Man, becauſe he continueth ever, bath an un. 
changeabley Prieſt hood. Tho* Jeſus Chriſt 
will offer Saerifice no more; becauſe by one 
Offering he has perfected for ever them that 
are ſanctified. Vet, there is another Part of 
his Prieſtly-Office, that he now perform 
in Heaven, and that is, to make Interce{- 
ſion. Heb. vii. 25. Wherefore be is able uM 
ſave, to the uttermoſt, them that come uni 
God by bim, ſeeing be ever liveth to make Inte, 
ceſſion for them. 1 John ii. 1. —We have a 
Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt tx 
righteous. He bears his People and ther 
Cafe upon his Heart, before the Throne 
of Glory. His high Station at the right 
Hand of God, as Lord of Heaven and 
Earth; and all the Adorations of Angel 
do not make him forget, or overlook ti 
meaneſt of his Diſciples here upon Earth 
He cannot be unmindful of them; for 
has graven them upon the Palms of Hand 
It may be, now and then, thro' the Weak 
neſs of Faith, and Violence of Temptation 
his Diſciples may queſtion, whether he wil 
not overlook, and forget them; but tha 
cannot be. Jai. xlix. 14. Zion ſaid, i" 
Lord hath forſaken me, and my Lord bail 
forgotten me. But what does God anſwer ug 
- this Accuſation? Ver. 15. Can a Woman for 
get her ſucking Child, that ſhe ſhould not hat 
' Compaſſion on the Son of her Womb? 1a 
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they may forget; yet will I not forget thee, 
O thou of little Faith, Behold I have graven 
thee upon the Palms of my Hands. Thou art 
more ready to forget my Faithfulneſs, and 
thy former Experience, that I am God and 
not Man; I am the Lord, I change not; 
my Counſel ſhall ſtand, and I will de all 
my Pleaſure. And thus I mult cloſe this 
= Diſcourſe, having deſcribed the Per/ons, 
Wand their Faith, to whom Jeſus Chriſt is 
precious; and have ſhewn, in. ſome Parti- 
Naeolars, on what Accounts. he is ſo to Be- 
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arti 
r he 2 
anc: 
Teak 
tion, F- 


lievers. The reſt muſt be referr'd to the 
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And I 
1 Per. ii. 7. I. C 
Writutic 
Unto you therefore, which believe, Be is re mi 
cious. | * our 
e g E Doctrine that lie II. 
IE. IE plain in the Text, is, tba ng fo 
Jeſus Chriſt is very precious od a 
to every true Believer. 
- There were three gene III. 
. ral Heads propos'd to Hr Ex 
” - ſpoken to. = a P 
Firſt, To deſcribe the Perſons and thei 
Faith, to whom the Lord Jeſus Chriſt , 7.) 
precious; and that is, thoſe that believe the 
And their Faith is that which receives or W 
ſus Chriſt, and ſubmits to his Righteouſnth (2.) 
and Government, and that Faith that work wick 
l by Love, and is productive of Holineſs ani Hhriſt 
i good Works. he So 
| Secondly, I propos'd to ſhew, vpe ten. 
1 what Accounts the Lord Jeſus Chriſt {ation 
U precious to every true Believer, And rocee 
q have anſwer'd that Queſtion in a few Part? (3.) 
| culars, and left it unfiniſhed. ing 
1 


Thirdly, 


8 


erm. III. t every. true Believer. 6g 
W- Thirdly, I propoſed to ſhew alſo, how 
elievers teſtify and make it appear, that 
eſus Chriſt is precious to them: I am now 
o proceed in conſidering z 

W Secondly, Upon what Accounts Jeſus 


Whriſt is precious to every true Believer : 
WA nd I have anſwer'd, 


(Ce 


I. On the Account of the excellent Con- 

Niitution of his Perſon, God-Man; for ſo 
pre. ve muſt conſider him in all the Concerns 
f our Salvation. 


II. On the Account of his rich Anoint- 
ng for his Work, as Mediator between 
od and Men. 


III. On the Account of the Diſcharge 
r Executing of his Offices, of a Prophet, 
fa Prieſt, and of a King. 


(I.) THERE never was ſuch a Prophet 


even the Church of God, as Jeſus Chriſt is, 
s J-gor Wiſdom, Authority and Power. 

nc (2.) Treks never was ſuch an High- 
ory Prieſt over the Houſe of God as Jelus 
s an 


briſt is; for the Dignity of his Perſon, 
he Solemnity of his Call, the Value and 
po tent of his one Offering, and the Du— 
ation of his Prieſthood. Thus far I have 

nd roceeded. 
art (3.) There never was ſuch a glorious 
Wing as Jeſus Chriſt is, upon which Ac- 
count 


cree Juſtice. 


Jo Jus Chrift moſt precioun ern 
count he is moſt precious to them that be. Wiſvery 
lieve. 5 willi. 

Ur.] He excels all others for the Extent ¶ Y ok 
of his Government; All Power is given to WMChri: 
him over Heaven and Earth. Matt: xxvii. to t! 
18. He is King of Nations, and King of Once 
Kings and Lord of Lords, the Prince Slave 
the Kings of the Earth; he is King of the | 
Saints, King of Sion, and King of Glo. them 


He gives the Kingdoms of the Earth to vi. 1. 


whom he will. It is he that ſaid, Prov. * | 
viii. 15. By me Kings reign, and Princes de. ; 


{2.] He excels all other Kings nil} 
Princes, with regard to his glorious Con. ; 

veſts and Triumphs over all the Powers of WP 
Hell and Darkneſs, and this he did even 
by his Death. Heb. ii. 14. — That thro Deal. 3 | 
be might deſiroy bim that bad the Power of 3 
Death, that is the Devil. Pſal. Ixvini. 18 
Thou haſt aſcended on high, thou haſt led Cal | 
tevity captive. And he defeats all the Coun- : | 
ſels of wicked Men. And in the Days 0M 
his Miniſtry on Earth, he made the Devi 
ſubject to him thro* the Miniſtry of tte 
Goſpel, by weak Diſciples. 

-[3.] He excels all other Kings, as " 
ſubjects the very Hearts of his People to 
himſelf. P/al. cx. 3. Thy People Jhall if 
willing in the Day of thy Power. Other 
Princes may lay Countries waſte, and bring 
thouſands into Bondage by Force, againff 


their Wills; but Jeſus Chriſt conquers the 
_ 


= ( 
nd 7 
ball b 
And 1. 
=: Le 


erm. III. 0 every true Believer. 71 
very Hearts of Men, and makes them a 
Wwilling People; willing to throw off the 


ent oke of Sin, and to take the Yoke of 
1 to Chriſt upon them, and to yield themſelves 
vii, to the Obedience and Service of Chriſt. 
of Once they yielded themſelves Servants and 
of Slaves to Sin; but Jeſus Chriſt takes away 
of the Reign of Sin, and then they yield up 
oy. themſelves to the Service of Chriſt. Rom. 
| to vi. 14, 16. Sin ſhall not bade Dominion over 
ron. Sin has loſt its Power, when it has 


de Moſt the Affections, and when the Soul 
chooſes another Lord. His Servants ye are 
70-07 ye obey; that is, from the Heart. 

la.] Jeſus Chriſt is ſuch a King as reigns 
Ja Righteouſneſs, there is none like him, 
or the Juſtice and Equity of his Laws and 
ea Government. Rom. vii. 12. His Laws are 
er boly, juſt and good. His Sceptre is a 
pre of Righteouſneſs, Pſal. xlv. 6, 7. 
ad it is Jeſus Chriſt that was propheſy'd 
ef, Lai. xxxii. 1. Behold a King ſhall reign 
1 Kigbteouſneſ. And this is the righteous 
ranch, that God promiſed to raiſe up un- 
mo David. Fer. xxiii. 5, 6. Behold the Days 


avid a righteous Branch, and a King ſhall 


le ue and proſper, and fhall execute Judgment 
11 nd Juſtice in the Earth; in his Days Judah 
theilt be /aved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely : 
ring 2 And this is his Name whereb y he ſhall be called, 


te Lerd our Righteouſneſs. 
{5.] Jeſus 


one, ſaith the Lord, that I will raiſe unto 
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[g.] Jeſus Chriſt reigns in infinite Wil. 
dom. In that reſpect it may be ſaid of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, A greater than Solomoy 
is here: This is he that gave to Solomon his 
ſuperior Wiſdom, and he that needs not to 
ask Counſel of Men; for he is the Wiſdon 
of God. There is no Error in his Govern. 
ment, he doth all things well. He knows 
all che Counſels of his Enemies, the very 
Thoughts of the Hearts of Men: All :bing; WR 
are naked and opened to the Eyes of him witb 
whom we have to do. In vain do Men ſeek 
to hide their Deſigns from his Knowledge; 
and as he knows them all, ſo he can turn? 
their Counſels into Fooliſhneſs. He can 
make the Wrath of Man to praiſe him, 
and the Remainder of their Wrath he can 
reſtrain. Many Devices are in the Heart 
of Man; but the Counſel of the Lord, that 

ſhall ſtand, and the Thoughts of his Heart 
to all Generations, „ 

[6.] There is no King on Earth like je. 
ſus Chriſt, for his Acts of Grace; or for 
his great and free Gifts, Þ 
Ct. None like him for the greatneſs of 
his Gifts and Benefits. He gives as a King 
giveth, that is, great and moſt valuable WM 
Favours. He beſtows on fome his com- 
mon Gifts, the good things of this Life; 
and upon others his ſpecial Favours; Bleſ- 
ſings for the Soul, things relating to eter- 
nal Happineſs. It was he that brought them 
from Darkneſs to Light, and from Death 
o 
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W to Life, and from the Power of Satan unto 
Cod. 42. xxvi. 18. They were in a State 
of Diſtance from God; but they are brought 
nigh by the Blood of Chriſt. They were in a 
State of Enmity, but are now reconcil'd. 
They were Rebels againſt the King of Hea- 
ven; but he has pardon'd their Sins and made 
'em willing and obedient Subjects, in the Day 
ery of his Power. They were without any Fear of 
ng WE Danger, nor had they any true Concern for 
vith the Salvation of their Souls; nor any Spi- 
eck ritual Taſte, or Senſe of divine things; there- 
ge; fore never aſk'd for Help, from God, by 
tum Prayer; their Mouths were ſtopp'd: Men, 


can that are naturally dead, cannot be ſenſible 


um, of Danger, nor cry out for Relief: And 
can Souls, that are dead in Sin, have no Senſe 
leart of Want; nor Heart to pray to God for 
that AW uicable Supplies. But Jeſus Chriſt. opens 


leart their Eyes, and gives them a true Senſe of 


W heir Condition; he ſhews them whence their 
e je. Mlelp muſt come, and opens their Mouths 
r to! ro aſk his Grace, and their Ears to liſten to 


is Voice in his Word; which is to inform 
(s of hem, that Sin is a hurtful, poiſonous, dead] 
King hing, and that Men, thro' the Fall, have 


uable Hruined themſelves, and now ſtand guilty be- 
com- {Wore God, and are condemned by the Holy 
Lite; Law; and ſtand in Need of free Pardon from 
Ble: he King of Heaven; and alſo the Goſpel in- 
eter- {Worms them how they may obtain it; and 
them how the convinced Sinner may find his Way 
Death Wo God, and to eternal Happineſs; and alſo 

to E how 
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How Men ought to live, that they may be | * 
found of Godin Peace, at the great Day of 55 0 : 
Chriſt's appearing. The fpecial Gifts of ſeſu M bo, 
Chriſt,” are not Gold and Silver, ot thing 575 
needful for the Body; but Pardon of Sin; = 7; 
Freedom from its Dominion, Healing d „. 
the SouPs Diſeaſes, raking away the Stony F. a. 
Heart, and giving an Heart of Fleh; ax 
Removing the Love of Sin, and creating! Y 7555 
Love to Holineſs, with all the Means 1 50 
promoting it. His Special Gifts are Gras  * 
11 7 8 ONE are like the Lord Jeſus Chriſ, of Fo 
with Regard to the free Grace of bis Gift Wiſall 
He does not wait for the Merits, or Worthi . 
-neſs of the Receiver: he gives the moſt vi ol 
Juable Gifts to ſome of the very chief of Sil 5 
ners. 1 Tim. i. 13. This isa faithful Sayin 0 g 
and worthy of all Acceptation, that Jeſus Cn nee 
tame into the World to ſave Sinners, of hn 1 Lam 
I am chief. He gives free Pardons to tit u cn 
greateſt Rebels, that return and aſk Pardo u B. 
Rom. v. 20. U bere Sin ahounded, for Nun 7 
ber, or Aggravations, Grace, in pardoning al a 
"aid much more abound. And he gives N pant e 
grear and free Favours to many, te y tk 
thouſand times ten thouſand, and thouſand ith 
of thouſands; to a great Multitude that or Gc 
Man can number. Whoſoever will md =: Go, 
come and take of his Benefits freely MM 
None comes ſhort of his Grace and Favour Counſe 
bur thoſe that never ſeek them ſincere! 


= 2 2} 
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and in God's Way, = The | 
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de 3. There is ſomething peculiar to Jeſus 

| Chriſt, that no King, on Earth can poſſibly 
do; and that is, he makes every one of his 
W ſincere Subjects altogether Kings; and that 
W of a moſt glorious and boundleſs Kingdom. 


1 Le. xxii. 29. I appoint unto you a King- 
ony on, as my Fal ber abpointed unto me. O what 
a mean and contemptible thing is the beſt 
10 ingdom upon Earth, in compariſon of it! 


ohn. xvii. 2, Thou haſt given him Power 
ver all Fleſb, that he ſhould give eternal Life 
as many as thou haſt given him; and this is 
Kingdom where God in Chriſt ſhall be eter- 
„ally enjoy'd. Ver. 24. Father, I will that 
5% alſo, whom thou haſt given me, be with me, 
bere 1 am, that they may behold my Glory. 
. WA nd he informs us, that no evil perſon or 
„hing can enter there; and we may be ſure 
"2.0 g00d thing can be wanting in that happy 
Place, where the Throne of God and the 
mb is This Kingdom is ſettled upon 
| the Heirs of Promiſe, and made ſure to 
=! Believers, by all the T yes, whereby it is 
 . WEpoſlible to make an Eſtate ſure : By the eter- 
nil and unchangeable Counſe] and Cove- 
ant of God; by the Purchaſe of Chriſt; by 
by the Believer's Relation to, and Union 
ith Chriſt, and by the Promiſe and Oath 
go! God that cannot lie. Heb, vi. 18. Where- 
„ God willing more abundantly to ſhew unto 
be Heirs of Promiſe the Immutability of his 
Counſel, confirmed it with an Oath: that by 
o immutable things, in which it was impoſſible 
1 MT.” for 
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for God to lie, we might have ſtrong Conſolali. 
on, who have fled for Refuge, to lay bold up. 
on the Hope ſet before us. This is the Mercy born 
of every true Believer every one that love; has 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Fam. ii. 2.— Hau the! 
not God choſen the Poor of this World, rich Mite 
Faith, and Heirs of the Kingdom, which has 
Halb promiſed to them that love him? And thulities 
Grace reigns thro* Righteouſneſs to eternalMMthe 
Life, thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Rom. v. 2 Hand 
And as Jeſus. Chriſt purchaſed it, ſo God for L 
fer Chrilt's ſake gives it freely. Rom. vi. 2; œ and 
The Gift of God is eternal Fife thro? Jeſu And 
Chriſt our Lord. an al 

[7.] THERE is no ſuch King as Jeſus Chriii 


Lion 
is for the Duration of his Kingdom. God 

God the Father ſpeaks to him. P/al. xlv. ive, 
Thy Throne, O God, is for ever and ever. Lure 
1. 33. He ſhall reign over the Houſe of Jau ea. 
for ever, and of his Kingdom there ſhall be gave, 
End. Becauſe I have ſpoken of this Tru bat 
elſewhere, I forbear the enlarging on it hen Peo] 
That's the third Branch, under the ſeconiceſſic 
general Head; That Jeſus Chriſt is precious bg th 
the 


to Believers, with Regard to the Diſcha 


of his Offices ofa Prophet, Prieſt and King brou, 
in order to the Salvation of his Peopkſ cans 
Upon the whole, we learn, that the Loñ Flesh 
Jeſus Chriſt is a compleat Saviour for the vert deſpe 
chief of Sinners, that make Application i hone: 
him for his ſaving Help. If we do bil ſary | 


conſi der who be is, the Lord of Heaven and 9 He n 
Earth, Creator and Upholder of all, Ani Cn 


wii 


ati. bat be bas already done, in the Capacity of 
1%. Na Surety, for his People with God; he has 
ere; ¶ born the guilt of the Sins of his People; he 
dye has made Atonement for Sin, he has paid 
lat che Debts of his People even to the very laſt 
bin Mice, and has ſatisfied divine Juſtice ; He 
hb bas overcome Death, ſpoited Principa- 
thuß lities and Powers of Darkneſs, purchaſed 
rn che Lives of all that he was a Surety for, 
- and all neceſſary Grace and Glory for them: 
0d 


for Heaven its ſelf is a purchaſed Poſſeſſion 
« 23. nd the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt was the Price. 
And it further appears, that Jeſus Chriſt is 


gan able Saviour, if we conſider, he Condi- 


hi ion 1-4 he is noto in, at the right Hand of 
SEG od in Heaven, Rev. i. 18. Jam he. that 
v. ive and was dead; and bebold I am alive 
Lu e vermore, and have the Reys of Hell and 
aui Death. And the Ability of Jeſus Chriſt to 
be M fave, will further appear, if we conſider, 
Fru t Grace he has already convey'd to his 
hen People, as Fruits of his Death and Inter- 
con ceſſion; he has opened their Eyes and turn- 
cion ed them from Darkneſs to Light; and from 
harz the Power of Satan unto God. He has 
King brought them from Death to Life; he has 
op: changed their ſtony Hearts into Hearts of 
Lot Fleſn. And that which was deceitful] and 
ver deſperately wicked, he has made a good and 


on ti honeſt Heart. All theſe things were neceſ- 
by in order to bring many Sons to Glory, 
He muſt not only purchaſe all Grace, but 
Wy <onvey it to Souls; he muſt not only work 
| E 3 out 
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out a juſtifying Righteouſneſs, but impute it 
to his People; and work in their Hearts 
that Faith, whereby they might believe un. 
to Righteouſneſs. : 
4. The Lord Jeſus Chriſt is precious to 


Believers, on the Account of the Relations 
that he ſtands in to them. He is their Ml 
Head of Influence, their Huſband, their 


7 their Phy ſician, their beſt Friend. 
) Jeſus Chriſt is to his People, their M 


11 of Influence, and they are Member; | 

of his Spiritual Body. The Members bave 

a ſincere Love for each other; and the Head ® 

has ſo for all the Members, and the Mem. & 
bers love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity, Wl 


And they may well count him precious: 
For they have their Life from bim, and are 
preſerved in Life by him. Col. iii. 3. 49 
For ye are dead, and your Life is hid wit) 
Chriſt in God; When Chriſt, who is our Lif:, 

Hall appear, we fhall appear with him in G. 
7 


II.] Jeſus Chriſt is the meritorious Cauſe 
of the Believers Life: he purchafed their 
Life with the Price of his own Blood. 
fal. ciii. 3. Whoredeemed thy Life from Di. 


ſtrudtion. Pal. Ixxxvi. 13. He ſaved his 4 
People from the loweſt Hell; from the 
Wrath to come. 1 The/. i. 10, Therefore 


Jeſus Chriſt may well be precious to every 
Believer, even as their own Life. 
[2.] The Lord jeſus Chriſt is alſo the effici- | 
ent Cauſe of the Believer's Life. He is the 
quickening 
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* 


quickening Spirit. 1 Cor. xv. 45. The laſt 
art; Adam was made a quickening Spirit. And 
un. he maintains and perfects it. He is the 

Author and Finiſher of Faith, and every 

sto other Grace. Heb. xii. 2. He draws them 
Ons by his Power and Grace, and brings them 
heir from a State of Sin, to come to, and take 
heir hold of God in Chriſt and his new Covenant; 
nd. and thus they are brought to a near, happy 
heir and everlaſting Relation to himſelf. : 


13 Chriſt is the Believer's Life, as they 


bers 

ave + are united to him by Faith. Chriſt and they 
ead ET are united as the Vine and its Branches. 
em. Chriſt dwells in them, and they in him. Eph. 
ity. ni. 17. That Chriſt may dwell in your Hearts 
us: Faitb. John xvii. 23. I in them, and they in 
are me. Gal. i. 15. Till it pleaſed God, who called 
% bis Grace, lo reveal bis Son in me. Not 
vi me; but 72 me; for that's the ſame that 
iſt is called, forming Chriſt in the Soul; and 
G. thus the Believer's Life is ſecur'd by Jeſus 


= Chriſt. Fob. xiv. 19. Becauſe I live, ye ſhall 
ue ive alſo. And Believers live by the Exer- 
mw WG of Faith on Chriſt. Gal. ii. 20. The 
od. Life that I now live inthe Fleſh, is by the 

De "2 Faith of the Son of God. | | 
his AR [4+] Chriſt is the Believers Life; as they 
the make his Honour and Glory the End of their 
= Life. Phil. i. 20. To me to live is Chriſt, Or 
Chriſt is the End: Chriſt is the Sum of my 
Life; my chief Buſineſs is to commend and 
exalt him; I do all in the Name of Chriſt; 
depending upon his Merits, My Study and 
E 4 Endeavour 


& Ji Chrift\ ma preciuu i 
Endeavour is to promote the great Ends _—_ 
of his Redemption, and to imitate his Par. WH <<P*!! 
tern and Example. This is the beſt: Evi. eceio 
dence we can give to others of our Union e Se 
with Chriſt. 1 Fob: ii. 6. He that ſaith be n bi. 
abideth in bim, ought himſelf alſo, ſo to walk, eſus 
even'as be walked. Read 

J] Chriſt is the Believer's Life, as he out 
will bring all his People ſafe to eternal Life. He is 
 Fohn. x. 28. I give unto them eternal Life, ſo ne: 
and they ſhall never periſh, neither all an; ord 


bn them out of my Hand. | ; S — 
[z.] Jeſus Chrift is Precious to Believers, ei 
as they ſtand in a Marriage Relation to him. ums 


Fer. iii. 14. I am married unto you: And 1 WY Unio 


wil take you, one of a City, and two of a Fa. te 
mily, and bring you to Sion. They areeſpou- E 2 
ſed to Jeſus Chriſt. Rom. vii. 14— Ze are 5 S ( 
become dead to the Law, by the Body of Chriſt, be: 


that ye ſhould be married to another, even ti | rw 
him, 2 is raiſed from the dead, that ut 


ſhould bring forth Fruit unto God. Jeſ us Chrilt 1 5 
is the Huſband of the Church of true Belie - A 


vers; and Believers are his Spouſe. 2 Cor. 5 : 
xl.2. I have eſpouſed. you to one Huſband, i 


even Chriſt, Believers conſent to be the 


Lord's; they take him upon his own Terms; *q 
and give themſelves to be his; hence there 755 

is a mutual Relation to, and Intereſt in each . 
other. Cant. ii. 16. My Beloved is mine, and 0 

Fam his; Chriſt is the Believer's, by the Mas 54 
Gift of the Father, and by his own Gift, andi 
and alſo by their own Conſent; by theirac- as hi 


cepting 
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cepting of him. John. i. 12. As many as 
received bim, io them gave he Power to become 
de Sons of God; even to them that believed 
eon his Name. And being thus related to- 
Jeſus Chriſt, we may here take in another 
Reading of the Words of our Text. To 
Ws you therefore that believe, he is an Honour; 
Heis a Praiſe, O what an Honour is it to be 
ſo nearly related to the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords, to be married to him, who 
is Lord of Heaven and Earth. The Lord 
; Jeſus Chriſt has greatly honour'd the whole 
human Race, in taking their Nature into. 
Union with his divine Perſon, but has ho- 
 Snourd Believers more, in marrying them 
co himſelf: For thro? Faith they are Mem- 

bers of his Body, of his Fleſh and of his 
% Bone. And when they can comfortably 
make out their near Relation to, and Inte- 
eeſt in him, they cannot but love and prize 
him. He is moſt precious in himſelf, but 
, Ihe is the more ſo, as he is ſo nearly related 

Jo them: For thus they ſee, that all that 
eſus Chriſt is, is theirs, and God is their 
Father thro' him. Gal. iii. 26. We are all 
be Children of God, thro Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 
pb. i. v. Having predeſtinated us to the 
1 85 of Children by Jeſus Chriſt unto him- 
.] Jeſus Chriſt is, precious to Believers, 
Inas he ſtands in the Relation of a Shepherd; 
and they are his own Sheep, as dear to him 
Das his own Life. The Lord Jeſus is the 

E 3 chief 


82 Feſus Chriſt moſt precious 
chief Shepherd of the Sheep, and all Goff 
pel Miniſters are Shepherds under him 
and muſt give Account to him. 1 Pet v. 2 
Mn [Chriſt] the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 
ye ſhall receive a Crown of Glory that fade 
not away. ot 
[1.] Jeſus Chrift gives them all ther 07 
Qualifications for their Work, Epb. iv. Wil 
12. He gave Gifts to Men, that is Mini. 
ſterial Gifts, for the Service of the Church Car 
for the perfecting of the Saints, for the edi} the 
ing of the Body of Chriſt. a 
þ2.] AndJefus Chriſt puts them in Office 
i Tim. i. 12. And I thank Jeſus Chriſt cu 
Lord, who bath enabled me, for that * 
counted me faithful, putting me into the Min. 
try. He gives them the Care and Charge, 
of his Sheep and Lambs. John xxi. 15-8 
Simon, Son of Jonas, loveſt thou me? HF 
my Lambs, feed my Sheep. This Expreſſioi 
mtimares, that he would take it as Loni 
ſhewn to himſelf. E | 
[Z.] Jeſus Chriſt, the chief Shepherd, wil 
call them all to Account, whether they 
have been faithful to their Truſt ; ro fee: 
the Flock of God, which he had give 
them the Overſight of; or whether they 
have been Slothful, Careleſs Shepherds and 9 
Watch- Men. leb. xiii. 17. Obey them thai 
bave the Rule over you, [or thoſe that are {i 
as your Guides,] And ſubmit your ſelves 
for they watch for your Souls, as thoſe tha 
muſt give account, that they may do it will 


701 
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Foy and not with, Grief. Then the chief 
Shepherd will know what Improvement 
„ WY they have made with their Talents; and 
W what Food they have provided for their 
W ſeveral Flocks; whether the pure Doctrines 
of Chriſt, and Truths. as they are in Jeſus, 
or the Chaff of Men's Inventions ;_and he 
„vill know whether they have watch'd for 
n. their Souls; and whether they have taken 
chi Care to reſtore thoſe that have ſtray'd from 
47 the Fold; and whether they have been 
Examples to the Flock, in Humility, in 
Ec: Patience, in Self.denyal, in Faith, in Charity 
and Purity, as they have received a Charge 
from him. And, | 
II.] If they have been faithful, the Lord 
arg [clus Chriſt will reward them, x Pet. v. 4. 
en the chief Shepherd fall appear, they 
Hall receive a Crown of Life, that fadeth not 
To Ml away. All this ſhews the Love of Jeſus 
on Chrilt to his People, and on theſe Accounts 
be may well be precious to Believers. 
wil And yet. we may conſider the Love of 
ther Jeſus Chriſt toward his own Sheep, in what 
he himſelf has done for them and what he 
is ſtill doing, in order to their Salvation. 
1 1 He loved his Sheep and laid down 
his Life for them. Fobn x. 11. I am the 
4 good Shepherd : the good Shepherd giveth his 
Lie for the Sheep, They were his own 
before, by the Gift of the Father, but now 
they are his alſo by Purchaſe : He bought 
them with his precious Blood, 


I. 6 2. Jeſus 


$4 Js Cbrift mit precious 


(2. Jefus Chriſt gathers them into ki; 
old, by the Diſplay of his Power ang 


Trace. John x. 16. Other Sheep I bade, 


Which. are not of this Fold, them alſo I mi if 
bring in. I muſt, Not becauſe it was 2 
Debt owing to them; or an unwilling Ad 
to Jeſus' Chriſt; but becauſe it was fo a. 
greed on, between the Father and him, in 


he eternal Covenant of Redemption. 
(3. When Jeſus Chriſt has bro 


into his Fold, he feeds them with ſpiritual 


Sern 


bis I 
herd 
Peox 


| O $h 


Food for. their Souls. P/al. xxiii. 1. Th: . 


Lord is my Shepherd, I ſhall not want. The 
Earth is his, and the Fulneſs thereof, and 
all the Treaſures of Grace; therefore he 
will give Grace and Glory, and no good 
thing will he withhold from them that walk 
uprightly. He that has given himſelf, how 
Mall he withhold any good thing? Thü 
Argument is uſed with Regard to the Fa. 
ther's Gift of Jeſus Chriſt, and it is as ſtrong, WW 7 
with Reſpect to Chrift's Gift of himſelf, i 
He that ſpared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how ſhall 
he not with him alſo freely give us all things? 
[4. Jeſus Chriſt carefully leads and guides 
them by the Way that they ſhould go; this 
he does by his Word and Spirit: As it was 
exemplified in David, a Type of Chriſt, 
Pjal, Ixx viii. 72— He brought him to feed 
Jacob his People, and Jjrazl his Inheritance; 
So he fed them, according to the Integrity of bt 
Heart, and guided them by the Sęilfulneſt of 


Rom, viii. 32. 


his 


can | 
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ls bis Hand, David was but an under Shep> 
0 WT herd, but it is Jeſus Chriſt that leads his 
People by them. Pjal. Ixxx. 1. Give Ear; 
O Shepherd of Iſrael, thou that leadeſt Fatob 
2 15 4 Flock; and who is that? Thou that 
& BY dwclleſt between ꝛbe Cherubims It is the 
4 God of Salvation. Ver. 3. Turn us again O 


in Cod, and cauſe thy Face to ſhine, and we fhall 
be /aved. Br i 
nn guiding of the Flock, he takes a moſt 
tender Care of them; he will not lay upon 
them more than he will enable them to bear. 
He carries the Lambs in his Arms, which is 
equal to the Promiſe, 4s thy Day, ſo ſhall 
thy Strength be. | PSF ONO Wie 
[s. Jeſus Chriſt carefully protects and de- 
fends them. He watches over them Night 
and Day; left any hurt tbem. Therefore they 
are bid to commit themſelves and all their 
- WS Concerns into his Hands. 1 Pet. v. 7. Caſt- 
g, ing all your Care upon him for be careth for you 
That is to provide what is needful, and to 
keep off what would be Hurtful. No Evil 
can poſſibly befal his Flock without his Per- 
? BY miſſion, and his Love will never permit it, 
but when it ſhall be ſubſervient to bring 
about ſome greater Good. 
(é. Jeſus Chrift reſtores them that ſtray 
from the Fold. P/al. xxiii. 3. He reftoreth 
= my Soul. And thus he heals their Backſli- 
aging. Backfliding is turning to Acts of 
Sin, and by Sin Men wound their own Souls; 
but Jeſus Chriſt will heal them, and he will 


do 


86 Feſus Chrift mot precious 
do it freely, and his healing, is pardoning 


1 * 
4 „ 


of Sin, and cleanſing the Soul. Pal. ciii. 3. 


Who pardoneth thine e and bealeth all 


thy Diſeaſes, 


- All theſe things ſer forth the wonderful 
Love of Chriſtto his People; and are the juſt 
Grounds of his being moſt precious to every 
true Believer, while they conſider theſe Be- 
nefits as exceeding great, moſt needful and 


perfectly free. 


(4.) Jeſus Chriſt i is precious to Belie vers, 
as he is their beſt Friend, a moſt loving, 


tender, compaſſionate, ſincere, ſympathi- 


zing and conſtant Friend. 


Intereſt in any 


valuable Mercy 1s one Ground of the great- 


er Delight in it. 


is my Friend. 


Was not that a Friend indeed, that ſtood f ; 
between them and Death, to ſave them from 3 


: 
F 
« 


This is what the Church 
of Belieyers expreſſes. Cant. v. 16. Yea, h 
is altogether lovely, this is my Beloved, and thi: i 


the Wrath to COMme®rt 7 Was not that a Friend 5 


of his Purchaſe, to help in Time of Need. 


* (5:) Jeſus Chriſt is precious. to Believers, 3 
as he is their great Phyſician and Healer. 
They conſider, that his Help, under this 


Character, was very Needful; they mull 


have 


Ser 


ha 
not 
oth 
the 
Chi 
ten 
Tr. 
Jf 3 
Ten 


ver 
the 
ſelf 
Jeſo 


He: 
eaſe 
ply 
him 
Be ſi 
ful; 
Cur 
It 1s 


= Ear 
indeed, that undertook to pay their Debts, 
that they might not lie eternally in Priſon! 
Is not that the Part ofa Friend indeed, that in- 
ploys himſelf in Heaven, as an Advocate, 4 

o plead his own Merits, in behalf of his 
Wh that they may receive the Grace 


So | 
Beli 
parc 
he t 
neſs 
teac 
Hea 
eouſ! 
OUT 
Mor 
Not: 
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have periſhed without him, for they were 
not able to help themſelves, nor could any 
other Creature heal them: None can heal 
the Diſeaſes of the Soul but God only. 
Chriſt is the great Phyſieian, and he is moſt 
tender, he will put his People to no more 
Trouble than is really Needful. 1 Pet. i. 6. 
Tf need be ye are in Heavineſs, thro manifold 
= 7emptations, or Trials. Moreover, he is 
very Careful and Faithful, he never Neglects 
the Affairs of the Soul, that commits its 
„ſelf and Concerns into his Hands. And 
TE Jeſus Chriſt is a moſt Skilful Phyſician and 
Healer. He perfectly undeſtands all the Diſ- 
eaſes of the Soul, and he knows what to ap- 
ply for Relief, and the fitteſt Seaſon. With 
him there cannot be any Miſ-applications, 
Beſides Jefus Chriſt is always moſt Succeſs- 
ful; never any miſs'd of Healing, and perfect 
00d Cure, that put themſelves under his Care. 
om It is ſaid in the Days of his Miniſtry, upon 
end = Earth; Luk. 6. 19. He healed them all. 
bts, So he has healed all the Diſeaſes of ever 


on! WR Believer: He has remov'd their Guilt, and 
in pardon'd their Sins. He reſtores their Sight, 
ate, 9 


he takes away the Hardneſs and Deceitful- 


neſs of the Heart, and makes it tender, 
race teachable and ſincere, a good and honeſt 
ed. Heart, and he reſtores his Image of Right- 
1 eouſneſs and true Holineſs. And he does all 
ale, 


out of the Riches of his free Grace, without 
Money and without Price; and this does 
not a little tend to render Jeſus Chriſt pre- 


cious 


1 
| 
| 
| 


8 Foſs Cbriſt mf precious. . 


cious to Belie vers; who indeed are the only 
healed Souls. But there is one thing more 
conſider'd by Believers, to render Jeſus 
Chriſt precious, and that is the wonderful 
Method that he takes to heal his People; 
and that is by his own precious Blood]; ſuch 
a, Phyſician was never heard of before, or 


beſide himſelf; he ſtak'd his Life for theirs, 


He made his own precious Blood the ſove- 


reign Balm to heal the Diſeaſes of their Souls, ; 


erm 
P. 
1 recic 


His Wounds and Bruiſes were the Mean, 


neceſſary for their Cure. His Death was the 


Means of their Life. 


5. THE Lord Jeſus Chriſt is precious to x 2 
his People on the Account of the Diſplay of 
his tranſcendent Love, and Riches of his MR 


Grace, in Order to their Salvation. He 


changes their Natures: He reſtores Sight to 
thoſe that were born blind; he renews their 
Wills, that were Stubborn and Rebellious 
He gives Liberty to Priſoners and Captives, 
he gives Bread to the hungry; and Cloath- il 
ing of Righteouſneſs to naked Souls; and 

Pardon of great and many Sins, to thoſe that 


were guilty and condemned, and Sanctificæ 
tion to the Unclean. He gives true Riches . 


to the Poor. He gives to Believers the 
Earneſt of his Spirit, and the things that 


accompany Salvation, and the great and . 


precious | Promiſes, He gives Reſt to the 
Weary Souls, and Strength foritheir Work 
and Tryals. And he gives all freely, and 
and that to ſome of the very chiet of Sinners, 


On 


ouſneſ; 


n ſuch Accounts as theſe, Jeſus Chriſt is 
Precious to Belie vers. I ſhall a little inſiſt 
pon each of theſe things. „ OVERT 
.) The Lord Jeſus may well be precious 


* Wo Believers: For he has changed their Na- 
h ures, he has reſtor'd his Image of divine 


nowledge, Righteouſneſs and Holineſs up- 
a them. He has made them new Creatures, 
hey are born from above. He has turned 
heir Hearts from Sin to God, and their 
ZEhicf Deſires from Earth to Heaven; alt 
be! d things are made to paſs away, and all 
ay ings become new; they have recieved: a 
ew Heart and a new Spirit; and this is an 
arneſt of Eternal Life. 
= (2.) Jeſus Chriſt has opened their Eyes, 
ho were born blind, and turned them 
rom Darkneſs unto Ligbt, and from the Power 
Satan unto. God. Ads xxvi. 18. And he 
as made the Light of the Knowledge of the 
glory of God, in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt 
o ſhine into their Hearts. 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
66.) He has renewed their. Wills, and ta- 
Nen away their Pride and Rebellion, and 
ade them. willing in the Day of his Power, 
al. cx. 3. That is to part with all known 
Pin, and to ſubmit to the Righteouſneſs of 
clus Chriſt, Phil. iii. 8, 9. J count all 
ings but Loſs, for the Excellency of the Know-. 
age of Chriſt Feſus my Lord, and do count 
en but Dung, that I may win Chriſt, and 
found in bim, not having mine own Right- 
Wou/2/5, which is. of the Law, but that which 
| 15 


96 Fefus Chriſt moſt precious: 


Chriſt. Jai. xxvi. 13. 


over us; but by thee only will we make Meniin 


of thy Name. 


for Sin and for Uncdleanneſs. 


from all Sin. 


ſary Fruit of his Free Grace. 


as defiled Souls. 
thing. 


2 Cor. viii. 
our Sakes, be became poor, that We thro" bi 
as rich; but as 


ſtanding i in Need of all things. 
Part of the true Riches, 


None cal 
come to Jeſus Chriſt as pure and holy, bie G 
We are all an uncle 


(5.) Jeſus Chriſt has given to his Peopiim 
the true Riches, and Treaſures of his Gracti 
who were in themſelves miſerably pool 
. Ye know the Grace of our Li 
Feſus Chriſt, who, the be was rich, yet ens h 
their 
Poverty, might be made rich. This was mol 
Neceſſary, for none can come to Jeſus Chrii 
poor and miſerable, and | 
And as! I 
Jeſus Chriſt Wo 
made over t0 his People, the great and 
precio 


18 


Serm 
b; the Faith of Cbriſt, the Rigbieouſue 
which is of Cod by Faith. And as, by his 
Grace, they ſubmit to the Righteouſneiſ 
of Chriſt for Juſtification before God, = C 
they ſubmit to the Government of Jeſu | 
O Lord our God, «M 


ther Lords beſides thee have bad Dominin 1 


Precli 
the 
Theſ 


in Cl 
131to 


2 Jin 
Liſe, 


(4.) Jeſus Chriſt has cad their Soul f ets 


with his precious Blood as a Fountain open 
Zech. xili. 1 
For it is the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt alone, tha 
can cleanfe the Soul, both from. the Gul 
and Pollution of Sin. 1 7ohy. 1. 7. W 
Blood: of Feſus Chriſt, his Son, cleanſeth vl might 
This is. a moſt rich and nec 


j Mere 


And 


nave 


hoſe 
hat 


ii. 6. 
ind | 


Wlefus 
(6. 


ple ne 
Trya! 


them 
ther t 


Stren 
miſe d 


true! 


or TI 
thy G 
thee, 
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precious Promiſes, with all the Bleſſings of g 
the New Covenant, contain'd in them. 
W Theſe are all Yea and Amen in Chriſt, 
2 Ccr. i. 20. And they are given to us only 
"Sin Chriſt. 2 Pet. i. 4. Whereby are given 
» 8:10 us exccerding great and precious Promiſes. 
"> 7im. i. 1, 9. According to the Promiſe of 
108887 i/e, which is in Chriſt — According to his own 
Purpoſe and Grace, which was given to us in 
(C beiſt before the World began. The Promiſes 
ene ere made firſt to Jeſus Chriſt, as Surety 
ind Head of the new Covenant, and none 
\——ve Right to any of the Promiſes, but 
St oſe that are in Chriſt by Faith. Gal, ii. 22. 
ba be Promiſe, by Faith of Feſus Chriſt, 
rig“ be given to all them that Believe. Eph. 
0. Tha! the Gentiles ſhould be Fellow- Heirs 
d Parlaters of the Promiſe in Chriſt, thro 
e Geſpel. All theſe things ferve to render 
cus Chriſt precious to Believers. 
C66.) The Lord Jeſus Chriſt gives his Peo- 
ple new Supplies of Strength for their Work, 
= ryals and Temptations. They are in 
fthemſelves but weak, and very unable, ei- 
ther to do or bear, butJeſus Chriſt ſtrength- 
ens his People for both. As he is the Lord 
ner Righteouſnefs, ſo he is the Cord their 
strength. [/ai. xlv. 24. It is he that pro- 
miſed, and he will make it good to every 
true Believer. Ji. xli. 10. Fear thou not; 
am with thee, be not diſmay d: For I am 
Oy God, I will ſtrengtben thee, yea I will help 
an” ce, yea I will uphold” thee with the right 
Hand 


92 Jeſus Corift moſt. precious 
Hand of my Righteouſneſs. He will keey 

both them and his Work of Grace in them, 

by his mighty Power, thro? Faith unto WW 
Salvation, 1 Pet. i. 5, He is their Captain 

of Salvation to go before them, to fight 
their Battles, and to give them Victory, 
and to make them more than Conquerors, MW 
Rom. viii. 37. This is thro* him that lo-. 
ved us; that is, thro* Jeſus Chriſt, and 
that tends to render him precious to all i 
Believers. + = 


(.) They were Priſoners and Captives; N 1 
but Jeſus Chriſt ſets them free from Priſon 


and Bondage. 1/ai. Ixi. 1. The Spirit of i 
Lord God is upon me, becauſe the Lord ha 
anointed me, to preach good Tidings unto 1 
Meek; he hath ſent me to bind up the brot 
bearted, to f roclaim Liberty to the Captive, 
and the opening of the Priſon to them that ati 
bound, But Jeſus Chriſt not only preactuM 
Deliverance ; but he . aFnally ſets Sinnenl 
free from the Bondage of Sin. This allo 


is a neceſſary Mercy, for none can com 


to him, as free Men, or as ſuch as were 
never in Bondage to Sin and Satan; bu 
as thoſe. that need to be made free: And 
Chriſt alone can do it, and he has done 1 
for every true Believer. John viii. 36, 
the Son ſhall make you free, ye ſhall be fre 
indeed. And this alſo tends to make Jelv8 
Chriſt precious to Believers. ; 
(8.) They were poor, ſtarving Souls, 
ready to periſh for Hunger; but ler 
5 AT 


1 
1 
+ 
= 
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vers, 
him. 
make 
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chriſt is their ſpiritual Food, the Bread of 
W Life, the heavenly Manna; and he brings 
poor Sinners as hungry and thirſty Souls 
to look and come to him for Supply. 
W Convinced Sinners cannot come to Chriſt 
Jas full Souls, but as empty, hungry and 
= thirſty Souls; that they may feed upon 
him by Faithl; and he envites and encou- 
Ws rages them to do ſo: Cant. v. 1. Eat, O 
all Friends, drink, yea drink abundantly, O be- 
loved. And hence alſo Jeſus Chriſt is pre- 
s cious to Believers. 2 
on (9.) Jeſus is a Refuge for his People in 
te all Storms of Temptation. There is no 
al ſuch ſafe and ſure Refuge for diſtreſſed 
Souls as he is, and there is free Acceſs to 
kn him, and Safety for Souls in him. Chrift 
ve, was the Man propheſied of. 1/ai. xxxii. 2. 
A Man ſball be as an Hiding- Place from the 
cba ind, and a Covert from the Tempeſt ; as 
nen Nivers of Water in a dry Place, as the Sha- 
allo dow of a great Rock in a weary Land. He 
ome is the ſureſt Reſt for weary and burdened 
vere Souls : And he calls ſuch to come to him 
but for ſuch Mercy and Grace as they want, 
And and that he is ready to give. Matt. xi. 28. 
ie 1 Come unto me, all ye that labour, and are 
6. 1 beavy laden, with a Senſe of Sin, and I will 
fru Sve you reſt. | 
= (10.) Jeſus Chriſt is precious to Belie- 
vers, as they have their precious Faith from 
him. They obtain from him that which 
makes them precious both to God and 
| Men, 


. 
* 


Men. 2 Pet. i. 1. To them that ha ve oblain 


2 


Chriſt precious to Believers. The Do. 


they are a faithful ſaying, and worthy of 4 a, 


Miniſtry i is the ordinary Means of bring k | 


means of keeping Faith in its Exerciſe 


and not of us. 


dom of Heaven. Jam. ii. 5. And the Rich 
of the Goſpel are of fuch a Nature, tha 


Je r Chr it moſt Precious 


ed like precious Faith with us, thro th 
Righteouſneſs of God and our Saviour ral 

Chriſt. 
Two things ſeem here intended by pre. 
cious Faith, and both tend to render lf | 


ctrines of Faith, and the Grace of Faith, | wow 
[1.] The 44" 2 of Faith, or the Do * ci. 


Arines of the Goſpel, about which ou 2 
Faith 1 18 converſant, as they are to be . 1 N r 


lieved by us. Theſe are called Faith, uf . 


Acceptation; or worthy to be believed a 
1 Tim. i. 13. And they are called Faitb j Sour 
as they ſet forth the Lord Jeſus Chriſt i Wor 
be the only true Object of juſtifying Faith I 
And they are called Faith, as the Goſpel 


8 | 
ing Souls to Faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; and iff : Luke 


And the Goſpe] is call'd precious Faith; 


as it is a rich Treaſure., 2 Cor. iv. 7. il 1 


Treaſure. have We in earthen Veſſels; a 


the Excellency of the Power may be <0 Gui 


The Goſpel is a Treaſure, more vb 


able than thouſands of Gold and Silver. 05 key 
P/al. xix. 10. for thro? the divine Bleſſing 
many Souls have been enriched by it, Of 


made rich in Faith and Heirs of the King: ampl: 


| all ch 


they 
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they will never periſh with the Uſing, as 
the moſt valuable things of the World 
ao. Gold and Silver are reckon'd among, 
orruptible things. 1 Pet. i. 18. But the 
Word of the Lord endureth for ever; and 
W the Grace of the Goſpel is an immortal 
seed. But further, the Goſpel is called 
 M&-recions Faith; becauſe it is more neceſſary 
Doi for Souls; than any of the good things of the 
Our BE World are neceſſary for the Body.” Goſpel 
be. Doctrines effectually apply'd to the Soul 
„ ä re better than neceſſary Food. And ſo the 


4 believing Soul eſteems them. Fob xxii. 12. 
ved, hey are the Strength and Comfort of the 
soul that finds them. Fer. xv. 16. Thy 
it uf erd, were found and 1 did eat them, and 
aitn. thy Word was to me the Joy and Rejoicing 
(pr BW of my Heart. The Word of God is the 
ing Support and Comfort of the Believer, in 
boy an Conditions of Life; even in fuch Sea- 
Ccilt, 


WS ions wherein Gold and Silver can yield no 
Relief ro the Soul, the Word of God 
can. P/al. xciv. 19. In the Multitude of my 
bongbis wwithin'me thy Comforts delight my 
God, FS. Prov. xv. 23. A Word ſpoken in Sea- 

Ir, how good is it! When God himſelf will 
valy bring home a ſuitable Word to the Soul; 
1v BF © how good is it. No Soul can tell but 


ſſing c thoſe chat have experienc'd ir. Give me 
t, di leave to illuſtrate this a little, in a few Ex- 
Wl amples; and I do it the rather, becauſe 
iche 


all chele precious Mercies are purchaſed 
| } for 


96 N Fels Chrift moſt preciotls 211090 , 
for us, and g 
Jeſus. «142 ie 34363 TH n x) 130-073 7108 
k II I When' the humble Soul is afraid that : 
God is angry with him; that's a Season 


of Trouble, to ſuch as have known amg 
thing of the Preſence and Favour. of God, MW 


or the Light of his Countenance. As thy 
eſteem his Favour as Lite, and his Loving 
Kindneſs better than Life, Hal. Ixiii. 3 
'So they can't bear his Anger, his Frownf 


left I be like thoſe that go down. to the Dui 
Pſal. cxliii. 7. Now ſee what a Word il 


Seaſon Jeſus Chriſt has provided for hiþ 


People. P/al. ciii. 9. He will not alway 


chide, neither will he keep his Anger for evi 
Pſal. xxx. 5. His Anger endureth but a M 
ment, in bis Favour is Life; Weeping mu 
endure for _ aztNight, but Joy (cometh in f 
In a little Wrath 


Morning. Iſai. liv. 8. 


iven to us by the preciouM 


derm. 
11] be 
00 re 
once d 
17 
aul. 
o mi 
hat 
prepar 
uch 
Peace 
Port). 
Nation 


4 
« 


dtation 
Wolatio! 


bid my Face from thee for a Moment, ſc'us C 


vil h (everlaſting Kindneſs will I have | Meri 


on thee, ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer, Thi 
Expreſſion ſhews you, that it is the pref 
cious Jeſus that ſpeaks thoſe gracious Word 


to you: For that's your Redeemer. I 
xliii. 1. Fear not, for] have redeemed thi 
Redeemed Souls, at ſome Seaſons, may be 


more ready to fear, than others are, and 
than they themſelves have juſt Reaſolf 
5 fo . N 4 1 
2. When the Soul is afraid that th 
buſy, powerful, watchful, ſkilful Tempus 

Will 


Cas 


3. 
f Fai 


gadcu ral 


ometi. 
hat a 
drovid 
our ( 
nd be 
or be 
aithfu' 
her h. 


* 


7 r/ake | 


* 
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ill be too hard tor him and may be 
o ready to ſay, in Uabelief, as David 
Wnce did, in too much Haſt, 1 Sam. XxXVII 
all. 7 hall one Day periſb by ube Hand 9 
aul. So fays the tempted Soul, E have 
o might againſt this great Enemy. 0 
hat a Word in Seaſon has Jeſus. * 

Prepared for the relief of his People 
1 uch a Caſe. Rom. xvi. 20. The Gd of 
ace ſpall bruiſe Satan under your 125 
Port). 1 Cor. x. 13. There bath, no Tem- 
ation taken you; but ſuch as is common 4 
Man, that is to other Chriſtians, but Go 
faithful who will not ſuffer you to be 
tempted above that, ye are able, but 0 
with the Temptation, alſo make @ way of, 
ape, that ye may. be able to bear it. All 
ie Comfort of Chriſtians, in time of Tem- 
cation, comes from Jeſus Chriſt, the Con- 
olation of Iirael ; z this allo ſerves to render 
clus Chriſt precious to Believers. 
3. When any one, thro' the Weakneſs 
f Faith, is afraid of Want; for ſuch un- 
Natural and unreaſonable Temptations, 
ometimes beſet che People of God; O 
hat a Word in Seaſon does Jeſus Chrilt 
rovide for their Relief! Heb: xiv. 3. Let 
aur Converſation be without  Coyetauſnels, 
id be content cuith ſuch things as Je Dave 3 
wr be bath. ſaid, God hath ſaid $3 ike 
E:icb ful God, ang your, own God and Fa- 
her hath 1 J ill ne ver leave thee nor 
* thee, Pal. XXxIv. 10. They, that fk 
F _ 


BY Yijur Ort rot pe- 
the Lord ſhall not want any good thing. "Luke 
Kii. 30. Dar benventy' Father knoweth thi 

1 Habe nee of all theſe things. Does e 
| know: your” Wants? And can he ſupply 1 

A Then his I.ove will ineline“ him tf 
40 it. 1 Pet. v. 7. Caſting all your Care um 

Bim 7 be careth for you. Weak Believer, Wi: 
chou zedft not to diſtract thy Heart with 
anxious Cares; thou haſt a Father , 
Heaven that cares for thee. Reaſon t. 
Cafe, then, with thy own Soul, and fa, 
He that has given hirhſelf and his Chrit. 
how ſhall be not, with him alſo, freely gi F 
tis all things ? Rom. viii. 32. 1 

I. If the Children of God are afraid 
they ſhall loſe the means of Grace, or th: 
Influences of the Spirit of God under t 
Be Uſe of the Means: for there ar 
ome, like good old Eli, whoſe Heil 
iremble for the Ark of God. 1 Sam. iv. 1 
Jeſt the Glory ſhould depart from th 
Houſe of God. Theſe are not afraid «i 
4 Famine of Bread, but of the Word dc 
the Lord, or leſt they ſhould have len 
' Souls i in the midſt of plenty y. O what 
Word in Seaſon has Jeſus Chriſt pro videſ 1 
for the Relief of his People in ſuch a Caſe 
Lai. xli. 17, 18. When the poor and nee 
ſeek ater, Soul-Refreſhment, and tber gracic 
7.011 and heir Tongue, their Heart, failet\g'us or 
for 25 A, of with defire of God the livigſßzvurage 
God: "Whar s the Word in Seaſon, poli he Lora 
vided,” as a ſufficient” Balance againſt de,“. An 

* roubtef 


x Y Perm. III. 0 every true Beliewee, » 


«BET rouble of the Soul? I tbe Lord will 
ear them: Pray obſerve that Expreſſion; 
Winder your Troubles, you muſt be ſure to 
Net the God-hearing Prayer, hear from you. 
If any be afflicted, let him pray. And 
When, ſaich God, 7 will hear tbem; I the 
god, Hrael will not forjake them, I will 
ben Rivers in high Places, and Fountains in 
u e mid/t of the Vallies; I will make the 
ildernaß a Pool of Water, and the dry 
and Springs of Water. This is to be un- 
it, erſtood ſpiritually, of God's gracious 
roviſions to ſupply the Wants of his Peo- 
ie. We owe all this Grace and Good» 
A deſs to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, O how 
Precious ſhould. he be to Believers, 'who 
r= the only Perſons that are intereſted in 
Nee great and precious Promiſes, in Chriſt 
us. 
(s. If humble Chriſtians are diſcouraged 
r want of ſenſible Profiting under the 
Means of Grace; for how often do they 
Scwail, before God, as well as to their 
1 ellow-Chriſtians; 0 what unaffected 
Hearts! O what treacherous Memories 
low forgetful, and how unfruitful; what 
Wonder is it that I am not cut down; 
one that cumbreth the Ground! What 
= gracious Word, in Seaſon, does dear 
us our great Prophet ſpeak to his diſ- 
i uraged Diſciples, Ilai. xlvili. 17. 7 am 
e Lord thy God, that teacheth thee to pro- 
And they are taught of the Lord to 
F 2 Profit, 


roo YFeſus Chriſt moſt precious 


Government of their Heart and Life. 
(6. If the Diſciples of Chriſt are di. 
couraged that they cannot pray as they 


the Wants of their Souls. 
come to divine Worſhip 


they deſire to do. 


others. 


Diſciples. P/al. x. 17. 


40 bear. 


Profit, that are willing to put away Sin; 
they are taught to Profit, that deſire tobe i 
found in the ſincere Practice of | every 6 
known Duty; and they are taught to © Of 
Profit, that receive and reſt upon Jeſu; e 

Chriſt alone for Salvation ; that ſubmit u 
his Righteouſneſs, and deſire that Chriſ, 


as Lord and King, ſhould have the ſol: ; 57 
= /ow ; 
li. 
would do; their Mouths are ſometimes | Delig 
ſhut up; they cannot get their Hears 
affected either with a Senſe of Sin, or of 
They cannot 
with ſuch an A 
of the Majeſty and Holineſs of God uM 
They cannot mou 
for Sin, while they confeſs it; nor cu 

they wreſtle with God in Prayer, as the f 

would do, for Mercy for themſeves ani 
O what a Word in Seaſon u 
Jeſus Chriſt prepared for his diſcourage 
Lord, thou e 
beard ibe Dejire of ihe humble, thou ui en 
prepare their Hearts, and cauſe thine Au 


Pfal. cu. 17. He will regard d 


Serm 
the 1 


be I 


offere 


terceſ 
to pi 
Praye 


What i 


Fes -. 


Count 


18 


treacil 
the I 


living 


O wh 


Jeſus 


Souls. 
laſting 


ill 
Hall 7 
Prayer of the deſtitute, and not deſpiſe {het 4 f 
Prayer. If any may think that this wiſh Peopl 
David's Mercy only ; but What is this (0 a 
ſuch a one as I? We have an Arſwer, i 
the next Words; ver. 18. This | ſhall i 
written for the Generation to come: ay 
my 


Acco 


miſes 

Promi 
to the 
all the 
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the People which ſhall be created, ſhall praiſe 


. the Lord. Take Care that thy Prayers be 
e offered up in Sincerity and in the Name 


of Chriſt, reſting upon his Merits and In- 
terceſſion; and while you pray, be ſure 
0 4 to put away Sin; and then, tho' the 
Prayer be mean, in thy own Eſteem, but 
as the Chattering of a Crane or of a Swal- 
BS ow; as Hezekiah reckon'd his Prayer; 
li. xxxviii. 14. Yet Jeſus Chriſt may take 
Delight in it. Cant. ii. 14. O my Dove, 
bat art in the Clefts of the Rock, in the Sa- 
W cret Places of the Stairs, Let me ſee thy 
= Countenance, let me hear thy Voice; for 
Veet is thy Voice, and thy Countenance is 
= comely. ; 
FJ. If, weak Chriſtians are afraid their 
= treacherous Hearts ſhould turn away from 
the Lord, and forſake the Fountain of 
ling Waters, and loſe all their Hope. 
SF © what a Word in Seaſon, has the Lord 
eſus Chriſt provided for ſuch troubled 
= Souls. Fer. xxxii. 40. I will make an ever- 
laing Covenant with them, that I will not 
urn away from them to do them good; but 
Iwill put my Fear in their Hearts, that they 
Hall not depart away from me. On all theſe 
Accounts Jefus Chriſt is precious to his 
People, for all the great and precious Pro- 
W miles are obtain'd thro! him. All the 
Promiſes of God are in him yea and Amen 
to the Glory of God the Father. They are 
all the Fruits of Chriſt's Purchaſe, and are 


7-3 all 


#02 . Feſus Chrift moſt precious * 
all given to Believers in Chriſt, That e 
Promiſe in Chriſt might be ſure to all e 
Seed; that is to Believers, who are the! dainec 
Spiritual Seed of Abrabam and of Chriſt. bis Bl 
[2.] And there is ſomething further to Remi/ 
render Jeſus Chriſt precious to Believers , | and . 
and that is, that they received the Gra 7eſns. 
of precious Faith from him. He is h 13. 
Author and Finiſher of it. Heb. xii. 2 it car 
And the Grace of Faith may well be call | Soul 
precious, upon many Accounts, the m 
[i. The Grace of Faith is precious 3 Faitb 
it is a Means of the Soul's Union with, is Lo 
Relation to, and Intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, | cipally 
Believing Souls are united to Chriſt. EH love t 
iii. 17. That Chriſt may dwell in your Heam Nis Sa 
by Faith, And thus alſo they are neary | [4 
related unto God in Chriſt. Gal. iii. 26 it is. 
Me are all the Children of God by Faith nM Jeſus 
Chriſt Feſus. That is by receiving of hin Dot ot 
Fobn i. 12. As many as received bim, to tin Exce! 
gave be Power to become the Sons of CG imitat 
even to them that believed on his Nam to the 
And thus Faith is a Means of Souls be that cl 
coming precious to God. Eph, v. 1. lie vers 
ye Followers of God, as dear Children. J 47: x 
2. The Grace of Faith is precious, 8B 5: 
it is a Means of the believing Souls I. carries 
tereſt in the perfect Righteoufneſs of jeſu God! 
Chriſt, and of their ſtanding juſtified be nels, ; 
fore God, and of the Pardon of all ther ther, 
Sins. Rom. iii. 22. Even the Rigbtecuſi Wl S'VE | 
of God, which is by Faith of Jeſus Chrifh MY in Ti. 
| | n 


Serm. 


unto 4 
25. U 


% ia Time of Need. So they are N 
I F. 4 0 
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unto 3 and upon. all them that believe. Ver. 
25. hm Cod bath ſet forth, or fore- or- 


W dained, to be a Propitiation, thro Faith in 
is Blood, to declare bis Righteouſneſs for the 
= Remifion, of, Sins. — That he, might be juſt 
and the Juſtißer of them that believe in 


b | 7 eſus, 


[3. The Grace of Faith is precious, 28 


it carries out the beſt Affections of the 
Soul towards Chriſt, to delight in him, 
the moſt precious Object; for this is that 
Faitb that works ;by Love. Gal. v. 6. that 
is Love to Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity; prin- 
7 cipally and in the firſt Place; and then to- 
love thoſe that belong to Jeſus Chriſt, for 
his Sake. 


15 


(4. The Grace of Faich,; 18. precious, as 


it is a Meaps of conforming the Soul. to 
Jeſus Chriſt i in Holineſs. And this it does, 

not only as it preſents to their View the 
Excellent Example of Jeſus Chriſt, to be 
imitated by us; but as it carries the Soul 
to the Fountain of the Blood, of. Chriſt, 
that cleanſeth from all Sin. And thus Be- 


lie vers have their Hearts purified by F aith. 
Ads xv. . 


5. The Grace of Faith i 18 precious, F. 


carries the Soul to God in Chriſt, as the 
God hearing Prayer, with all holy Bold- 
Wy neſs, and Confidence, as Children, — Fa- 
ther, able and ready to help us; and 
give the Mercy and Grace, that may Help: 


P 


a 


_ 


104 "Yeſus Cbrift "mt precious 


Ser 
to do; and ſo Faith aſſiſts them to do this 
Heb. iv. 16. Let us come boldly to the 'Throy ! thenc 
of Grace, that we may obtain Mercy and fu Joys, 
Grace to help in Time of Need. This Liberty! the 8 
of Acceſs to God, on a Throne of Grice, uncer 
is owing to Jeſus Chriſt. Epb. iii. 12. has t 
whom, in Chriſt, Ve have Boldneſs and A., Worl 
ceſs with Confidence, thro the Faith of bin I7. 

his tends to make Jeſus Chriſt precios IM it dil 
to Believers. * Life; 
6. The Grace of Faith is precious, x Nom. 


miſe, 


it gives the "Believer Victory over the! 
= 2/Ving 


World. t John v. 4. This is the Vit 
whereby wwe overcome the World, even an laviſt 
Faith. Or this is the Means of our Vitor, / Faithf 
And Faith gives Believers the Victory, 3 t be 
it diſcovers the Emptineſs, Shortneſs, Un-W fixed, 
certainty and diſappointing Nature of is as 
earthly things; that they were never the P. 
pointed for the Reſt and Portion of Souls; to the 
the beſt Enjoyments of the World periſh 21. 1 
with the Uſing; they are corruptible things Dm 
All Earthly Enjoyments have this Voice n x. 23- 
them; Ariſe, depart, this is not your RSH. Is. 
If you enquire after true Happineſs, alt is a 
the Creatures will ſay, it is vt in me, And tions 
Faith alſo gives the Soul a clear and a Vea 
fecting View of greater, better, mor in th 
valuable, ſuitable and durable Mercies and Faith 
Bleſſings, than any of the good things of Temp 
this Life. Heb. xi. 1. Faith is the Subſtan'Þ Streng 
of things hoped for; the Evidence of thing e Prom 
por ſeen. And 5 the Soul has _ the 
this 


«xz 
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do, chis View of both, by the Eye of Faith, 
e thenceforth, the chief Deſires, Cares, Fears, 
Joys, Hopes, Delights and Satisfaction of 
ry | the Soul, are not ſo converſant about the 
ce, WY uncertain and periſhing things of this Life, 
nas the things that relate to another 
Ar. 2 Wor Id. 


in, [/. The Grace of Faith is precious as 
ous ME it diſpoſes the Soul to glorify God in this 

Life; eſpecially when it is ſtrong Faith. 
Nom. iv. 20. He ſtaggered not at the Pro- 
= miſe, thre? Unbelief, but was ſtrong in Faith, 

* 2iving Glory to God. It frees the Soul from 

„ flaviſth Fears; and truſts in the Power and 

Faithfulneſs of God. Pal. cxii. 7. He ſpall 

not be afraid of evil Tidings; bis Heart is 

seed, truſting in the Lord. And this Faith 
is as Needful while the Soul is waiting for 
the Promiſes; teaching the Believer to look. 

to the Truth and Power of God. Nom. iv. 

ri 8 21. Being fully perſuaded, that what be had 

Promised, be was alſo able to perform. Heb. 

e in x. 23.— e is failbful that promiſed. 

Rl IS. The Grace of Faith is precious, as 
ait is a good Defence againſt the Tempra- 
tions of Satan. 1 Pet. v. g. Whom reſiſt, - 

BE /icad/aſt in the Faith : In the Doctrines and 

in the Grace of Faith. The Grace of 

Faith itſelf is not our Strength againſt 

Temptations, but it Jays hold of the 

Strength of Chriſt and the Grace of the 

jm Promiſes for its Relief. And thus Faith 

sche Shield of Defence to the Soul, to re- 


F 5 pel 


EE 2338 * — 


TR» p —__ 
n — 


166 Yoſus Chrift niet prreiau. Ser 
pel the poiſon'd Darts of Satan's Tempta. l 
tions. Epb. vi. 16. Above all, taking the F 7 
Shield of Faith, wherewith ye ſhall be able 1s 8 _Fait} 
quench all the fiery Darts of the wicked one, 


gave 
Taking che Shield, that is taking Care to Wl che! 
keep Faith in its lively Exerciſe. and 
[o. The Grace of Faith is precious, as it can 
helps the Soul to ſee its Intereſt in the great 
great and precious Promiſes; and afliſs ſeſs 
the Soul rightly to apply them. And thus exce 
Faith brings in Solid Joy and Peace to the Golc 
believing Soul. Rom. xv. 13. Now the Gil but 
of Hope fill you with all Foy and Peace in Be. the 
lieving. Unbelief locks up all the Treaſure: Cold 
of the Covenant, and hides Comfort from Fr 
the Soul; but Faith opens all the Trez IM it b 
ſures of Grace, contain'd in the Covenant dout 
of Promiſes: It firſt Shews what is in them, MW Eter 
and then ſhews the SouPs Intereſt: And Belie 
thus Faith makes the Promiſes doubly IM eter: 
{weet to the Believer. It is the Property v. 10 
of true Faith to take hold of the Cove- /ed 7 
nant.; but it is the Language of frong Faith BR after 
to ſay; He bath made with me an everlaſ. fett, 
ing Covenant. Faith, as it is true, takes Sc 
hold of God in Chriſt for the Soul's Reſt whic 
and Portion; but rong Faith only can prec 
{ay, this God is our God for ever and ever, the 
and he will be our Guide even unto Death. riche 
True Faith accepts of Jeſus Chriſt as God's Wt the 
free Gift, and reſts the Soul upon him; but . Chri 
it is /irong Faith only that can fay, My Be- theft 


loved is mine and I am his. True Faith 
- applies 


So 

— 

7 * 
r 


: Faith o/ cin 


N fe, ſtabliſb, ſtrengthen, ſettle you. 


F riches of Grace. May the God of Grace, 
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gave himſelf for me. yo rue Na can view 
the Promiſes, as they are Koh ſaitable 
and-ſure-z but it is ſtrong h only that 
can ſay, He hath given to us exceeding 
great and precious Promiſes. Neverthe- 
leſs the weakeſt Meaſure of true Faith is 
exceeding precious; more precious than 
Gold : Not only is the Grace of Faith fo, 
but the very Tryal of it, as it tends to 
the Increaſe of it, is ink precious. than 
Gold that periſheth. '1 Pet. i. 

10. The Grace of Faith 1s eb as 
it brings the believing Soul to an un- 
doubted Title to, and regular Hopes of 
Eternal Life thro? Jeſus Chriſt our Bord. 
Believers are brought to the Beginnings of. 
eternal Life, by effectual Calling. 1 Pet. 
v. 10. The God of all Grace, who hath cal- 
led us to his eternal Glory by feſus Chriſt, . 
after ye have ſuffered a while, make you per- 
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So much be faid of the fifth Head, 
which was to ſhew, that Jeſus Chriſt is 
precious to Believers, on the Account of 
the Diſplay of his tranſcendent” Love, and 


the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, grant you the happy erer of 
theſe things in your own Souls. | 


SERMON 
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5 
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SERMON VV. 
and, as Dee; 1 g 


Unio you, therefore, which. believe, be i 
| Precious. 


"Av HAVE, in the former 
—& Diſcourle, ſhewn in many 
| J Particulars upon what Ac. 
counts Jeſus Chriſt is pre. 
cious to Believers. There 
is one thing more I have 
now to add, and that is, 

6. Thar Jeſus Chriſt is moſt precious 
to Believers, as whatſoever makes any of 
the Creatures lovely, deſirable and preci- 
ous one to another, is originally in Chriſt; 
jt 1s in them as a Ciſlern, but it is in Jeſus 
Chriſt as an inexhauſtible Fountain; it is 
in them as a Stream; but it is in Chriſt as 
the unmeaſurable Ocean. The Treaſure 
of all the Grace that ever ſhall be convey'd 
to the Sons of Men, are laid up in Chriſt. 
It a Drop from the Fountain, or from the 
Ocean makes any Soul precious; as Be- 
lievers are the excęllent of the Earth, both 


in the Eſteem of God and good my 
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oO what muſt the Fountain itſelf be! Whar- 
ſoever Excellency is in any of the Crea- 
rures which makes them agreeable to us; 
or on the Account of which they are high- 
y prized by us, the ſame is found in Jeſus 
Z Chriſt, in its Perfection. Permit me to 
explain it in a few. Particulars, | 

(1 Js Beauty one Ground of the Crea- 
ture's delighting in each other; the Lord 
jeſus Chriſt excels them all, he is fairer 
W than the Children of Men, P/al. xlv. 2. 
All the Beauty and Glory of the Creatures 
centre in him, and they derive all from 
him; he is more glorious than the Sun in 
the Firmament. | 1 
(2.) Dogs Wiſdom recommend any C 
ture to the Affections of another; the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is the Viſdom of Ged. He not 
only governs the World in Wiſdom, but 
as a Prophet he teaches Men to know God 


of WM and himſelf, which is eternal Life, and he 
ci· ¶ ſhews them his Covenant, their Work and 
ſt; Portion, and their Way to a bleſſed End. 
ſus He allo inſtructs Men to make a wiſe 


Choice of that good Part that ſhall never 
be taken away from them; that is, of God 
uin Chriſt, of the Treaſures of his new Co- 
venant, and of the Service of Chriſt, as 
perfect Freedom. And thus Jeſus Chriſt 
makes them wile to Salvation. Moreover 
Chriſt excels all others in Wiſdom, as he 
over-rules all Affairs of the World for his 
own Glory, and the good of his People. 


(3.) Does 


6 Yeſts Dhrif wt feht 


68% Doxs Uſefuineſs, in any e 


beſptak the Affections and Eſteem of . 
thersz Jeſus Chriſt is more than all the 
Creatures _ together, he is all things 10 
his 1 „their Light, their Life, ther“ 
Food, vr Strength, their Clothing and 
e their Riches and Honour, their 


Guide and Leader, their Healer, their Ad 
vocate and Interceſſor, and all in all. 

(A.) Doks a meek and quiet Spirit, atten- 
ded with Patience and Humility, com. 
monly win the Love and Eſteem of Fel. 
low Creatures; Jeſus Chriſt excels them all 
in theſe moſt deſirable Endowments; he is 
a perfect Pattern of Humility and Neck. 

neſs for all his Diſciples. Matt. xi. 29, 
Learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
Heart, and ye ſhall find Reft for your Souls, 

165.) Doi Faithfulneſs to any Truſt, win 
the Love-and Eſteem of one to another; 
this is eminently found in - Jeſus Chriſt; 
he is faithful to him that appointed him. Tel. 
ni. 2. That is to God the Father, that 
gave him his Work, as Mediator; and he 
is faithful alſo to keep that which his Peo- 
ple have committed to his Truſt, againſt 
the great Day of his Appearing. 

(6.) Does ſincere and ardent Love in any 
one, call for the Love and Eſteem of o- 
thers; the Lord Jeſus Chriſt excels them all; 
no Creature can poſſibly love another at 
ſuch a Rate as Jeſus Chriſt has done; he 

z has loved his People more than his L 
ite, 
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e, Life, his Love is ſtrong as Death, many 
Vaters cannot quench it, nor the Floods drown 
e . And it is as free, as it is great and un- 
to common. - Jeſus Chriſt firſt ſet his Love 
er upon his People, they were precious in his 
id Sight from everlaſting; His Delights were 
ir with the Sons of Men, before the Founda- 
d. tions of the World were laid. Thus the 
Love of Chriſt to his People was free Love, 
n. and our Love is Gut a Fruit of his Love: 
n- Mꝛie love him, becauſe be jirſt loved us. And the 
. WW Way to have Jeſus Chriſt more precious to- 
aus is, more cloſely, ſeriouſly and frequent- 
fly to view his tranſcendent Love to us. 
„And Behevers have been and are aſſiſted, 
9. by the Gofpel- Revelation, to view this 
Love of Chriſt. e n e! (085 


II.] In its Spring, it was perfectly free, 
in chere was nothing done by them, or fre- 
r; ſeen in them, to move him to ſet his Love 
t; upon them, but every Way the contrary; 
el. they were unlovely, hateful and hating 
at one another, Enemies to God, and that in 
he their very Minds. What could there be in 
3 Poor, blind, deaf, ragged, filthy, loath- 
ſome, fooliſh, ſtubborn, rebellious, deceit- 
ful, guilty, curſed and juſtly condemned 
Creatures, to move Jeſus Chriſt to ſet his 
Love upon them. The beſt of Believers 
have Reaſon to ſtand and wonder, and 
8 iay, Lord what is Man, that thou art mind- 
ul of him! Or the Son of Man, that thou 
ſhouldeft vifit him! O-what am I] aud what 
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was my Father's Houſe, that thou haſt brought f 
me hitberio!, Our Love is all due to him, 
When 


but his Love was never due to us. 
he beheld us fallen, ruin'd and loſt, he might 
have left us in our miſerable Condition, az 
he did the fallen Angels, without a Saviour, 
reſerv'd in Chains under Darkneſs, to the Jud; 


ment of the great Day. But O diſtinguiſhing, | 


ſovereign, rich and free Grace, that made 
a Difference between us and them! 

[2.] Believers are directed to take a View 
of the Love of Chriſt in ſome of its won- 
derful Fruits and Effects. 

[1. That he ſhould take them into Union 
with himſelf, making them Members of his 
Body; taking them into a Marriage Rel 
tion to himſelf, O wonderful Condeſcenti- 
on! The King of Glory ſtoops to a Subject, 
to a Beggar on the Dunghil; to an Enemy, 
to a Rebel, a poor, miterable, guilty, de- 
formed arid defiled Creature! His Love 
mult make them, what he would have them 
to be, 


of his holy Spirit, to take of the things of 
Chriſt, and ſhew them to his People; and 
to aſſiſt them at the Throne of Grace, as 
the Spirit of Grace and Supplication ; and as 
the Sanctifier, to work Holinels in them; to 
conform them to the Image of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and to make them meet tor the Inheritance 
of the Saints in Light; and as the Spirit 
of Adoption, to witnels with their Spa 

that 


| thro | 


[2. His Love is wonderful, in the Gift | 


Sin, ., 


to hir 


Life: 
cordin 
the B. 
xili. 3 
things 
are in 


ruſale; 
healin 
only, 


erm. IV. ro every true Believer. 113 
chat they are the Children of God. 4 
(3. Another wonderful Fruits of Chrift 
Love to his People is, their Liberty of Ac- 
ceſs to God, by the Blood of Chriſt. 1 Pet. 
iii. 18. For Chriſt alſo hath once fuffered for 
W Sin, the Juſt for the Unjuſt, that he might bring 
, % God; that is both to an happy Relation 
to him by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, and to God 
as on a Throne of Grace, to aſk and obtain 
= Mercy, and find Grace to help in Time of 
Need. ö 5 
= [4. ANorHER wonderful Fruit of the 
= Love of Chriſt, is the Pardon of Sin, and 
W juſtifying the unbelieving Soul, thro” the 
E Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chaiſt, as our Surety 
= with God. Erb. i. 7. We have Redemption 
= thro his Blood, the Obedience of Chriſt, in 
Life and Death, he Forgiveneſs of Sins, ac- 
W cording to the Riches of his Grace, Thus the 
the Believer ſtands juſtified before God. AZ. 
$ xii. 39. He that believeth is juſtified ſrom all 
m things, There is no Condemnation to them that 
WW ore in Chriſt Jeſus. Rom. viii. 1. And all 
are in Chriſt, that believe in him. 
= [;. ANOTHER Fruit of the Love of Chriſt 
is the Sanctification of his People, and heal- 
ing their Souls Diſeaſes, thro? the Virtue of 
bis precious Blood. Zech. xiii. 1. In that 
Day there ſhall be a I'ouutain opened to the 
Houfe of David. and to the Inhabitants of Je- 
riſalem, for Sin and for Uncleanneſs. The 
healing of the Diſeaſes of the Soul, is not 
only, taking away the Guilt of Sin, but 
the 


a 14 Jol urig maſt precious 


the Power and, Dominion. alſo, and — 

the Power of Sin is taken. away, hen Sin 
has loſt the Affections. Sin has Dominion : 
over all Men by Nature; for they yield up : 
themſelves to the Service of Sin. Rom, vi, 
16. To whom ye yield your ſelves Servants u 
obey, bis Servants ye are, whom je obey, But 
Sin does not reign in any true Believer, if 
Ver: 14. Sin all not have Dominion over you: 
Theſe yeild up themſelves to the Govern. 
ment of Jeſus Chriſt. And Jeſus Chriſt heal | 
their Diſeaſes alſo, as he opens their blind I | 
Eyes: We our ſelves were ſometime Dark. 

_ neſs, but now are light in the Lord. He 
allo heals the Plague of the Heart; for even 
Unbeliever is under that dreadful Diſeaſe; 

and that is an hard, ſtoney, deceicful, wick 
ed Heart, prone to Evil, and averſe to Gd 
and Goodneſs. Theſe Diſcaſes Jeſus Chritt | 
heals with his Death, and the Application WR 
of the Merits of it. Jai. liii. 5. — With bi 
Stripes we are healed, N 

(6. TRE wonderful Love of Chriſt is e. 
preſs'd in his deſiring to have them all wit 
himſelf in Glory. John. xvii. 24. Father ! 
will, that thoſe alſa, whom i bou haſt given ne, 
be with me where 1 an, that they may be bos 
my Glory. Jeſus Chriſt, as Mediator of the 

New Covenant, and as Redeemer of his Peo- 

ple, exalted at the right Hand of God; is I 

not willing.to enjoy the Glory of Heaven, 

WiFhout his ple | 


[7, Jeſus | 
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n 7. Jeſus Chriſt ſhews his wondrous Love 
in 


to his People, by his ever living in Heaven 


to make Interceſſion for them. Heb. vii. 28. 
i perefore be is able to ſave to the Uttermoſt, 
i. them that come unto God by bim; Seing be 
1 ever lives lo make Interceſſion for them. And 
ut this Life of Jeſus Chriſt, in Heaven, for 
er. his People is, that their Prayers may re- 
: WF ceive a gracious Anſwer; and that he may 
n- give down all the Neceſſary Grace of his 
ls WW Purchaſe to them. Upon theſe Accounts, 
nd WF Jeſus Chriſt may well be precious'to.Belie- 
k- vers. But I have to add; | 

e [3.] Trar Believers are aſſiſted, by the 
17 WW Goſpel, to view the Love of Jeſus Chriſt in 
le; ſome of its Properties. Dan a0 ©1 
ck. II. Ir is a boundleſs and unmeaſurable 
h Love: It hath Length and Breadth and 


Heighth and Depth in it, it is Love that 
paſſeth Knowledge. Was ever Love like 
b WE his? did any Man ever lay down his Life for 
& his Enemy? But thus did Jeſus Chriſt, the 

ex- We Juſt for the Unjuſt, that he might bring us 
ich WW to God. The King for Subjects or rather 
for Rebels. Well may he be precious to Be- 
levers: For their Lives were precious in his 
Sight. When no other Price could be found, 
ſufficient for the Ranſom of their Souls, he 
gave himſelf a Ranſom for them. He pur- 
chaſed them with a great Price; not with 
Money, not with Silver and Gold, neither 
did he give Men for their Redemption; as 
was ſaid of the Redemption of the 9 
* 


116 PJeſus Chriſt moſt precious 
of the Iſraelites. Jai. xliii. 3, 4. I am thy 
Lord thy God, the holy one of Iſrael, thy Savi 
our; 1 . Egypt pA thy Ranſom ; Ethiapi a 
and Seba for the. —I will give Men for thee, 
and People for thy Life. Jeſus Chrift did not 
give Princes and Kingdems for the Ranſom 
of his People; but he gave himſelf. Gal. i. 14, 
His Body and Soul; his Obedience in Life 
and Death was the Ranſom and Price of 
their Redemption. Every thing below Jeſus 
Chriſt, was a Price too mean to redeem loft 
Souls. Pjal. xlix. 8. The Redemption of the 
Soul 15 precious, and it ceaſeth for ever. As Mp 
the Soul its ſelf was precious, ſo mult the 
Price of its Redemption bear a Proportion 
to it; and that was the Blood of Chriſt 
1 Pet. xviii. 19. For as much as ye know that 
ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, a 
Silver or Gold, but with the precious Blood of 
Chriſt. | 

[2. Tyr Love of Chriſt was Seaſonal 
expreſs d, When we were without Strength, 
ix due Time, Chriſt dyed for the Ungodly. Ron. Wt 
v. 6. In due Time, that is, when we were 
ready to ſink into eternal Deſtruction; then 
he ſnatch'd us as a Brand out of the Buri: 
Ing. 

[3. The Love of Chrift is uncbangeall 
Love, it was everlaſting; Jer. xxxi. 3. 
1 have loved thee with everlaſting Love: There 
fore with Loving. Kindneſs have I drawn thee; i 
and it is Love that will endure for ever; 


us allo it is everlaſting Love Rom. vin. 1 - 
; 


miler; 
{erve 
for tl 
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Who ſhall ſeparate us from the Love of Cbriſt? 
Shall Tribulation, or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, 
ar Famine, or Nakedneſs, or Peril, or 
Sword? — Nay, in all theſe things, ive are 
W more than Conquerors, thro him that loved us: 
Vor I am perſuaded, that neither Death, nor 


= Life, nor Angels, nor Principalities, nor Por- 


er, nor things preſent, nor things to come, 
nor Heighth, nor Depth, nor any other: Crea- 
ure, ſhall be able to ſeparate us from the Love 


la. The Love of Chriſt is perfectly free. 
Our Love to him can't be ſo pure and free, 
as his Love is to us, without Motive, with- 
cout Merit. He ſaw us in our Blood, polluted 
in our Sins, and that was the Time of his 


it. Love; Ezek. xvi. 6. He beheld us poor 


and miſerable, blind and naked, guilty 
and defiled, curſed and condemned, deform- 
ed and deſtroyed, Priſoners and Captives, 
Enemies and Rebels to himſelf; and that 


was the Time of his Love: That is the 


Time of giving out to us, ſome of the 
Fruits of his Love; ſome preventing Acts 
of his Mercy and Grace to thoſe-that-were 
miſerable and undeſerving. Thus Jeſus de- 
lerves the higheſt Eſteem of his People, 


Chriſt, His Fountain of Grace -can never 
be drawn dry; and his Love is/altogether 
as unmeaſurable as his. Treaſures of Grace. 
He has ſupply'd the Wants of his People, 
In 
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: of God, which is in Chriſt Feſus our Lord. 


tor that Good which is found in any Crea- 
ture, is derived from the All-fulneſs of 


x13 J Chrift: moſt: precious | 
in all Ages and Generations paſt. Jobn i. 16 
O bis Fulneſ; have ve all received, and Grat: 


Supply, as ever he was; and ever will beſo, 


ther is the Sea ſenſibly. diminiſhed, by ſup- 


Creation to this Day. Yet theſe are but 
Creatures. Much leſs will the Infinite Ful. 
neſs of Jeſus Chriſt be diminiſhed, by his 
fupplying of his People, throughout all the 
Ages of the World, with his Streams of 
Mercy and Grace. All the holy Angels of 
Light, and all the glorified Saints in Heaven, 
received their Glory and Beauty from Chriſt, 


ever they have, wherein they excel others, 
they received all from the Fulneſs of ' Chriſt, 
All theſe things tend to render Jeſus Chriſt 
precious to Believers. But if Jeſus Chriſt 
becomes precious to us, we muſt behold 
him in ſome of his preventing Acts of Love 
towards us. We muſt! ſee the King in his 
Beauty, We muft behold him as bleeding 
and dying for us, we' muſt ſee that he has 
pardon'd and healed: us: For we love bim 
L becauſe 


and Believers; now upon Earth, received was / 


their Grace and Holineſs from him. What- three 


4. 
1 
* 


even to the End of the World. The Sun 
is not ſenſibly diminiſhed, by its Light and 
Influences upon the whole Earth, from the 
Creation of the World even *cill now: Nei. mie 


plying all the Rivers, and watering all tte 
ands, throughout the World, from the 


for Grace. And yet Jefus Chriſt is a ful) WW; 
Fountain ſtill, He is now as able to fit hi 
every needy Soul, that comes to him for 
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6, b becauſe be firſt loved us, 1 John iv. 19. He 

loved us freely; but we cannot love him ſo; 
if Souls love Jeſus Chriſt, 'tho” they love 
Il ; him ſincerely,” yet they love him for ſome 
ir Benefit that they have received from him, 
o, 5 or ſome Benefit that they hope to receive. 

in ; Hem exvi. 1. I love the Lord, Why? Was his 
0 Love to God from the bare Conſideration 
e of his divine Petfections? No, verily, theſe 
l eb rather be the Ground' of Dread and 
p» WT Terror to fallen Sinners; but becauſe of 
he ſome Act of Grace, that God had extended 


towards him, God had heard his Prayer, 
and granted the Deſires of his Soul; there- 
fore he adds, I love the Lord becauſe He 
bath heard my Voice and my Supplication. So 
& Believers delight in Jeſus Chriſt 3 or he be- 
comes moſt precious to them, becauſe they 
of have taſted of his Grace, the Fruits of his 
n, Wt everlaſting Love. Cant. ii. 3. I ſate under 
ſt, bis Shadow with great Delight, and his Fruit 
ed was feet unto my Taſte, Obſerve theſe 
chree or four Parts in thoſe Words; becauſe 
rs, WM chey are ſuitable to our Purpoſe, and be- 
it, cauſe they tend to render Jeſus Chriſt moſt 
4 ace to Behevers. 
I.] Trar there are moſt excellent Fruits, 
chat the Diſciples of Chriſt partake of from 
him. Free pardon” of Sin, that's a moſt 
bleſſed Fruit of the Blood of Chriſt, ''and 
Jof his perfect Righteouſneſs, and it is plea- 
| fant Fruit to“ thoſe that are convinced of 
their Sin and Miſery; if God will ſay to 
that 


120 YFefus Chrift moſt precious" |, 
that Soul, Son, be of good cbeer, thy Sins are 
forgiven tbee. And there is alſo the bleſſed 
Fre ruit of Chriſt's Purchaſe and Love, their 
Relation to God as his adopted Children, 
by Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. Jobn i. 12. 4; 
many as received bim, to them gave be Power 
to become the Sons of God, even to them that 
believed on bis Name. Such have Liberty 
alſo. of Acceſs to God, by Jeſus | Chriſt, 
That's pleaſant; Fruit both = the Purchaſe 
of Chriſt, and of the Indwelling of the 
Spirit of God. Beſides ſuch have the great 
and precious Promiſes, with the {eaſonable 
Application of them to the Soul; theſe are 
pleaſant Fruits, P/a/. xciv. 19. In the 
Multitude of my Thoughts within me, thy Con- 
farts, thy Promiſes, delight. my Soul. And 
there is alſo the pleaſant. Fruit of Increaſe 
of Grace and Experience, more F aith, more 
Love and more Holineſs. Theſe are the 
very Mercies that Believers pray and long 
and wait for, under the Ordinances of Je 


God's Countenance, Joy and Peace in Be. 
lieving; this is pleaſant Fruit, this is what 
makes Ordinances moſt delightful, and Lite 
uſeful and comfortable. 
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his Benefits, is to taſte of; bis, Fruits. Hs 
Fruits were ſweet. to my, Taſte: „They that 
make Tryal of the Grace of ; Jeſus Chril, 
can beſt; tell what Chriſt;) 8. and how gra- 
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Soul, 
pleaſar 
ſus Chriſt. And there is the. Light ol 
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Icheir P 
Light: 
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2.] The Way to prize . Chriſt and 


cious. Pſal. xxxiv. 8. 0 taſte and ſee, {af 


erm. 


the Lo 
exper! 


are th. 
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coming. 
Trials 
Suppli 
. Fulneſ 
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ment, 
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le Lord is good; Make trial, and you ſhall 
experience that the Lord is gracious. Theſe 
are the happy Souls that are beſt prepar'd, 
and moſt enclin'd to tell others, what they 
have found in Jeſus Chriſt, and what he has 
done for them, and given to them, ; 
& 3.] Whatſoever Grace any have received 
from the Fulneſs of Chriſt, it is but à Taſte; 
O how little a Portion compar'd with what 
od has prepared, and laid up for them 
chat love him. Had they receiv'd much 
more from Chriſt, they would need to come 
ſtill for more. 1 Pet. ii. 3. 1f /o be that ye 
bave taſted that the Lord is gracious, to whom 
coming. There will be new Work and new 
Trials and Temptations, that call for new 
Supplies of Mercy and Grace, out of the 
Fulneſs of Chriſt. And this is to live by 
the Faith of the Son of God. 2 as 
4.] The very Beginnings of Grace in the 
= Soul, tho' but a Taſte, are ſweet and 
W pleaſant to the Receiver. This is one Way 
W whereby Jeſus Chriſt becomes very precious 
to Believers, when they receive theſe Fruits 

Jof his Purchaſe and Love. 22 
Thus I have ſhewn. ſome of the Grounds 
Jof Believers delight in Chriſt; or upon what 
Accounts he is precious to them. He is 
their Prophet, Prieſt and King; he is their 
Light and Wiſdom, their Life, their Food, 
Wencir, Strength, their Clothing and Orna- 

ment, their Riches, their Guide and Lea- 

der, their Phyſician and Healer, their Trea- 
Supre emen, 
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122 gt Chi mi precious i? 
ſuty of Grice, ang their al ib all. I 
T have finiſhed che S *cbna general Head. 
e ee How 0 d ee 
Jeſus, Chriſt ls precious to them? 75 hey 1: 
that b#lieve be is Precious 3 but how do the Wn him 
” 1,By chuſing him for their own, and careful ighte 
dedvour to clear up their Intereſt in bin hog of 
Things that aré precious and vilvable, ns, in! 
our Account, we chuſę them bęfote other rhirſt, 
and deſſre to make them our Own. Tu nd wi 
much is taught us by thoſe two ſhort n Evi, 
rables, Matt. xiii. 44, 45, 46. The KingdnWs nat. 
of Heaven is like unto Treaſure hid in a Fillhere's 
"which when a Man hath found, be hide piritua 
and for Foy thereof, goeth and ſelleth all ire will 
be hath, aud buyeth the Field. Again, Mheir $ 
Kingdom of Heaven is like unto a Merlo thei! 
Man, ſeeking goodly Pearls, and when he HHhings 
ound one Pearl of great Price, he ' went in Ch. 
ſold all that he had and bought it. By i ouls m 
we learn alſo, that Belfevers eſteem ithout 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt above all the” precioWents fe 
things in Nature, Gold, Silver, precio ergo a 
Stones and Pearls. Prov. iii. 15. It is MThriſt, 
ken of Chriſt himſelf, under the Name Ming of 


Wiſdom, and it ſhews the high Eſteem tif them 
Believers have of Jeſus Chriſt, that he ved u 


precious to them; She is more precious thieit chot 
Rubies, and all things tha} can he defired, 08 2- Be 
not to be compared with her. What woulWrecious 
Gold and Silver be to a convinced Sinne Tho! 
that ſees his Need of Chriſt and his Gract i pre. 
Beginne ö 


1 
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uncginners wich Chrifl may not know, for a 
nile, that they have Chriſt, but they know 
«Mhac they deſire him, they ſeek after him, 
Ny hey long to win Chriſt, and to be found 
ll 19 him. Phil. iii. 8. They value him, and 
n lntereſt in him, and his Grace and 
fRighteouſneſs above all things. This long- 
in. ng of the Soul after Chriſt, and his Grace, 
, in Scripture, expreſs'd by Hunger, and 
WL hirſt, which are moſt impatient of Delays; 
nid whereſoever they are found, they are 
in Evidence of ſpiritual Life. Where there 
s natural Defire, Hunger and Thirſt, 
here's natural Life, and where there are 
piritual Deſires, there's ſpiritual Life, Such 
Pre willing to part with all things for Chriſt; 
heir Sins and their Self-righteouſneſs, as 
o their Truſt in them: And count all 
hings but Loſs and Dung, that they may 
in Chriſt and be found in him? If ſuch 
ouls may not have him without his Croſs, 
ichout Afflictions, Bonds and Impriſon- 
Wents for his ſake, they are willing to un- 
ergo any thing, ſo they may but enjoy 
Thriſt, his Favour and Grace. This chu- 
Yang of Jeſus Chriſt is a Fruit of his chuſing 
f them: We love him, becauſe he firſt 
ved us, and we chuſe him, becauſe he 
r{t choſe us. - +l 
2. BELIEvERs ſhew that Jeſus, Chriſt, is 
Nrecious to them, by their frequent delight- 
Thoughts of him. P/al. cxxxix. 17. 
Precious are thy Thoughts to ne, O God! 
N 2 How 
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124 Fir Clif mo ben, In, 
How great is the Sum of them | They are g eſtatic 
only many; F 1 ſhould count them, they an De ge 


more in Number than the Sand; when I wal. Light 
Jam ſtill with thee; but they are precio 1 There 
and exceeding delightful to me. Hearts 
3. Believers ſhew that Jeſus Chriſt is pre. Breath 
cious to them, by earneſt Deſires of / /-» 
Preſence, Converſe and Communion witli: C 
him. When he is abſent they cannot vr: 1 
eaſy, but hunger and thirſt, breathe ine, 
long after him. Job xxiii. 3. O that I kn{Wkemen 
wbere I might find him, that I might an on be 
even 10 his Scat. Pal. xlii. 1, 2. y Sal 
Hart panteth after the Water-brooks, jo u 11 
zeth my Soul after thee, O God; My r Lc: 
thirſteth for God, for the living God; Wii: the 
ſhall I come and appear before God? Jeu Fire, 
Chriſt is the chief Deſire of Believers fn all 
firſt to laſt, When they were firſt una eſus C 
Convictions of their loft eſtate, then When 
were molt deſirous to win Chriſt, and Deſires 


be found in him. This was their chief Veſire 
fire and Prayer Day and Night; they log emen 
for Chriſt and his Grace mbre than for i . in the 
World, and for his Favour more than eave a 
the Favour of Men. And after they H uties. 
obtain'd ſome good Hope thro* C muſt h 
that they had won Chriſt, and were foufffatisfyir 
in him by Faith, cloath'd with his Rif Chri 
teouſneſs, and bleſs'd with the Beginn cient St 


of his Grace; even then it is the chief 4. B 
ſire of Believers to know more of him, ¶ to then 
enjoy more from him, ſome ſpecial Mu Habica 


feſtatid 
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dal eſtations of his Love, not any good, not 
he good things of this World, but the 
al; Light of his Countenance. Pſal. iv. 6. 
obere be many that ſay, or with in their 
Hearts, bo will fhew us any Good ? But the 
pre.WBreathing and Language of Grace 1s, Lord, 
f 1-04 up the Light of thy Countenance upon 
wii: Cauſe thy Face to ſhine, P/al. Ixxx. 3. 
t rn us again, O God, and cauſe thy Face to 
vine, and we ſhall be ſaved. Pſal. cvi. 4. 
Remember me, O Lord, with the Favour that 
01 beareſt unto thy People; O viſit me with 
7 Salvation. Cant. viii. 6. Set me as a Seal 
on thine Heart, as a Seal upon thine Arm, 

or Love is firong as Death, Jealouſy is crue! 
25 the Grave, the Coals thereof are Coals 6 

Hire, which hath a moſt vehement Flame. 
Wn all Ordinances and Duties they ſeek 
Weſus Chriſt, and Grace out of his Fulneſs. 
WW hen they are at the loweſt, then their 
WD: lires are after him, Jai. xxvi. 8. The 
WD-/:re of our Soul is to thy Name and to the 
enembrance of thee. And when they are 


WV uties. And when the World ſmiles, they 
muſt have Chriſt, or all is empty and un- 
ſatisfying; and when the World frowns, 
if Chriſt be enjoy'd by them, this is ſuffi- 
cient Strength, Peace and Comfort. 

4. Believers ſnew that Chriſt is precious 
to them, for they yield to him the Seat and 
Habitation of their very Hearts. Eph. iii. 17. 


823 That 


126 Fefus Cbriſt moſt precious erm. 
That Chriſt may dwell in your Hearts by Faith their P 
Their Heart was once a Den of Thieves Wiours. 
and a Cage of every unclean and hatefy from t! 
Luſt; but now it is an Habitation of C and fre 
thro*' the Spirit. They now conſent thy Ark o 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhould dwell in, and have the Wrath. 
ſole Government of the Heart and Soy the Ar 
They would not have a vain, ſinful, unbe. Noah, 
lieving, blaſphemous, murmuring Thought into tl 
lodge within them. Jeſus Chriſt by hj uimſelt 
Power and Grace has open'd the Door of Ceriſt, 
their Heart, and taken Poſſeſſion of it fr And t 
himſelf, and turned out every reigning Sin, meet v 
And the Soul yields itſelf up to God, uMtro him 
thoſe that are alive from the Dead. ; Cords 

g. Believers ſhew that Jeſus Chriſt is pt . (2. 
cious to them, by making uſe of him, fa ly Wa 
all the Ends that God the Father has ay by hir 
pointed him. Wobtain! 

(J.) They fly to him for Safety as thei {ſus Ch 
City of Refuge. So Believers are deſcrib'd, e be 
Heb. vi. 18. Who have fled for Refuge to iin Goc 
bold of the Hope ſet before them. And wi thro' 
cher ſhould they go, or fly for Safety, ſton Lin, 4: 
the Avenger of Blood, the Sword of in m 10 
red Juſtice, but toJeſus Chriſt? Thoſe thit | 
betake themſelves to any other Perſon « i 
thing for Safety, undervalue Jeſus Chtit WM their | 
our Surety, and Mediator with God. 1 tne Na 
Men truſt to their- Sobriety, their mer Erde 
Virtues, their religious Duties, their Pray 


ers, their Confeſſions, their Reformations, being 
their Acts of Charity: Theſe are good un Sing 


their 
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Itheir Places, but theſe cannot be our Sa- 
| g viours. Jeſus Chriſt alone can ſave Souls 
from the avenging Sword of injured Jultice, 


and from the Wrath to come: He is their 
ha Ark of Safety from the Deluge of divine 
the W Wrath, and every true Believer is put into 
oa. he Ark, Chriſt jeſus. God did not ſay to 


Wab, go thou into the Ark, but come thou 


oh ioro the Ark, which implies, that God 
hi himſelf was there already: So God is in 
brit, reconciling the World unto bimfelf. 
And then he calls to Sinners to come and 


meet with him in Chriſt, and Believers fly; 
Fro him ſor Safety, being drawn with the, 

E Cords of Love, 

(.) Believers make Jeſus Chriſt their on- 
By Way to the Father, they come to God 
by him, and there is no other Way of 


a 

F Wobtaining the fayour of God, bur thro Je- 
heir ſus Chriſt, John xiv. 6. ND Man cometh 
b, 1be Father but by me. None can believe 
in God, or take up their Reſt in him but 
Wü thro' Teſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 21. JY/ho, by 
ron bin, do believe in God, that raiſed him up 
nom the dead, and gave him Glory, that your 
that wi Faith and Hope mig bt be in God. f 
1 0r L (3.) They own Teas Chriſt to be the Lord 
nit their Righteouſneſs. Fer. xxiii. 6. This is 
I Name . he ſhall be called, the 
ori Lrd our Righteouſneſs. They trult in him, 
ray WY 20d in the Me rits of his Death. Others, 
ons, being ignorant of God's Righteouſneſs, and 


| going about to. eſtabliſh their own Righ- 
| G. 4 teouſneſs, 
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teouſneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves to 


the Righteouſneſs of God. Rom. x. 3. But 


true Believers deſire to be found in Chriſt, 
truſting alone to the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
our Surety. with God. Phil. iii. 8, 9. This 
is that wedding Garment in which God can 
behold Believers with' Delight, a Garment 
that will never wax old, never wear out, 
never be out of date; it is an everlaſting 
Righteouſneſs, becauſe it was provided in 
the Counſel of God from everlaſting ; and 
alſo, as it ſhall endure for ever. It is the 
beſt Robe; this is the Righteouſneſs of the 
Saints, by hich divine Juſtice is ſatisfied, 
the holy Law of God is magnified and made 
honourable, the Debrs of Sinners paid, and 


all their preſent and eternal Mercies pur- 


chaſed. Hence we have our Sins pardon'd, 
our Perſons accepted with God, and we 
obtain our Title to eternal Life, and there- 
fore it is called Juſtification of Life. 

6. Believers ſhew that Jeſus Chriſt 1s pre- 
cious to them, by their ſincere Love to 
him. True Believers love him in ſincerity, 
and they manifeſt their Love to him : 

(1.) As they are afraid of grieving him, 
and they are grieved when he is diſhonoured 
by themſelves or others, Pſal. clxxxix. 136. 
| Rivers of Waters run down mine Eyes, becaie 
they kept not thy Law. Pſal. cxxxix. 21.— 
Am not I grieved with thoſe that riſe up a- 
gainſt thee? 


(2.) They 
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(2.) They ſhew their Love to Jeſus Chriſt 
as they are grie ved at his Abſence, and are 


very deſirous of his Preſence ; for this they 


ray and -wait on him in his Ordinances, 
P/al. iv. 6. Lord, lift thou up the Light of thy 
Countenance upon us, If you don't know 
when Jeſus Cariſt is. preſent or abſent, or 
if you can be eaſy in his Abſence, Jeſus 
Chriſt cannot be precious to you, 

(3.) Believers ſhew their Love to Jeſus 
Chriſt, as they love to think of him, and 
their Love enclines them to think and ſpeak 
honourably of him. And they frequently 
ſend to him by Prayer and Supplication, 
and deſire to hear from him in Anſwers of 
Prayer, and Fulfilment of Promiſes: I you 
ſeldom think of him, or think but meanly 
of him, he cannot be precious to you. 
Thoſe that are the Objects of our ſincere 
Love, will be the Subjects of our frequent 
Thoughts. | | 

(4.) Believers ſhew their Love to Chriſt 
as they love his Image wherever they can 
perceive it, The Saints are excellent and 
precious in their Account, FP/al. xvi. 3. 
My Goodneſs extendeth not unto thee, but to 
the Saints that are in the Earth, the Excellent, 
in whom is all my Delight ; the Diſciples of 
Chriſt, thoſe that belong to him. They 
honour with their Hearts thoſe that fear 
the Lord, 

(5.) They ſhew their Love to Jeſus Chriſt 
by their Love to his Word, They eſteem 
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1 — than their neceſſary Food. Jobx xxlii. 
They delight in the Law f God, after 
their inward Man. Rom. vii. 22. 

(6.) Believers ſhew their Love to Chriſt 
by their high Eſteem of his Ordinances, 
and the Places and Means where they may 
enjoy him. P/al. Ixxxiv. 10. A Day in thy 
Courts is better than a thouſand. They come 
to Ordinances with Defire of his gracious 
Preſence, and ſpecial Influences from Hea- 
ven under them; to ſee his Face, and to 
receive Grace from the Fulneſs of Chriſt, 
to help in Time of Need, 

(7.) Believers ſhew their Love to Chriſt 
by their ſincere Care to keep his Com- 


mandments; this is laid down as an un- 


doubted Mark and Evidence of ſincere 
Love to Jeſus Chriſt. ohn xiv. 21. He 
that bath my Commandments, and keepeth 
them, he it is that loveth ;ze, Don't deceive 
yourſelves, if you are not careful to keep 
the Commandments of Chriſt, he is not 
precious to you. 

(8.) Believers ſhew their Love to Jeſus 
Chriſt, as they deſire to be more and more 
like him. As it was the Purpoſe of God 
the Father, that all his adopted Children 
ſhould be conformed to the Image of his Son, 
Rom. viii. 29. So it is the ſincere Deſire, 
Prayer and Endeavour of all true Believers, 
and they aim at it, under all Ordinances 
and Providences. If you do not deſire to 
be like Chriſt, he is not precious to you. 

(9.) Be. 
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(9.) Believers ſhew their Love to Jeſus 
Chrilt, by their: rejoicing in him, and all 
that he is — of God to them. Phil. iii. 
z. Ve are the Circumciſion, we are circum- 
ciſed in Ears, Heart and Lips, that wor- 
ſnip God in the Spirit, according to the Rule 
of the Goſpel, and with the Heart, and in 
the Exerciſe of Grace, And rejoice in Chriſt 
Feſus. And when does the Soul rejoice in 
Chriſt Jeſus? When any one can hope that 
Jeſus Chriſt is their own, when they can 
make out their Intereſt in him. Then they 
rejoice that they have found the Pearl of 
great Pricez ſuch a Head and Lord, ſuch 
a Huſband, ſuch a Treafury of Grace, ſuch 
a Friend, fuch an Advocate with the Fa- 
ther: On theſe and many other Accounts, 
they cannot chuſe but count Jeſus Chritt 
molt precious to them: O may he be fo 
more and more to us, and we aſſiſted to 
give the beſt Evidences of it in an humble 
holy Converfation, N to che —_— 
ple of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Having finiſhed the doctrinal Part of ond 
Text, J am now to make ſome Applica- 
tion of the whole, which is to be done 
under theſe three uſual Branches. 

1. By Way of Inference. 2. Of Exami- 

nation. And 3. Of Exhortation. O may 
the Maſter of Aſſemblies prepare your 
Hearts, and fix his Truths there, as a Nail 
in a ſure Place, and make the Word a Sa- 
vour of! Eife w your.) 00191294 211 25 
—_ G 6 (iz 
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en. By Way of Inference. Is Jeſus 


Chriſt precious to them that believe? Then if we 
if he is not ſo to thy Soul, thou art no Be- thing 
liever. This Inference is fair and natural. preſen 
E Thou haſt never ſeen Jeſus Chriſt the King Such © 
g in his Beauty. Soul, what haſt thou been of. Ini 
þ doing all this while, under the Miniſtry of wretc| 
the Goſpel? Jeſus Chriſt may ſay to thee, Curſe. 
| as he once did to one of his Diſciples, gers t 
: What ! have I been ſo long Time with you, the gr 
6 and haſt thou not known me ! Haſt thou been no Pa 
| ſo long Time in the School of Chriſt, and ving 
s haſt thou not yet learned Chriſt ! Has God to et 
ſent you one faithful Goſpel-Miniſter after Hour 
another, who have made it their Buſineſs Burni 
g to preach Jeſus Chriſt, that you might know Jeſus 
him, and believe in him, and love and He tl 
prize him; and haſt thou not known him! dy; 
O ſhameful fatal Ignorance All they that Chriſ 
know Jeſus Chriſt believe in him. Pal. ix. ſee tt 
10. They that know thy Name will put their God 
Truft in thee. And all they that truſt 'in Grac 
him, love and prize him. Whether they are ſolut 
ſtrong in Faith, or of little Faith, it will tion 


hold true of every individual Soul, whether of U 
young or old; therefore, if Jeſus Chriſt is not belie 
precious to thee, thou art no true Chriſtian, ſenſi] 
thou art an utter Stranger to true Faith; Poll. 
thou may*ſt be able to talk of it, and com- Tidi 
mend it; but thou haſt never believed in their 
| Chriſt with that Faith which worketh by their 
Love, that is a juſtifying Faith, or the Faith from 
of the Operation of God, and the — of they 
3 od's - 


Serm. IV. to ebery true Believer. +45 
God's Elect. If any wiltday, And white 
if we are Unbelievers? Lanſwer, That no- 
thing can be ſaid: more, to ſetꝭ forth the 
preſent Miſery and Danger of the Soul. 
Such are in the Gall of Bitterneſs and Bonds 
of Iniquity. They are poor and miſerable, 
wretched, blind and naked; they are under 
Curſe and Condemnation; they are Stran- 
gers to God and his Covenant; and as for 
the great and precious Promiſes, they have 
no Part or Lot in that Matter. And ha- 
ving no Faith in Chriſt, they have no Title 
to eternal Life; but are every Day and 
Hour of Life, liable to fall into everlaſting 
Burnings. Unbelief and want of Love to 
Jeſus Chriſt, expoſe Men to equal Danger. 
He that believeth not is condemned/atrea- 
dy; and he that loves not the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt in Sincerity is accurſed. Thus you 
ſee the Reaſon why you ſhould pray to the 
God of Grace, that he would work this 
Grace of Faith in your Hearts, as it is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, in order to the Salva- 
tion of the Soul. But who are yet in a State 
of Unbelief? I anſwer; They are all Un- 
believers, who have never been humbly 
ſenſible of their Soul's Diſeaſes, their Guilt, 
Pollution and Poverty, and where the good 
Tidings of the Saviour very little affect 
their Hearts; they are ſound and whole in 
their own Opinion; they count the Manna 
from Heaven, the Goſpel, but light Bread; 
they look not after the Help of the great 


Phy- 
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Phyſician, for an Intereſt in his — 
neſs; to remove the Guilt of Sin, and free 
them from Condemnation; and for a Share 
in the cleanſing Virtue of his precious 
Blood, for removing the Defilement of Sin, 

and to Sanctify the Soul, and make it meet 
to ſerve and enjoy God. And tho' they 
are miſerably poor, yet they ſearch not af. 
ter the true Riches; they are not deſirous 
to win Chriſt, nor afraid of being rejected 
by him; they put off the great Concerns 
of their Souls to a more convenient Sea- 
ſon, and make up a carnal Peace in their 
Minds, tho' in a State aud Practice of Sin. 
This is their Sim and Miſery, and the Dan- 
ger is very great, they caſt an high Affront 
upon the faithful God, for they make him a 
Lyar, 1 Jobn v. 10. They believe nei 
— his Threatnings nor Promiſes, and 
they hazard the Loſs of their precious Souls, 
either by their allowing of Sin, or by truſt- 
ing in their Duties, and not applying to the 
Merits and Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Unbelief is a Sin againſt the only Remedy; 

it binds all other Sins upon the Soul, and 
ſhuts the only Door of Mercy and Grace 
againſt the Sinner; for Men are not ruined 
and loſt, becauſe their! Sins were many, or 
great, but becauſe they apply not to Felus 

Chriſt and his Merits to anſwer for them. 

. 2.) If Jeſus Chriſt is precious to any of 
you, then you know him, and have for 
bim. They that take up low Thoughts of 
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\ Comeiineſs, and when we ſhall ſee him, there is 
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Faith; they have heard of him, Sik the 
Hearing of the Ear, but they never had a 
true and affecting Sight of him; they ne- 
ver ſaw the King in his Beauty and Trea- 
ſure of Grace; for they that have had this 
great and very needful Sight, cannot but 
count Jeſus Chriſt precious, for they behold 
him ſuch a one as became us, Heb. vii. 26. 
Every Way ſuch a one as our Souls needed. 
O what a fata Miſtake do they lie under, 
that ſay in their Hearts, as is truly repre- 
ſented, Jai. lim. 2. He hath no Form nor 


no Beauty that wwe ſhould diſire him, This is 
the Language of Unbeliefy but true Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt has very differing Language. 
John i. 14. We beheld his Glory, the Glory 
as of the only begotten of the Faiher, full of 
Grace and Truth, O happy Souls! whoſe 
Eyes are opened to behold Jeſus Chriſt by 
Faith. Of ſuch it may be ſaid, Bleſſed are 
your Eyes, for they ſee: You ſee him and 
love him, you behold him and admire him, 
you ſee: kim and chuſe him, you behold his 
Glory and Fulneſs of Grace, 10 you count 
bim Wes the chiefeſt of ten thouſand, 
altogether lovely; you ſee him, and take 
up your Reſt and Satisfaction in him. 5 

(3) If you prize Jeſus Chriſt and count 
him precious, then you have not only ſeen 
him, but you have bim; he is yours, and 
all things in and withhim. And furely you 
can 
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can have nothing more valuable, glorious 
and deſirable, nothing more neceſſary and 
uſeful; nothing more ſuitable and ſeaſon- 
able 3 nothing | 
Having Jeſus: Chriſt, you have the true 
Riches, all the Bleſſings of the Covenant of 
Grace are yours, all the great and precious 
Promiſes are given to you in Chriſt, and 
eternal Life itſelf. 1 John. v. 12. Ha 
that hath the Son of God hath Life, and he 
that believes on the Son, hath the Son; 
Theſe have Spiritual Life in the Beginning 
of it: For Faith, by which they embrace 
Jeſus Chriſt, is the Act of every living Soul, 
and they have eternal Life, in the Promiſe 
of it. 1 Jobn. ii. 25, This is the Promiſe, 
which be hath promiſed us, even eternal Life. 
And they have eternal Life in the Seal and 
Earneſt of it. Eph. i. 13, 14. In whom 
ye aljo truſted, after that ye heard the Word of 
Truth, the Goſpel of your Salvation: In whom 
alſo after that ye believed, ye were Sealed with 
that boly Spirit of Promiſe, which is the Earn- 
eſt of our Inheritance. 

(4.) Is Jeſus Chrift precious to thee? haſt 
thou this Evidence of thy Faith in him, 
and ſincere Love to him? Then Jeſus Chriſt 
loves thee, and eſteems thee precious to him- 
ſelf ; ſo. poor, mean and deſpicable as thou 
mayſt be, Chriſt does not guide his Love 


by coſtly Ornaments, or by Riches and 


Honours of this World: He makes ſome 
of the paor of this World, rich in Faith, 
| and 


more durable and laſting, 
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and Heirs of the Kingdom of Heaven; and on 
the other hand, many of the rich, great, 

mighty, noble "and learned, are not called 
by the efficacious Grace of God to be Par- 
takers of the ſpecial Bleſſings of the New 
Covenant - Weak Believers are, ſometimes, 
afraid to ſay, as the Church of Chriſt is re- 
preſented to do, Cant. ii. 16. My Beloved 
is mine and I am his, this is my Beloved 
and this is my Friend. Chap. v. 16. But is 
the Deſire of thy Soul towards him? 
Canſt thou not live contented, with all other 
things, without him? Doeſt thou long for 
his Preſence? Then thou mayſt conclude 
that thou haſt ſincere Love, in thy Heart, 

towards Jeſus Chriſt; and the ſame way thous 
mayſt be aſſured of the Love. of Chriſt to 
thy own Soul. Prov. vill, 17. J love them. 
that love me. Thy Love to Chriſt is not 
the Ground, but the Evidence of his Love 
to thee : We love bim becauſe be firſt loved us. 
Here's a juſt Ground of Wonder, that ever 
ſuch a poor, deſpicable, worthleſs, finful 


i 


Eſteem of Jeſus" Chriſt! But this is true of 
every ſincere Penitent. Iſai. xliii. 4. Since 
thou waſt precious in my Sigbt, thou haſt been 
honourable, and I have loved thee— Every 
true Believer, tho' poor and weak, is as 
precious to Jeſus Chriſt, as the richeſt and 
moſt valuable Jewels are to the Owners: God 
himſelf has ſtiled them ſo. Mal. iii. 17. 
They ſhall be mine, faith the Lord, in the Day 

that 


— — - we — — 
— — 3 _— — 2 — - 


that I make up my. Jewell, or my. ſpecial 


Treaſures. G happy, Soul, that loves, the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in Sincèrity! he is be- 


loved both of the F atherz and I Lord. Jefus 


Chriſt. Jobn xiv, 21. Vie that hath my 


Commandments and keepethi them, be it is that 


loveth me; and he. that loveth me, Hall be 
loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 
will manifeſt myſelf to him. 


e 2. By Way of Examination. Aſc 


thy own Soul, is. Tefant Chriſt precious to; me? 
O my Soul, leave not this important Af- 
fair any onger in Doubt and. Sufpence, and 
undetermined. There are two remarkable 
Texts of Scripture that call you to this ne- 


ceſſary Work. 2 Con. xiii. 5. | Examine. your, 


n ye be in the Faith, prove your own 
ſelves Judge your Hearts and Lives. Try 
the Bent, Byas and Iaclination of your Souls. 
2 Peti i. 10. . Give all Diligence to make your 
Calling and Election ſure. That is to clear 
it up to your ſelves, by the Fruits of it; 
Faith and Holineſs. So that the leaving this 
Matter undecided, is not only uncomfort- 
able, but ſinful. I ſhall endeavour to aſſiſt 
your Thoughts, in this Matter, in the fol- 
lowing Particular s. 

(1.) Jeſus Chriſt is not precious to them 
that ſpare their Sins; that cannot bear to have 
them reproved, much leſs can they be wil- 
ling to part with them; if any one Sin has 
thy Love and Delight, then Jeſus Chriſt is 
not precious to thee; The Love of Sin an 

the 


198 Yoſus Chrif, at Pratt ., 


ö 


0 6— WY LAG 


Vigo © IT IG. TO RO 


Serm. IV. Gene the Believer, 139 


the Love of Chriſt cannot poſſibly be in the 
ſame Soul, at the ſame Time. All the while 
Men are void of true Grace, they love Sin, 
and they diſlike Jeſus Chriſt, and his Word, 
Work and Ways; but if there be but one 
Dram or Spark of Grace in the Heart, 
that Soul mult needs hare Sin, and love the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity, Where Chriſt 
is loved, Sin will be hated and loathed, and 
where Jeſus Chriſt is precious, Sin will be 
ever vile; becauſe it is contrary to the holy 
Nature of Chriſt, *and-the greateſt of all his 
Enemies. Now, what if Jeſus Chriſt ſnould 
come to any one of you, and ſay as he once 
did to Peter; Soul, loveſt thou me? Couldſt 
thou truly aniwer, as he did; Lord thou 


knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt that 1 love 


thee. And I would fain love thee more; 'it 
is my Trouble that Lam no more taken with 
thee; I would fain ferve thee better; I would 
fain be more like thee; I long to enjoy 
more of thy preſence; I eſteem thy Favour 
as Life, and thy Loving: kindneſs better than 


Life. And as far as I know my own Hearty 


I hate all Sin, every falſe Way, and I love 
thy Word, I delight in the Law of God, 
after the Inward Man; I love and eſteem it 
as pure and holy; and I would fain have 
my Heart and Life better agree therewith. 


And I would fain have more frequent Viſits 


of his Love, and ſee the Light of his Coun- 
tenance. I would not entertain an unwor- 
thy Thought of God, of . Chriſt, or of 
his 


11 Ya Chrift moſt prrciou: 


the very Thoughts of Sin are a heavy Bur- 
den to me. And the Body of Sin, from 

whence all Evils ſpring, is my greateſt Af- 
_ Aiftion. O wretched Man that I am, who 
ſhall deliver me from the Body of this Death! 
Rom. vii. 24. When I would do good, this 
Evil is preſent with me. 

(2.) Jeſus Chriſt is not precious to that 
Soul that can live eaſtly and contentedly 
without him. This is the Deſcription of the 
Eſtate of Man by Nature, that they live 
without God and without Chriſt in the World. 
They ſee no Need of his Preſence, Favour 
and Grace. They are ſo far from Seeking 
after God, that they ſay unto God, Depart 
from us, we deſire not the Knowledge of bis 
Ways. Job xxi. 14. And they reject the 
Government of Jeſus Chriſt. Luk. xix. 14. 
We will not have this Man to reign over us. 
They that count Jeſus Chriſt precious ſub- 
mit themſelves to his Rule and Government. 
Tſai. xxvi. 13. O Lord our God, other Lords 
befides thee have had Dominion over us: Bui 
by thee only will we make mention of thy Name. 
Other Lords, that is Sin and Satan and the 
Luſtof our Hearts, theſe had our Thoughts, 
our Time, our Love, our Delights, our 
Deſires, and our Heart's Conſent. We 
yielded our ſelves to obey them; but now, 
we renounce them all, and take Jeſus Chriſt 
alone for our Lord and King. 


8.) Jeſus Chriſt is not precious to thoſe 
| that 


his Providence. Lord thou knoweſt that 


that do not love and eſteem his Word and 
Ordinances. Let Men pretend what they 
will, they that do not count the Word of 
God precious, do not count Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf ſo. What is it that keeps up the 
Eſteem of the Word, in the Hearts of Pro- 
feſſors? but the Love they have to Chriſt 
himſelf, Can any flight the Ordinances of 
Chriſt, and neglect them, at their Pleaſure? 
So far they are defective in their Love to 
Chriſt himſelf. Tf Chriſt's Commandments 
are undervalued, Chriſt himſelf is under- 
valued alſo. Ir is in vain for ſuch to pretend 
ſincere Love to Jeſus Chriſt, Jobn xiv. 21. 
He that hath my Commandments and keepeth 
them, he it is that loveth me. 

(4.) Where Jeſus Chriſt is precious to any, 
his Diſciples are ſo too. They are ſo to Je- 
ſus Chriſt I have ſhewn it before, they are 
his Jewell, they are the Apple of bis Eye. 
And they are ſo to all true Chriſtians, as 
far as they can ſpy the true Image of Jeſus 
Chriſt upon them. P/al. xvi. 3. The Saints, 
the Excellent of the Earth, in om is all 
my Delight. If any love not his Brother; wwhom 
he hath ſeen, bow can he love Cod, whom” be 
hath not ſeen f 

(5.) If Chriſt is precious to you, you 
will have a low Eſteem of all things in 
Compariſon of him. Phil. iii. 8. Yea doubt- 
leſs, and I count all things but Loſs,” for the 
' Excellency of the Knowledge of Chriſt Feſus 
my Lord. and do count them but Duig, 9 
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Jus Croft moſt precious _- 
_— may win Crit and be found in him 
He is che Pearh;of great Price; if the Soul 
can but ſpy him out, it will be willing to 
part with all for him; all Sin, and all 
Truſt in Self. Righteouſneſs. 
(6.) If Jeſus Chriſt is precious to you, 
you will deſire frequent and clear Views 
of him; more delightful, ſenſible Commu- 
nion with him. Your delightful Thoughts 
will run much on him, and your Deſires 
will be towards him. 

(.) If Jeſus Chrilt is precious to you, 
you will be much concern'd to be more 
and more like him; and all appointed 
Means of converſing with him, and of 
further Conformity to him, will be care- 
fully uſed, honoured and improved. 2 Cor. 
ill. 18. Beholding, as in'a Glaſs, the Glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the ſame Image, 
From Glory to Glory, as by ihe Spirit of the 
Lord. 
8.) If Chriſt is precious to you, you 
will be much concern'd for his Honour, 
Intereſt and Kingdom: Glad to hear of 
the Succeſs of the Go 2 any where, or 
by any Means and Inſtruments; and to 
hear Souls enquire, what they al do to 
be ſaved? Try your Faith £ Chriſt, of 
what Kind. it is; does it work by Love to 
Chriſt, does it render him precious to you? 
Is he the chiefeſt of ten Thouſand, and al- 
together lovely? Has he the Seat of 
your Hearts, and the beſt of your, Alke, 

ions! 
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(I.) Highly prize the Gſpel, - that An 
brought” ou the good Tidings: of the || 
precious” Jeſus, and bis Undertakings wind IM 
Benefits; tog ether with the Way of Con- 14 
'veyance of his purchaſed Grace, to needy 4 
and undeſer ving Souls. There isno'other | 
Way of obtaining che Knowledge of Jeſuns 
Chriſt, but by che Goſpel: That alone Ill 
ſhews us who and what he is, and what 
he has done; what Bleffings he has pur 
chaſed; and what he can beſtow. upon his 1 
Followers 4 how Sinners may be pardon'd. 
ſanctified. heated, enriched and ſaved.” © 

Something may be known of God and 
his Perfections, or ſome of them, by his 
Work of Creation. Pal, xix. 1. The Hea- ||| 
vens declare ibe Glory of God, and tbe Fir- 
nament ſheweth bis handy Mort. And ſome- 
thing may be known of the Sovereignty, | 
Juſtice, '"Holiheſls; Goodneſs and Mercy of 


4" &©& wu 


God; from his Providence Pat leaſt ſo far 
as to leave wicked Men withbut excuſe, 
that take no Care to know, or to glorify || 
God, that live in Sin, and neg leck thoſe 1 
Duties, that might have been Ratet Even 
from the Light of Nature. Bur nothing 
reveals Jef Chriſt, as Mediator between 
God and Men, or a Surety with * {| 
| : en, | 1 


EFT — 


= 
o — 
— — - 1 


— 


f 
7 
3 7 
ou. 
4 & C 
5 

L 
| 


_—_ _ > 
Bn : — — 
r 
r : 
— — 6 


$344 Je, Obrift moſt precio --.> 


his Son in you, Gal. i. 15. 
Reaſon to be very Thankful, to God for 
working that Faith in your Hearts, that 
worketh by Love to Jeſus Chriſt, and 


Men, or that God is in Cliriſt reconciling 


the World unto himſelf, but only the glo- | 


rious Goſpel of the bleſſed God. | 
| (2.) Be very thankful to the God of 
Beate: the God and Father of our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, for the Diſplay of his mighty 
Power, in bringing your Souls into Com- 


pltance with the Terms of | the, Goſpel, 


making you willing. in the Day of his 
Power. Pſal. cx. 3. Opening the Heart to 
entertain the Goſpel-Meſſage, and to em- 
brace the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt; and for 
forming Chriſt in the Soul, or revealing 
'You. have juſt 


makes him precious to you. This is the 


Faith of God's Ele&t, and the Faith of 
the Operation of God. Col. ii. 12. That 
which is wrought in the Heart, by the ſame | 
mighty Power that raiſed up . Jeſus Chriſt 
from the Dead. Eph. i. 18, 19, 20. And 
as Faith in Chriſt is an Effect of the 
' mighty Power of, God; ſo it is a Fruit 
_ Efe& o of his ſovereign, rich) and free 
Grace, thro? Jeſus Chriſt. Phil. i. 29. It 
is given unto you, in behalf of Chriſt, to. be- 
lieve. Live in humble Admiration of that 
rich and free Grace, that diſcoyer'd Jeſps 


Chriſt and his Treaſures of Grace to yo, 


© thro”, the Goſpel, - his Fulnéſs, his Faith- 
7 * his Ability to ſaye, his . 
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tender Mercy, Pity and Compaſſion to- 
wards loſt Souls, and inviting and draw- 
ing you, to embrace Jeſus Chriſt, and ſub- 


f mit to his Righteouſneſs and Government. 
] (3.) Neglect no Opportunity of hearing 
ö of and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or of 
» Converſing with him; that your Faith 


may be ſtrengthen'd on him, and your 
Souls enflamed with Love to him, and 
filled with a thankful Senſe of his Love 
to you, and that you may receive larger 
Meaſures of Grace from his Fulneſs: You 
know not what you loſe by ſinful Ne- 
glect of one Ordinance of Chriſt, We 
have a very affefling and teaching In- 
ſtince to this Purpoſe ; John xx. 19—24., 
Then the ſame Day at Evening, being the | | | 
firſt Day of the Week, when the Doors were 
ut, where the Diſciples were aſſembled for 1 
fear of the Fews, came Feſus and ſtood in the | #1 
midſt, and faith unto them, Peace be unto | 
5%; and when be had jo ſaid, be ſhewed un- 
ty them his Hands and his Side. Then wer? 
the Diſciples glad when they jaw the Lord. 
Then ſaid Jeſus to them ag in, Peace be un- 
to yet: As my Father hath ſent me, even 
jo fend I you. And when he had ſaid this, 
he breathed on them, and ſaith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghoſt. Whoſe ſozver Sins 
ye remit, they are remitted unto them and 
whoſeſoever Sins ye retain, they are retained. 
But Thomas, cn? of the twelve, called 
Didymus, was not coitb them when Feſus 
H Came. 


came. 'I'wo Evils attended his Neglect of 
his Duty: He loſt a Sight of his Lord; 
Jeſus Chriſt appear'd to the reſt, and 
ſtrengthen'd their Faith, and it was a joy- 
ful Opportunity to them, and Jeſus Chriſt 
renewed their Commiſſion, and gave freſh 
Vigour to their ſinking Spirits. And the 
other Evil, that attended the Abſence of 
that Diſciple, was, that his Unbelief 
grew upon him; and we know not what 
other Evils had followed thereupon, had 
not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt prevented them 
by his wonderful Condeſcenſion to him. 
(4.) Endeavour toclear up to your ſelves, 
that you have that Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
that renders him precious to you : That 
you may be able to ſay, as the Apoſtle 
did, 2 Tim. i. 12. I know whom I have be- 
lieved. But if you would enquire, ſo as to 
gain Satisfaction and Comfort in your 
Souls, you muſt not make your firſt 
Search after the Strength of Faith, but to 
find out the Truth of it; not of what Mea- 
fare it is, but of what Kind, This may 
be known two Ways. 
f.] By the Object that it looks to, cloſcs 


with and takes hold of; that is, the Lord | 


Jeſus Chriſt and his perfect Righteouſneſs, 
as our Surety with God, which he wrought 
out and brought in, as he ſtood in our 
Room and Stead, by which he made A- 
tonement and Satisfaction for our Sins, and 


purchaſed 
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puarcvaſed both Grace and Glory for. his 


People 


[2.] This Faith may be known ty its 
Fruits. It Works by Love, it renders 
Jeſus Chriſt precious, it carries out the Soul 
to Obedience and, Holineſs 8 it is 
otherwiſe expreſſed, to Love and Good 
Works : Whatever Pretences there may 
be to Faith, without theſe, it cannot be a 
juſtifying Faith. 

(5.) Pray for the Increaſe of this Faith. 
If you would have more Love to Jeſus 
Chriſt, as is truly the Deſire of all that 
believe in him; then you need to know 
him better. If you deſire he ſhould be 
more precious to you, then you need more 
Faith in him: You cannot regularly ex. 
pect one without the other. Tour Love 
to Chriſt will ever bear a Proportion to 
your Faith in him, and your Faith will 
bear a Proportion to your Knowledge ; 
and your Eſteem is but a genuine Branch 
of ſincere Love. Bleſſed be God for Jeſus 
Chriſt and his Treaſures of Grace, and. any 
good Hope of Intereſt both in him and 


them. O may he be more and more pre- 


cious to.all-our Souls! 


4 
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SERMON V. 


P Ro v. viii. 36. 


He that finneth againſt me, —_ his 
| own Soul. | 


by 1 E Perſon that ſpeaks theſe 
Words is the Wiſdom of 
God; the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt ; who is often called 
Wiſdom, in this Book and 
in this Chapter, Ver. 1, 
Doth not Wiſdom cry? And 
Underfantine put forth her Voice ? Ver. 4. 
Unto you, O Men, I call, and my Voice is 
10 the Sons of Men. This he does by his 
various Providences towards the Children 
of Men, bur eſpecially by the Miniſtry of 
his Word. It is he, as the great Prophet 
of the Church, that reaches Sinners the 
Way of Life and eternal Salvation; ſay; 
ing, ver. 10. Receive my Inſtruction, and 
not Silver, and Knowledge ratber than choice 
Gold. He is fitteſt to teach us what we 
are to believe and do, in order to Salva- 
tion: becauſe he lay in the Boſom of the 
Father, 


Serm. 
Fathe 
Etern 
the E 
dwell 

of wi 
Worl 
Orde 
King 
Ages 
Jaſtin 


one 1 


1s 


Serm. V. wrong Their du Souls. 149 
Father, from Everlaſting; and was in his 
Eternal Council, before the Foundation of 
the Earth was laid. Ver. 12. 7 Wiſdom 
dwell with Prudence, and find out Knowledge 
of witty Inventions: for the Creation of the 
Worlds, with all their Fulneſs, Beauty and 
Order; and the Government of all the 
Kingdoms of this lower World, thro? all 
Ages, were ſettled by him, from ever- 
laſting 3 and he was with the Father, and 
one in his Council of Redemption; God 
the Father ſet him up, with his own Con- 
ſent, ' from everlaſting, to be a Surety, 
for Sinners, with God, and Mediator be- 

tween God and Men; and in the View of 
the Salvation of loſt Sinners, his Delights 
were with the Sons of Men, from ever- 
laſting. This is he that created and up- 
holds all things. And the Kingdoms of 
the World are all his own, he gives them 
to whom he will. Ver, 15. By me Kings 
reign, and Princes decree Juſtice; by me 
Princes rule, and Nobles, yea all the Judges 
of the Earth. Therefore this glorious 


Perſon may well expect to be heard and 


obey'd by all to whom he ſpeaks; being 
able, from his excellent Greatneſs, and the 
lory of his Majeſty, to avenge himſelf 
upon all that flight him and his Meſſage 
this is he 1hat is able to ſave and to deſtroy. 
Jam. iv. 12. On the other hand, he is 
ready to expreſs his Love unto, and be- 
ſtow his ſpecial Favours upon every true 
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Penitent, thoſe that ſincerely love and 
ſeek him. Ver. 17. J love them bat love 
me, and thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall find 
me. And he is ready to give the true 
Riches to ſuch as ;apply to him, under a 
Senſe of their ſpiritual Poverty. Ver. 18. 
Riches and Honour are with me, yea durable 
Riches and Righteouſneſs. Thoſe therefore 
that negle& the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his 
- Treaſures of Grace, muſt needs remain 
miſerably poor. Moreover Jeſus Chriſt is 
the beſt Guide and Leader of his People, 
and is ready to conduct humble Sinners in 
the Way of Life and Peace. Ver. 20. J 
lead in the Way of Righteouſneſs, in the 
midſt of the Paths of Judgment, that I may 
cauſe them that love me to inherit Subſtance, 
and I will fill their Treaſures, He deſerves, 
therefore, to be carefully attended unto, 
in whatſoever he ſhall ſpeak to Men. And 
God the Father expects it. Matt. iii. 17. 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleaſed, hear ye him, And Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf expects ir, and calls for it, with vari- 
ous Arguments, to enforce the Call to this 
neceſſary Duty. Ver. 32. Now therefore 
bearken unto me, O ye Children, for bleſſed 
are they that keep my Ways. Bleſſed is the 
Man that heareth me, watching daily at my 
Gates, waiting at the Poſts of my Doors : Ver. 


34. For he that findeth me findeth Life, and 


ſhall obtain Favour of the Lord. And then 
he adds the Words of our Text: But he 


hai 
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that finneth againſt me, wrongeth his own 
Soul. All they that hate me love Death;- 
I ſhall take but a brief Notice of the latter 
Part of the Verſe, where our Text is, and 
then diſmiſs it, for it is the former Part of 
the Verſe that I deſign. to take more eſpecial 
Notice of. 

In the latter Part of the Verſe, there 
are two things remarkable, 

1. That ſuch as love and live in Sin, hate 
the Lord Feſus Chriſt : for it is impoſſible. 
that they ſhould love two ſuch contrary 
Maſters, Matt. vi. 24. No Man can ſerve 
t Maſters, for either he will hate the one 
and love the other, or elſe he will hold to the 
one, and deſpiſe the other. They that do 
not love the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in Sincerity, 
hate him: There's no Medium in this 
Matter. Every one is for Sin or for 
Chriſr, But who are they that hate Jeſus 
Chriſt? All ſuch as have no ſincere Love 
to his Word, and ſuch as flight his Ordt- 
nances, and have, in their Hearts, an 
Averſion to holy Work, and are bur- 
den'd with his Service ; thoſe who are not 
willing to take the Yoke of Chriſt upon 
them, and to yield up themſelves to his 
Rule and Government. Whatever you 
may think of it, the thing is really true, 
that tho* you don't perſecute Jeſus Chriſt, 
in his Members; yet, if you do not ac- 
tually ſurrender up your ſelves to his 
Government, you are thoſe that hate 
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him. See how theſe two are put together 
hating of Jeſus Chriſt, and rejecting of his 
Government. Luke xix. 14. His Citizen; 
bated him, and ſent a Meſſage after him, 
fa ying, We will not bave this Man to reign 
over us, They that would not ſubmit to 
his Government, hated him. And the 
Searcher of Hearts can ſee thro? all the Pre- 
rences of formal Profeſſors ; ſuch as love 
and live in Sin, do not love the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity. It is ſaid, P/al. 
xcvii. 10. Ze that love the Lord, hate Evil. 
They are charg'd to do ſo, and indeed 
they do it. They hate every falſe way; 
they hate the Work of them that turn a- 
fide. Pſal. ci. 3. They hate vain Thoughts; 
they loath themſelves on the account of 
Sin, and they ſhun all Appearance of Evil. 
And this is as true when it is apply'd to 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; ſuch as love him, 
in fincerity, hate Evil; all known Sin 
and they that love Sin, any oneknown Sin, 
hate Jeſus Chriſt. Thoſe that ſincerely 


obey Chriſt, love him; and thoſe that ol 
diſobey him, hate him. Both theſe are rr 
explain'd and prov'd. Exod. xx. 5, 6.— [ 1. 
the Lord thy God am a jealous God, viſiting fi 
the Iniquities of the Fathers, upon the Chil- b 
dren, unto the third and fourth Generation of pl 
them that hate me. Thoſe that hate the 7 
Lord, are thoſe that fin againſt him. And 

if the Children are found to tread in the | 
ſinful Steps of their wicked Parents, they ] 


mall 
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ſhall have the ſame Puniſhment. But it is 
added, Ver. 6. Shewing Mercy unto Thou- 

ſands of them that love me and keep my Com- 
 mandments. Thus you ſee how one Verſe 
explains the other. Thoſe that hate Jeſus 
Chriſt, are all thoſe that love and live in 


Sin, and Diſobedience and Rebellion a- 


gainſt him; ſuch as obey other Lords, 
or ſerye divers Luſts and Pleaſures ;z and 


on the other Hand, thoſe that love God, 


are ſuch as are careful to obey him, and 
walk with him ; and to make his revealed 
Will the Rule of their Faith and Life: 
So that to hate the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” is 
to diſobey him: And ſincere Love and 
Obedience to Jeſus Chriſt are inſeparable 
Companions. Jobn xiv. 21. He that hath 
my Commandments and keepeth them,” be it is 
that loveth me. Ver. 23. If a Man love 
me, he will keep my Words. Ver. 24. He 
that loveth me not, keepeth not my Sayings. 
Thoſe Children that love their Pareats, 
will obey them ; and thoſe that do nor 
obey them, do not love them. So it is 
true of God, and of Jefus Chriſt, our 
Lord, and Lawgiver. Thoſe two Expreſ- 


ſions are well put together, and can never 


be ſeparated; Love and Obedience ; 


Them that love me, and keep my Command= 
ments, 


Do any hate the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Hence we ſee the ſad Corruption of our 


Nature. O that ever there ſhould be fo 
| H 5 | much 
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much Ignorance, Folly and Wickednefs 
found in the Hearts of reaſonable Creatures; 
as to hate the L. ſeſus Chriſt, the chief Good 
the Lord their Maker and Preſerver; the 
the beſt Friend that Sinners have, he that 
takes Care of them, provides for them; 
watches over them, Day and Night; feeds 
and cloaths them; he that came to ſeek and 
fave them. But Jeſus Chriſt may ſay of Sin- 
ners, as David his Type did before him. 
Pſal. xxxv. 19. They hated me without a 
Cauſe. Tho” this was true in the 'Perſon of 
David, with regard to the Carriage of Saul 
and others, yet it was intended of the Car- 
riage of Sinners towards Jeſus Chriſt. John 
xv. 23— He that hateth me, hateth my Father 
alſo. FI had not done among them the Works 
which none other Man did, they had not bad 
Sin: That is, their Sins had not been ſo ag- 
gravated; hut now have they both ſeen, and 
hated, both me and my Father, But this 
cometh to paſs, that the Word might be fulfilled, 
which was written in their Law, They bated 
me without a Cauſe, This is a Sin that car- 
ries the greateſt Ingratitude in it. Hate their 
beſt Benefactor! The Lover of Souls! Are 
there any inthis World that hateJeſus Chriſt? 
Ves, verily, there are many that do ſo; 
many under the Miniſtry of the Goſpel. 
This was true both of David and of Chriſt? 
Pſal. Ixix. 4. They that bate me without a 
Cauſe, are more than the Hairs of my Head, 
But who are they that hate the, Lord Jeſus 
= Chriſt ? 
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Chriſt? None are willing to take the Odium 


of this Sin upon them. But they that hate 
the Light and Purity of the Word of God, 


hate Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe Word it is; and 
theſe are the Perſons that love the Works 


of Darkneſs. John iii. 20. Every one that 
doth Evil, every one that loves and lives in 
Sin, hateth the Light, neither cometh to the 
Light, leſt his Deeds ſhould be reproved. And 
truly he hateth Chriſt that hateth his Bro- 
cher. This is a Badge of corrupt Nature. 
Tit. ili. 3. For we our ſelves alſo were ſome- 
times fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving 
divers Luſts and Pleaſures, living in Malice 
and Envy, hateful and hating one another, If 
any one love his Brother aright, it is from 
Love to Jeſus Chriſt ; and if he hates him, 
he cannot love Chriſt, 1 John ti. g He that 
faith he is in the Light, and hateth bis Bro- 
ther, is in Darkneſs even until now; be that 
ſlovelhb his Brother, abideth in the Light, and 
there is none Occaſion of ſtumbling in him, But 
be that hateth his Brother, is in Darkneſs, 
and walketh in Darkneſs, and knoweth. not 
whither he gozth. If Men give way to 
Self-Will, Malice and Hatred, they know 
not when nor where it will end. Darkneſs 
has blinded his Eyes; that is Pride, Paſſi- 
on and Self. Will, ſo blinds his Eyes, that 
he cannot ſee his Duty and Intereſt; or 
will not ſuffer him to comply with it. That's 
the firſt thing that I obſerved from the laſt. 
H 6 | Clauſe 
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Clauſe of the Verſe: That ſuch as love and 
live in Sin, hate the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

2. All thoſe that hate Feſus Chriſt, love 
Death. All Unbelievers, all diſobedient 
ones, all that love Sin, love Death, The 
love dead Works, and they love the Path and 
Road that leads to Death. They don't love 
Death directly, or for itſelf, and inten- 
tionally; but the Ways that tend to eternal 
Death. For, tho' they love Sin, yet they 
do not love the Wages of Sin. But there 
is nd ſeparating the Work from the Wages. 
Rom. vi. 23. The Wages of Sin is Death: As 
Wages are due to the Workman, fo is 
Death due to the impenitent Sinner. Gal. 
vi. 7. Be not deceived, God is not mocked, for 
whatſoever a Man ſoweth, that ſball he alſo 
reap. Job iv. 8. They that plow Iniquity and 
fow Wickedneſs ſhall reap the ſame : Tho' the 
Puniſhment of their Sins may not preſently 
overtake them. As you know, that there 
is a conſiderable Space of Time, between 
Sowingand Harveſt; ſo the Patience of God 
may wait long, before Sinners are to reap 
What they have ſown. But let it come when 
it will, the Harveſt ſhall be of the ſame Kind 
with that which they have ſown. By this 
we ſee that the Service of Sin and Satan is 
hard Work: They are now Slaves to Satan 
and their own Luſts; and when their Work 
is finiſhed, their Wages is eternal Deſtructi- 
on, in Soul and Body. Prov. xiii. 14. The 


Way of Tranſgreſſors is hard. The Way is 


not 
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not hard to be found, for it is the common 


Path of all Men, ſince the Fall; it is the 


Broad Way, and many there be that walk 
therein. Matt. vii. 13. Neither do Sin- 
ners count it hard, but eaſy pleaſant and 
delightful; it is all down-hill: The Will is in 
itz Sinners chuſe it. When the People of God 
commit any ſin, they do that which they 
would not. Rom. vii. 20. But when a na- 
tural Man ſins, he does that which he de- 
ſires to do; and his Affections are in it; Sin 


is their Delight, a ſweet Morſel under the 


Tongue. Fob xx. 12. They drink Iniquity 
as Water, that is greedily, as the thirſty Ox; 
a little will not ſatisfy him; or with Delight; 
Sin is no Burden to them that are under 
the Reign of Sin. As it is no Burden, but 
a Pleaſure, for thirſty Creatures to drink; 
Nature calls for it, and they deſire it: So 
it is no Burden, but a Pleaſure, for Natural 
Men to fin; corrupt Nature calls for it. 
But the Laws and Service of God are a 
Burden to Sinners. The Commandments 
of God are grievous to them, tho? they are 
not ſo to the renewed Mind. 1 Jobn v. 3. 
For this is the Love of God, that we keep bis 
Commandments; and his Commandments are 
not grievous. But to thoſe thar Jove Sin, 
the Service of God's Houſe 1s as grievous 


as his Word, Amos viii. 5, What a weari- 


neſs is it, when will the Sabbath be over ? 
Thus we ſee what dreadful Work Sin has 
made with our Nature, It would be a very 


difficult 
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difficult thing to make a Brute Creature run 
into the Fire, or any way to deſtroy them- 
ſelves; but Sinners make haſte to deſtroy 
themſelves, in Soul and Body. 
more ſtrange than true, that every one that 
loves Sin, loves Death. O what a Mercy 
have they that are brought, by the Grace of 
God, to hate Sin, and to love the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, in Sincerity. Thus I have fi- 
niſhed all that I deſign'd to ſay of that Ex- 
preſſion; All thoſe that hate me, love Death. 

But now I ſhall ſet my ſelf directly to 

conſider the former Part of the Verſe. 
#hat Sinneth againſt me, wrongeth his own Scul, 
And with little variation of the Words, the 
plain and natural Propoſition, or Doctrine, 
that ariſes from the Words, is this. 

Doet. Thoſe that. fin againſt the Lord Je- 
fus Chriſt, wrong their own Souls, 
an unnatural, unreaſonable and cruel thing 
is Sin! There are two things in general that 
are here to be inſiſted upon. 


It is no 


O what 


Firſt, That all Sin is againſt the Lord je- 
ſus Chriſt; but there are ſome Sins more 
immediately againſt him as God- Man, and 
our Mediator, and the Author of the glori- 
ous Goſpel. by | 

Secondly, That every Sin againſt Chriſt 
is a Wrong done to a Man's own Soul. 
that ſinneth againſt me wrongeth his own Soul. 
Fſhall take notice of both theſe, but prin- 
Cipally of the latter. 


He 


Firſt, 


He 


Firſt, Thar all Sin is againſt the Lord je- 


ſus Chriſt, The Sins of the Iſraelites, in the 


Wilderneſs, were ſinning againſt Chriſt. 
1 Cor. x. 9. Neither let us tempt Cbriſt, as 
e of them alſo tempted, and were deſtroyed 

of Serpents. The Laws that Men break by 
by their Sins are the Laws of Chriſt. All 
Sin is wrong done to him. 1 Cor. viii. 12. But 
when ye ſin ſo againſt the Brethren, and wound 
their weak Conſciences, ye fin againſt Chriſt. 
He is the Lord our Judge and our Law- 
giver. Sin is an Affront to his Majeſty; it 
is flying in the Face of our Creator. It is 
a Breach of his holy Laws. Sin is the Tranſ- 
greſſion of his Laws; It is a warring againſt 
the Lord of Hoſts; the Lord is ſtrong in 
Battle: As is the Title given to Jeſus Chriſt, 
Pſal. xxiv. 10. Who is the King of Glory? 
The Lord of Hoſts, he is the King of Glory. 
Sin is a Wrong done to his Kingdom and 
Intereſt; it is a ſtrengthening the Hands of 
his Enemies, Satan and wicked Men. It 
oppoſes the very Deſigns of Chriſt's Com- 
ming into the World, which was to deſtroy 
the Works of the Devil, And Sin is a 
great Hindrance to the Progreſs of the 
Goſpel. Sin is againſt Chriſt, for it was he 
that gave us our Being: he made all in Heaven 
and Earth. Col. i. 16. By him were all things 
created, that are in Heaven and that are on 
Earth, viſible and inviſible, whether they be 
Thrones or Dominions, or Principalities, or 
| Powers, 
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Powers, all things were created by him and 
or bim. Pſal. c. 3. He made us, and not 
we our ſelves, we are bis People, and the Sheep 
of bis Paſture. Ats xvi. 28, In him we 
live and move and have our Being. And it 
is he alſo that upholds our Souls in Life, 
Heb. i. 2. Who being the Brightneſs of. his 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of bis Perſon, 
and upholding all things by the Word of his 
Power. Hence it will follow that Jeſus 
Chriſt is our rightful Lord and Owner: 
Therefore Sin is a Rebellion againſt him, 
j who is the greateſt and beſt of Princes, and 
againſt the belt of Laws: For they are all 
holy, juſt and good. And Sin is againſt 
our beſt Benefactor; him that feeds and 
cloaths us, that daily gives us every needful 
Comfort of Life: Therefore Sin againſt 
Chriſt, carries in it the higheſt Ingratitude, 
and occaſions juſt Aſtoniſhment to all in 
Heaven and Earth. If ſuch a Creature as 
Man, who is, by the free Bounty of his 
Maker, made Lord of all his lower Works, 
and eſpecially as he is intruſted with the 
Light of the Goſpel; if ſuch a one ſhould 
enter into Rebellion againſt his rightful 
Sovereign: Here's Matter of Wonder for 
Heaven and Earth. 7/ai. i. 2. Hear, O Hea- 
vens, and give Ear, O Eartb: For the Lord 
hath ſpoken, I have nouriſhed and brought up 
Children, and they have rebelled againſt me. 
And how Aggravated are their Sins, who 
are ſet, by Kind Providence, under the 
Light 
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Light and Sound of the Goſpel. O how 

ſtupid and ungrateful are they that fin a- 

gainſt the only Saviour! But tho? all Sin is 

againſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, conſider'd as 
God, yet there are ſome Sins immediately 
againſt him, as Mediator and Saviour of 
Sinners; being provided of God, as an 
Undertaker for loſt Sinners, to eſpoule their 
Cauſe, to undergo, in his own Perſon, in 
Soul and Body, that which was due to fallen 
Man for Sin; and to work out and bring 
in everlaſting Righteouſneſs; to pay their 
Debts, to ſatisfy divine Juſtice z to purchaſe 
Grace and Glory for them, and to convey 
his Grace to Sinners, who are in themſclves 
in a guilty, defiled, poor and miſerable 
Condition, Onall which Accounts they are 
truly ſaid to be loſt. Luk. ix. 10. The Son 
of Man is come to ſeek and to ſave that which. 
was loft, To lin againſt Chriſt, as the Savi- 
our of Sinners, is, 

1. To ſlight the Word of the Goſpel and 
the Ordinances of it. Whatever any may 
think of this Matter, itis the ready Way to 
Deſtruction. Prov. xiii. 13. He that deſpi- 

ſeth the Word, ſhall be deſtroyed, There is no 
other Way to obtain the Knowledge of God 
in Chriſt; or what Jeſus Chriſt has done or 
ſuffered, or what are the Fruits of his Death; 
or in what Way Sinners may be intereſted in 
them: it is the Goſpel of Chriſt, and that 
alone, that ſhews us theſe things; therefore, 
if chat Meſſage of Grace be lighted by any, 
it 
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it is the ready Way to ruin the Soul for 
ever. 

2. To fin againſt Chriſt, is to neglect 
the great Salvation which he came to Tock 
out; there is no Poſſibility for them to eſ- 
cape eternal Miſery, that are guilty of this 
great Sin, unleſs God ſhould convince them 
of their Error, and give them Repentance: 
For they neglected the only Remedy. Heb. 


great Salvation? And they neglect it, that 
care not for God, or to win Chrilt; thoſe 
that ſtifle Convictions, and neglect the great 
Concerns of their Souls. 
3. Unbelief is alſo a Sin directly againſt 
Chriſt. Soch do not receive Jeſus Chriſt as 
the Gift of God; they do not yield up them- 
felves to him, they do not ſubmit to the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. This was the fatal 
Sin of the Fews. Rom. x. 3. They being ignorant 
of God's Righteouſneſs, and going about to eſta- 
bliſh their own, have not ſubmitted themſelves to 
the Righteouſneſs of God. It Men live in Un- 
belief, notwithſtanding the Helps of the 
Goſpel-Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, his Abi- 
lity to ſave, his Treaſures of Grace, his Rea- 
dineſs to receive returning Sinners; that is 
the great condemning Sin, that which binds 
all other Sins upon Men. This is the prin- 
cipal Sin that the Spirit of God comes to 
Convince Men of. Jobx. xvi. 8, 9. When be 
is come, he ſhall reprove, or convince, the 
World, of _ of Righteouſneſs and of Fudge- 
ment 


ii. 3. How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect ſo 
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nent; of Sin becauſe they believe mt in me; 
Unbelief thereſore ſeems to be the moſt 
dangerous Sin, under the Goſpel. And 
they are to be reckoned among Unbelievers, 
whoſe Hearts are little Affected with the 
Goſpel-Tidings of the Saviour; ſuch cannot 
be ſenſible of their Guile, Miſery and Dan- 
ger, their Poverty and Diſeaſes of their 
Souls: For ſuch would be glad of the good 
Tidings of the Goſpel, of all things ready 
in Chriſt. 

They are yet among Unbelievers, that 
were never afraid of being found outofChrift, 
or of dying in their Sins; nor were ever 
concern'd to win Chriſt, or to be found in 
him. They are yet among Unbelievers, 
that can eaſily put off the great Concerns 
of their Souls ' till a more convenient Seaſon 
which plainly ſhews, that they had rather 
abide in the Power of Sin, than bear the 
Trouble of Conviction. And they are yet 
Unbelievers that hope to be ſaved by their 
Duties and good Works, without Applica- 
tion to the Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt by 
Faith. So that Undbelief is a moſt dange- 
rous Sin: It allows Men to entertain but 
mean Thoughts of Jeſus Chriſt and his Be- 
nefits; the Pearl of great Price, and his 
Righteouſneſs and Riches of his Grace. 
But Unbelief lifts up fallen Man with Pride, 
and Conceir of his good Condition, as rich and 
increaſed in Goods, and needing nothing. 
And Unbelief renders the Condition of _ 
mo 
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moſt Miſerable; becauſe this is neglecting 
of the Means of Salvation: Sins are not 
unpardonable, becauſe they are many and 
great, but becauſe the only Remedy is neg- 
leted; the only Saviour is not applied un- 
toz Men abiding in Unbelief, ſhut the only 
Door of Mercy, left open by the Goſpel lor 
Poor Sinners. 4 

4. Not ſubmitting to the Rule and Go- 
vernment of Jeſus Chriſt, is another Sin di- 
rectly againſt him. Luke xix. 14. And bis 
Citizens, ſuch as ſhould have been his Sub- 


* bated bim, and ſent a Meſſenger after 
im, ſaying, We will not have this Man to 
reign over us. God the Father hath ſet him 
to be King on his holy Hill of Sion. P/al. 
1.6. And all thoſe, who will not ſubmit 
themſelves to him, ſhall be broken with 
his Iron Rod. And ſo the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf ſpeaks, in the foremention'd Para— 
ble. Ver. 27. Theſe mine Enemies, that 
would not that I ſhould reign over them, bring 
hither, and flay before me. If Men do not 
ſubmit themſelves to the Government: of 
Jeſus Chriſt, who then is their Lord? And 
whom do they chuſe to ſerve? They ſerve 
divers Luſts and Pleaſures, they yield up 
themſelves to obey Sin and Satan. Rom. 


vi. 16. Know ye not, that to whom ye yield - 
your ſelves Servants to obey, his Servants ye T 
are whem ye obey. Thoſe that obey Sin, b 
are the Servants of Sin. So true Penitents 


confels and own, to the humbling of their ” 
Souls, 


* e 


Sodls, when they dedicate themſelves to 


the Lord jeſus Chriſt, and are determin'd, 
by his Grace, to ſerve him alone. 1/ai. xxvi. 
13. O Lord our God, other Lords, beſides thee, 
have had Dominion over us. But by thee only 


will we make mention of thy Name. Thus we 


may ſee the Nature and Danger of Sin. 

But that which our Text, eſpecially, di- 
res our Thoughts unto, is; 

Secondly, That every Sin againſt Chriſt 
is a Wrong done to a Man's own Soul. He 
that ſinneth againſt me, wrongeth his own Soul. 

1, It might have been ſaid, that by Sin 
againſt Chriſt, Men wrong their Neighbours 
and Acquaintance, by ſetting an evil Ex- 
ample before them, and hardening their 
Hearts in Ways of Sin, and filling them 
with, or ſtrengthening of their Prejudices 
againſt the Chriſtian Religion. Max. xviii. 
7. Woe to the World, becauſe of Offences,. for 
it muſt needs be that Offences come; but coe 
to that Man by whom Offence cometh. The 
moſt of Sinners are not ſo ſtony hard, but 
that they have, now and then, fome Checks 
of Conſcience ; ſometimes they have much 
ado to keep their Conſciences quiet; but 
if they can ſee others about them, eſpecial- 
ly Profeſſors, do the ſame things, then 
they comfort themſelves, thar they are not 
alone; there are many others do ſo too, 
Thus it was ſaid that the profe ſſing Jews, 
by their Sins, were a Comfort to other Sin- 
ners. Exek. xvi. 54. That thou mayſt bear 

| thy 
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thy gwn Shame, aud mayiſt he confaunged in al 
that thou haſt done, in that thou art a Comſort 
unto tbem. This ſhews that they had ſin- 
ned, and ſo were guilty before God; but 
by Mae Sins, they had alſo. hardened others 
in their Courſes of Sin; and. thus by their 
Tinful Example, they hs doubled their 
own Guilt. O that every. Sinner would 
conſider it; every Sin is the Way to bring 
the Guilt of many others upon their Souls. 
2. By ſinning againſt Chriſt Men wrong 
their own Families and Relations; ſome 
do ſo, as they bring them to Shame or to 
Poverty, and fo they ruin them, as to this 
World; that's a Wrong indeed, oftentimes 
never to be made up. But it is ſomething 
of far greater Moment, that we are direct- 
ed, by the Text, to take Notice of; and 
that is, the Wrong that Men do to their 
own Souls. Every one ſhould ſay as 
Foſhua did. Jeſbua xxiv. 15. As. for me, 
and my Houſe, we will ſerve the Lord. But 
if inſtead of promoting Piety, in their Fa- 
milies, and ſetting themſelves as Examples 
of Godlineſs, they. make themſclves Pat- 
terns of Impiety, they bring the Guile, of 
others Sins upon themſelves, for many Ge- 
nerations. You live in the ſinful Neglect 
of che great and neceſſary Duty of Prayer; 
and if your Children ſhall do ſo too, they 
have your ſinful Example to plead, as an 
Excuſe for their Neglect, but that will be 
no Relief to them. If they ſhall commit 
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the ſame Sins, God will viſit the Tniquity.of 
the Fathers upon the Children, unto the third 
and fourth Generation. But remember, you 
that are Examples of Sin, to others, ſhall 
bear the Guilt of your own and others Sins, 
for as many Perſons, and as many Gene- 
rations as may be tainted by your evil 


Example. There is a dreadful Word to 


this very Purpoſe. Fob xxl. 19. God lay- 


eib up bis Iniquity for his Children; be re- 


wardeth him, and he ſhall know it. The 


Puniſhment of the Iniquity of the Fathers 


is laid up for the Children, tho' not with- 
out their ſinning after the Example of their 
Parents; for the Judge of all the Earth will 
do right, But I might add, that by ſin- 
ning againſt Chriſt, 

3. Men wrong their own Bodies, making 
them Inſtruments of Sin, which ſhould be 
uſed only as Inſtruments of Righteouſneſs, 
Rem. vi. 12. Let not Sin reign in your mortal 
Body, that ye ſhould obey it in the Lufts 
thereof. Tho' Sin remains in you, let it 
not reign z tho? it may be in you as a Ty- 
rant, let it not be there as a Lord, with 
your conſent; yield not yourſelves to obey 
it in the Luſts thereof, Let not Sin reign 
in your Body. Sin cannot reign in the 
Body, unleſs it reign in the Soul alſo. But 
the Body is mention'd here, becauſe the 
Body is an Inftrument for the Commiſſion 
of moſt Sorts of Sins, as lying, ſwearing, 
curſing, blaſpheming, defaming, reproach- 
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ing, ſtealing, Drunkenneſs, Gluttony, Un- 
cleanneſs and Murder. There Sin reigns, 
where it is obey'd, loved, delighted in. And 
the Reaſon why Sin ſhould not be obey'd 
is, becauſe the Body is mortal, it is a dy- 
ing Body; you ſhould live like dying Men; 
| live here, that you may die happy. And 
not ſay as thoſe Epicures, 1 Cor. xv. 32, 
Let us eat and drink, to Exceſs, for to- 
morrow we ſhall die. They ſhould rather 
have ſaid, Let us uſe the World as not 
abuſing it; for the Faſhion of it paſſeth 
away, and we, that now poſſeſs the Creatures, 
muſt quickly go to Judgment, and give Ac- 
count for all we have done and enjoy'd in 
the Body. Beſides, if the Body is mortal, 
it is Sin that has made it ſo; Sin brought in 
Death; there is the leſs reaſon why the Body 
ſhould be yielded to the Service of Sin: For 
Sin is the very worſt Enemy of Mankind: 
The Sword, the Fire, the Peſtilence and 
the Famine have ſlain-their thouſands, bur 
Sin its ten thouſands. The Body ſhould 
not be abuſed to ſerve Sin, becauſe it was 
made for more noble Ends, that is to Glo- 
rify God. Rom, xii. 1. I beſeech you by the 
Aercies of God, that you preſent your Bodies 
a living Sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 
which is your reaſonable Service. But declin- 
ing the further Conſideration of theſe things, 
I turn my Thoughts directly to conſider the 
Argument that our Text ſurniſhes us with, 
to prevail with Men to abſtain from Sin, or 
| tO 
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to break off from the Practice of it, and 
that is, that they wrong their own Souls. 
Therefore Sin is the“ greateſt Folly that 
reaſonable Creatures can be guilty of: For 
thereby they wrong themſelves. No honeſt 
Man is willing to wrong another; and no 
wiſe Man will wrong himſelf. If Men were 
making up their Accounts together, and 
one ſhould ſay to the other, Pray reckon 
again, for you wrong your ſelf; would not 
a wiſe Man be at Pains to reckon more ex- 
actly? So God ſays to every Sinner, Begin 
to think what thou art doing, thou art 
wronging thy own Soul: This is the ready 
Way to undoe thyſelf, and to bring thee to 
Poverty and Shame, and to utter Ruin, 
both in Soul and Body. Some of you would 
not wrong a Neighbour, no not for your 
Right Hand; you deſire to be juſt and ho- 
neſt, and to give every Body their due: 
But for all this, if thou liveſt in Sin, thou 
art taking a direct Courſe to ruin thy own 
Soul. Thus we ſee that impenitent Sinners 
are acceſſary to their own Deſtruction. And 
hence we ſee the Neceſſity of the Change 
of the Soul, that Men may hate Sin and 
put it away, and turn from Sin to God, 
and ſet themſelves to a better Trade, even 
to Godlineſs, which is profiitable unto all 
things. 

And now I am to ſhew, how Sin is a 
wrong to the Soul of the Sinner, and that I 
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ſhall endeavour to do, under the may fol- 


lowing Heads. | th 

(1.) Sinners wrong their own Souls, 25 ar 
they ſuffer themſelves to be deceived by Sin V 
and Satan, their two greateſt Enemies. he 

(2.) Sin creates in the Heart, and nou- he 
riſhes there, an Averſion to God and all A 
Goodneſs. 

(3.) Sin wrongs the Soul; as it robs e\ 
Men of much Good, which might be en- St 
joy'd both here and hereafter: 0 

(J.) Sinners wrong their own Souls; as an 
they make themſelves Slaves, in Soul and Si 
Body, to the the worſt of Tyrants, that is de 
to Satan and their Luſts. N 
_ - (5.) Sin wrongs the Soul, as it makes be 
Men cruel to themſelves; thoſe that live and I 
die in Sin are Self- Murderers. tt 

(6.) Sin wrongs the Soul; as it runs 86 
them into the greateſt Dapgers. The par: H 
ticular Conſideration of thefe things, with b. 
the Addition of fome Application of the de 
whole, will fill up the following Pages — 
and may the Lord prepare your Souls, 30lt th 
ſerioufly, to attend ro them: For it may P 
truly be ſaid, of theſe things, as A did th 
of the Law of God, Deut. xxxii. 46, 47. Sc! Jo 
your Hearts unto all the Words, which I Hall W 
teſtify among you ibis Day; which ye ſhall th 
command your Children to obſerve to 5 all the th 
Fords of this Law: For it is not a vain thing 5 
for you : becauſe it is your Life. 7 

| * 
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1 (I.) Sinners wrong their own Souls, aa 
. they ſuffer themſelves to be deceived by Sin 
Ti and Satan, their two greateſt Enemies. 
= Who would trade with ſuch a Man, who, if 
he poſſibly can, deceives every Body that 
u. he deals with? Sin has done ſo thro? every 
I Age of the World; it never did any re 
Then how Needful is the Counſel, 
bs every Age, every Place, Condition 1 
n- Station of Life. eb. iii. 13. But exbort 
one another, or exhort your ſelves, daily; let 
as any of you be hardened thro the Deceirfulnef of 
1d Sin. Sin is a moſt deceitful thing; it firſt 
is deceives the Heart, and then teaches the 
Heart to deceive the Sinner. You have 
es both theſe Evils in one Verſe. Jai. xliv. 20. 
nd He feedeth of Aſhes: A deceived Heart hath 
turned him aſide, that he cannot deliver his 
ns Soul, nor ſay, 1s there not a Lie in my Right 
1. Hand? It is thro? Sin that the Heart of Man 
th by Nature is deceitful above all things, and 
he deſperately wicked. Fer. Xvil. 9. | 
2 [1.] Sin itſelf deceives the Sinner, and 
oft therein it wrongs the Soul, It makes falſe 
ay MB Promiſes of Pleaſure, in Ways of Sin; bur 
lid this can be no better than a carnal flaſh of 


Joy, that will end in Bitterneſs, weeping and 
wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth. 'Sin wrongs 
the Soul, in promiſing Peace, when it opens 
the Flood-Gate to the greateſt Troubles, 
Deut. xxix. 19. When be heareth the Words 
cf this Curſe, be bleſſeth himſelf in his Heart, 
ſaying, I ſhall have Peace, the I walk in the 


ors 1 2 / maginalicn 


= 


172 . ITmpemtent Sinners 


Imagination of my Heart. It is ſtrange that 
a reaſonable Creature ſhould ſuffer itſelf 
to be ſo deluded: When God has ſaid, 7/ai, 
xlviii. 22. There is no Peace to the wicked. 
And again, [/ai.in. 11. Vo to the wicked, 
it ſhall be ill with him: For the Reward of his 
Hands ſhall be given him. Iſai. xiii. 11. Twill 
puniſh the World for their Evil, and the wicked 
for their Iniquity. And deceitful Sin teaches 
Men to cover and excuſe their Sins, and fo 
it wrongs the Soul. Thus the deceived Soul 
thinks it enough, that the Sin is conceal'd 


frem the Sight and Knowledge of Men, 
but forgets that the All-ſeeing Eye of God 


is upon them. The Searcher of Hearts 
knows all that Sinners are now doing; and 
he keeps 4 Book of Remembrance; and 
they that hide their Sins now, will know 
hereafter, that their Sins will find them out. 
Num. xxxii. 23 — Behold you have ſinned 
againſt the Lord; and be ſure that your Sin 
will find you out, Ir is in vain to invent 
Ways, now, to ſtifle Conviction, and ſtop 
the Mouth of their Conſcience: For it will 


certainly awake and be a terrible Witneſs. 


againſt impenitent Sinners another. Day, 
Moreover, deceitful Sin wrongs the Soul; 
as it makes Promiſes of Profit by the Trade 
of Sin. So deceived Sinners ſpeak one to 
another. Prov. i. 13. Come caſt in thy Lat 
with us; we (pail find all precious Subſtance, 


_ we ſhall fill our Houſes with Spoil, But to all 


this, it is needful to bring to Remembrance, 
that 


<0 be 
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. that Sin is unprofitable and ſhameful, and 
f expoſes Men to Priſon and to Death. 
[1. Sin is an anproſitable thing: For while 
they imagine themſelves the greateſt Gain- 
ers, they are indeed the greateſt Lolers. 
5 Matt. xvi. 26. What ſhall it profit a Man 
[ to gain the whole World, and liſe his own Soul? 
1 And the fame 1s learnt by that Queſtion or 
$ Appeal of the Apoſtle, Rom. vi. 21. What 
) Fruit had ye of thoſe things, whereof ye ave 
now aſhamed? For the end of thoſe things is 
1 Death. Hence we have that needful Exhor- 
; tation. Eph. v. 11. Have no Fellowſhip with 
1 the Unfruitful Works of Darkneſs. In which 
$ Words obſerve that ſinful Works are called 
d 
d 
* 
q 
a 
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Works of Darkneſs. There's a powerful Ar- 
gument, why you ought to have no Fellow- 
ſhip with them. They are Works ſuitable 
to poor, Ignorant Souls, that know no bet- 
ter; to ſuch as never enjoy'd the Light of 
the Golpel. Jai. ii. 20. A! that Day a Man 
t ball caſt his Idols of Silver and his Idols of 


p Gold, which they made, each one for himſelf to 
Il worſhip, unte the Moles and to the Batls. 
ſs They ſhall think, that the Time paſt of 
y. their Life may ſuffice to have wrought the 
|; Will of the Gentiles. 1 Pet. iv. 3. And 
le ſinful Works are called Works of Darkneſs, 
0 as they are directly contrary to the Light of 
at the Word of God, which diſcovers and for- 
e, bids all Sin; and they that love Sin are 
ll therefore ſaid to love Darkneſs rather 
e, than Light, becauſe their Deeds are Evil. 


at 12 They 


174% -  Jmpenttent Sinners 
They do not like the Word of God, be. 
cauſe it diſcovers the evil Nature, and for- 
bids and condemns the Practice of Sin. And 
finful Works are called Works of Darkneſs 
becauſe, without true Repentance, they 
will end ineternal Darkneſs; that's one Rea- 
fon why you ſhould have no Fellowſhip 
with Sin and Sinners, 

[2. Works of Sin are Unſruitful, thot 
was hinred before, but let us conſider ita 
little further here; never any good Fruit 
was brought forth by Sin; the Fruits that 
Sin bears are no better than Gall and Worm- 
wood. Jam. i. 3. Luſt, when it bath con- 
ceived, bringeth forth Sin; and Sin, when it 
is finiſhed, brinzeth forth Death. Therefore 
theſe are called fooliſh and hurtful Luſts; as 
it is ſaid of Covetouſneſs: So it is true of 
every other Sin. 1 Tim. vi. 9. But they 
that will be rich, right or wrong, juſt or un- 
juſt, fall into Temptation, and a Snare, and 
into many fooliſh and hurtful Luſts, <which 
drown Men in Deſtruction and Perdition. 
The needful Exhortation from thence is, 
Have no Fellowſhip with them. A like Exhor- 
tation we have, 1 Tim. v. 22. Neither be Par- 
takers of ether Men's Sins. But when may 
any be ſaid to be Partakers of other Men's 
Sins? I anſwer, when they do the ſame 
things with others, then they are Compa- 
nions of Fools, who are to be deſtroyed ; 
and when they entice others to commit Sin, 
then they bear the Guilt of others Sins, , 

wel 
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well as their own; and when they ſet an 
Example of Sin before others, and.by con- 
niving at, or if they conſent to the Sins of 
others, and ſhew themſelves pleaſed with 
what they do, then are they Partakers of 
other Men's Sins; or have Fellowſhip with 
them in their Guilt. 

(3. Sin expoles the Sinner to Shame, ic 
cloaths the Soul with Rags, it has ſtript him 
naked, Ibis is the very Truth, of their 


Caſe, as it is ſet forth by God that cannot 
lie; and their Condition is nothing better'd, 


but indeed is much the more dangerous, as 
they are ignorant of it. Rev. iii. 17. Thou 
Jay'ſt, I am rich, and increaſed in Goods, and 


have Wed of nothing, and knoweſt, not that 


thou art wretched and miſerable, and poor and 
blind, and naked. All theſe ſhameful Diſ- 
orders are brought upon the Soul by: Sin, 
and thus Sin wrongs the Soul. 

[4. Sin has run the Sinner into Debt, 
and heaped up Guilt upon the Soul. Every 
new Sin is a new Debt in the Book of God; 
this is: taught us in that Expreſſion in the 
Lord's Prayer, Forgive us our Debts, that. is, 
our Sins. Every Sinner, out of Chriſt, 
owes to divine Jultice ten thouſand Talents 
more than ever he is able to pay; and yet 
the Debt muſt be difcharged eicher by the 
Debtor, or by his Surety, or the Sinner 
muſt be caſt into the eternal Priſon of Hell. 
And che harder Sinners work at the Trade 
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of Sin, the deeper they run in Debt. Thus 
alſo by Sin Men wrong their own Souls, 
5. We muſt conſider Sinners, not only as 
Debtors in Priſon, but as Malefactors in 
Priſon ; they are Rebels and Traytors, and 
they muſt lie eternally in Priſon, unlels an 
Act of Grace comes forth from the King of 
| Heaven to diſcharge them: There is but 
one Way of eſcaping the Execution, and 
that is by applying to the Lord qeſus Chrift 
and his Righteouſneſs, by Faith, as our 
Surety with God — That's the firſt thing. 
Sin itſelf deceives the Sinner; but that's 
not all; for, 

[2.] Sin has made the Heart of Man de- 
ceitful, and the Heart ſhews its Deceitfut- 
neſs "hay Ways. 

The Heart ſhews its Deceitfulneſs in 
baun their Memories that they can re- 
tain no more of the Word of God. When 
there is no Love in their Hearts to it, they 

don't deſire it; and thus they caſt the 
Blame upon God himſelf, who has given 
them no better Memory, when they have 
no Mind to retain God and his Word in == 


their Knowledge, and to be at the Pains b 
to ſearch and ſtudy the Word, and to com- = 
pare their Hearts and Lives with | it, and to tl 
make it the Matter of their Meditation that 9 
ay might remember it. f. 

Their Hearts are deceitful in com— t 
Maining of rheir Inability to pray, and to t 


diſcharge other Parts of Chriſtian Duties; If 
but 
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but the Truth is, they have no Will to it, 


they don't omit that great and neceſſary 
Duty, becauſe they cannot, but becauſe 
they have no Mind to it ; and God, the 
Searcher of Hearts, knows how it is. The 
ſincere Soul will ſet about the Duty, and 
as the Diſciples did, aſk help from Heaven, 
to perform it in an acceptable and profitable 
manner; Lord, teach us to pray; and ſuch 
Prayer, if ſincere, ſhall not be in vain, 

[3. The Heart is deceitful in framing; 
Excuſes, from their Inability to change 
their Hearts, to fit ſtill and do nothing 
that God has made their Duty to do; for 
all the while, ſome of theſe take no care to 
reform their Lives, neither do they pray to 
God for a new Heart and a new Spirit, 
which is a Mercy promiſed, and therefore 
to be prayed for; Create in me @ clean 
Heart, O God, and renew aright Spirit withs 
in me. 

4. The Heart deceives the Sinner in 
making Promiſes of Reformation hereafter, 
but has no mind at all to ſet about it now. 
— Young Perſons think it is too ſoon to 
begin to be ſober and ſerious, and to ſhun 
vain Companions and Exerciſes, and give 
themſelves Time for Reading and Prayer, 
and to chuſe ſuch for their Companions that 
fear God and might help them forward in 
the Way to eternal Happineſs ; they think 
theſe things more fit and ſeaſonable for the 
lick and aged, or for dying Perſons; PU 
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ſuch would do well to conſider, that young 
Perſons go to the Grave, to Judgment and 
Eternity as faſt as others; therefore it is 
not too ſoon for young ones to remember 
their Creator; it is ſo far from being an 
improper Seaſon, that it is the very Time 
that God himſelf has fix'd upon before all 
others, Eccl. xii. 1. Remember now thy Crea- 
for in the Days of thy Youth. So young as 
you are, if rf die out of Chriſt, and Stran- 
gers to his Grace, and to Faith and Re- 

entance, you muſt certainly periſh. What 
if you ſhould be cut off, by Death, before 
that Time comes, which you have thought 
of as more ſeaſonable to begin to mind the 
great Concerns of your Souls; then Eter- 
nity will be ſpent in fruitleſs bewailing of 
your former ſinful Delays, O that I had re- 
formed my Life when I was called to it! 
O that I had caſt off the Works of Darkneſs 
and forſaken my ſinful Companions, and 
given Heed to the repeated Calls of the 
Goſpel, and taken due Care of my precious 
Soul! O that I had choſen better Compa- 
ny, and ſpent my Time to better Purpo- 
ſes! O that I had had an Heart to pray 
while the Door of Grace was open; but 
then God called and I refuſed, and now I 
cry and ſhall never be heard! Here's the 
Fruit of ſinful Delays. But I add, the 
Converſion of ſuch as are long accuſtomed 
to do evil, is ſeldom heard of; it muſt be 
a Miracle if ſuch a one is turned from Sin 
[0 
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ro God, Jer. xiii. 23. Can the nne 
change” bis Sin, or tbe Leopard his Spots 8 
Then may ye alſo do good, that have been ac- 
cuſtomed to do evil. The Grace of God 
may much more abound where Sin has 
abounded 5 but ſuch a thing as the Con- 
verſion. of an old Sinner is ſeldom heard 
of; ſo that it is a moſt dangerous thing to 
go on in a Cuſtom of Sin. 

(3. The Heart deceives the Sinner in 
teaching it to think itſelf excuſable in not 
minding the Concerns of the Soul, becauſe 
it is very much ſtraiten'd for Time: They 
plead, the Providence of God has put me 
in ſuch Circumſtances, that my Time is 
not my own; and thus the Heart ſhews its 
Deceirfalneſs, by caſting the Blame upon 
God's Providence. It is ſtrange that a rea- 
ſonable Creature can ſatisfy himſelf with ſuch 
Excuſes; let not thy Heart deceive thee ; 


thou that-canſt find Time for eating and 


drinking, flee ping and recreation, and talk- 
ing of News, and buying and ſelling, will 
never be able to look che Judge of All the 
Earth, and the Searcher of Hearts, in the 
Face at the great Day, and ſay, Lord, I 
would! fain: have-prayed often, and ſought 
thy Grace and Fayour ; bur I could never 
find Time to do it in: The Searcher of 
Hearts knows, that thou didſt not want 
Time, fo much as an Heart to do it. What 
a dangerous Cheat does the deceived and 


 deceirful Heart put upon the Sinner! O 


what 


— 
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what Reaſon have we to hate and loath all 
Sin, that hath made the Heart ſo deceitful ! 
Sin cheats the Soul of heavenly things; 
and under the ſpecious Promiſe of Liberty 
makes the Bands of Sinners ſtrong; and as 
it is the occaſion of all the Evils that be- 
fal Men in Soul or Body, it is alſo the 
hurtful Sting of Death itſelf; for were it not 
for Sin, Death would have nothing really 
hurtful in it. O what a Mercy is it to be un- 
deceived, and to have the Heart changed 


that of a deceitful and wicked, it may be- 


come a good and honeſt Heart, ſincerely 


deſirous to know, and truly diſpoſed and 


inclined to do the Will of God! 
That's the firſt thing offer'd to prove 


that Sinners wrong their own Souls, as 


they ſuffer themſelves to be deceived by it. 
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SETER the Explication of 
e the Words, the Doctrine 
as obſerv'd from the Text 


was this 
Doct. Thoſe that ſin againſt 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, wrong 
their own Souls. Whence J propoſed to 
ſhew, 

Firſt, That all Sin 1s againſt the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

Secondly, That every Sin againſt Chriſt, 
is a wrong done to a Man's own Soul. IJ 
have finiſhed the former, and propoſed to 
ſpeak to the latter, ſhewing how, Sin is @ 
Mrong done to the Soul: And propoſed to 
give the Anſwer under the following Par- 

N ticulars 3 


1, Sinners 
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I. OB wrong their own Souls; as 
they ſuffer themſelves to be deceived by Sin, 
nd Satan, and their own. Hearte. 
2. Sin creates and nouriſſies in the Heart 
an Averſion to God and all Goodneſs. 
3. Sin robs Men of much Good, which 


might he enjoy d bath bere and hereafter. | 


4. Sin makes Men Slaves, both in Soul 
and Body, to the worſt of Tyrants; that 
is to Satan and their own Luſts. 

. Sin makes Men cruel to themſelves ; 
they are nee that live and die in 
in their Sins. 

6. Sin runs Men into the greateſt Danger 
of everlaſting Miſery: For the 'Wages of Sin 

is Death. 

J have diſpatch'd the firſt of thefe, in the 
former Diſcourſe ; and now Jam to take 

notice of the ſecond. . 
2. Sin wrongs the Soul, as it creates a 
nouriſhes, in the Heatt, an Averſion to 
Godand all Goodneſs. 

(.) Where Sin reigns in the Heart, 
there is an Averſion to God himſelf. The 
Searcher: of Hearts knows it, and has de- 
clar'd it, Job xxi. 13, 14. Tbey ſpend their 


Days in Wealth, or as it is in the Margin, 


in Mirth, that is in carnal Mirth, and in a 


Moment they g 2 down to the Grave; therefore” 


they fay unto 6 od, Depart. from 1, for we de- 
fire not ths Knowledge of thy Ways. O what has 
Sin done to our Nature, that Men ſhould 
ſpeak thus co God their Maker; to their 
Benefactor, 
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Benefactor, to the chief Good ! Thus weiſee 


a that Sin wrongs both God and the Soul. In 
theſe laſt Words, let us obſerve, concern- 
t ing Sin, ; | | | 
[ 1.] It makes the reaſonable Creature act 
h moſt weak and fooliſh: They deſire what can- 
* not poſſibly be, as it is contrary to the very 
W Nature of God; that is, that God ſhould 
t not come near them, or take any Notice of 
them: but he is, and muſt needs be pre- 
; ſent every where, beholding the Evil and 
n the Good. Pal. cxxxix. Whither all I 
go from thy Spirit? Or whither ſhall I flee 
r from thy Preſence? I I aſcend up into Hea- 
n ven, thou art there: If 1 make my Bed in Hell, 
bebold thou art there. If I take the Wings of 
e the Morning, and dwell in the uttermoſt Parts 
e of the Sea; even there ſhall thy Hand lead me, 
| and thy right Hand ſhall bold me. If I fay 
d ſurely the Darkneſs ſhall cover me: Even the 
0 Night. ſhall be Light about me. Yea, the Dark- 
meſs hideth not from thee ; but the Night Hin- 
5 eth as the Day; the Darkneſs and the Light 
e are both alike to thee. | aid 
= [2.] Sin makes Men mere Atheiſts: They 
r are willing to live without God, and with- 
„ out Chriſt in the World. There are few 
a that are willing to take upon-thernſe]ves the 
0 odious Name of Atheiſts; but it belongs 
— to every one, that can live contentedly 
8 without God, and without Jeſus Chriſt; or 
d thoſe that deſire not his Preſence; or ra- 
r ther, deſire his Abſence: They are Athe- 


its ; 


184 Iupenitent Sinners "ov 
iſts; ſo the Word is in the Original. Eb. 
1. 12. That at that Time, ye were Without 
Chriſt,and| Atheijts] without God in the World, 
Suppoſe they were not utterly ignorant of 
the Being of God, yet if they delir'd to live 
without him, then they were Atheiſts. And 
ſo it is now; thoſe that do not acknowledge 
God, in worſhipping and glorifying him, 
they are all Atheiſts, and it is Sin has made 
them ſo. 

[3.] Sin makes Men baſe, 8 and 
wicked: That is, willing to caſt off their Ma- 
ker; and reject their Preſer ver and kind 
Benefactor. When Sinners deſire God to 
depart from them, they know not what they 
aſk: They aſk for their own Undoing. Had 
impenitent Sinners their own Wiſh, what 
would become of them, in Soul and Body? 
God's Departure from them would apen a 
Flood-Gate for all Evils to break in upon 
them. @o/. ix. 12. Wo alſo to them, when 
1 depart fromthem. The gracious Preſence 
of God with his People is their Security 
and Comfort, their Strength and Joy; ſo 
God intended thoſe gracious Promiſes, Hai. 
xli. 10, Fear thou not, for I am with thee: 
be not diſmay d, for JI am thy God: I will 
Srengthen thee, yea, I will Help thee, yea, J 
will uphold thee, with the right, Hand of my 
Righteouſneſs, Heb. xiii. — hath ſaid, 
bill never leave thee, nor farſake thee. 
There's the Mercy of all the People of God; 
and of all that fincerely deſire his Preſence; 
but when Sinners bid God —— they lay 

them- 
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themſelves open to all Miſeries and Dan- 
gers: Who, then, ſhall keep off your Ad- 
verſary the roaring Lion, who goeth about 
ſeeking whom he may devour? 1 Pet. v. 8. 
(2.) Sin wrongs the Soul, as it creates 
and nouriſhes, in the Heart, an Averſion 
to the Word of God. As the People of 1/raet 
lighted and deſpiſed the Manna, Num. xi. 
6. ſaying, We have nothing but this Man- 
na before our Eyes: So do ſome treat the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, which is our heavenly Man- 
na, and Bread of Life; but it any flight 
the Goſpel, it's a ſign they are in a dead 
State, or in a very dangerous and languiſh- 
ing Condition; where there never was any 
Hunger after it, there never was any Taſte 
of it, theſe are ſpiritually dead. And are 
the ſame unhappy Souls, deſcribed before, 
that hid God depart from them . But now we 
conſider them under another Expreſſion 
they deſire not the Knowledge of God's Ways. 
The former Expreſſion ſhew'd their Aver- 
ſion to God himfelf, but this ſhews their 
Enmity againſt the Word of God; we deſire 
not the Knowledge of his Ways: This is a 
very ſtrange Expreſſion, indeed: It were 
not ſo much to be wonder'd at if they had 
ſaid, we defire not do wa/k in the Ways of 
God. But whence is it that wicked Men 
lire not the Knowledge of his Ways; 
[1.] Becauſe the Word of God: is too 
pure and holy for them: the Word of God 
forbids their beloved Sins, and the Sinner 
| cannot 
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cannot nd to have them rep: -oved and con- 
demned. 


[2.] Sinners don't deſire the Knowledge 


of God's Ways; becauſe it requires ſome 


Pains and Cure to obtain it. Carnal Men 
are willing to be at any Pains, in the Ways 
of Sin, but not to gain the Knowledge of 
God's Will, and their Duty. 

3. Slaners don'c deſire the Knowledge 
of God's Ways; becauſe the Knowledge 
lays them under Obligation of ſuitable Prac- 
tice: It is ſomething eaſier for Men to fin 
without Light, than to ſin againſt their own 
Knowledge. Some ate very willing to be 
ignorant; becauſe they think they ſhall have 
the leſs to anſwer for : but wilful or affect- 
ed and choſen Ignorance, when they have 
the Means of knowing the Will of God 
and their Duty, greatly adds to their Sin. 
[A.] Some do not deſire to know the 
Will and Ways of God, becauſe the Word 
of God is like a Glaſs, for Men to behold 
their Faces, that is the State of their Souls; 
and impenitent Sinners cannot bear to look 
ſtedfaſtly into it; leſt they ſhould ſee their 
own Guilt, and Miſery, and what are the 
Deſerts of Sin: For this Knowledge wou'd 
terrify their Conſciences, and 1 interrupt their 
preſent, carnal Peace. 

But who is it, among all the Sons of Men, 
that ſay to God depart from us? No Man 
is willing to own himſelf guilty of this Sin; 
no Body will ſay it is J. But every one 
| 5 ought 
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ought to turn into their own Hearts and ſay, 
is it 1? Janſwer, 

[I. It is every one that loves and lives in 
Sin: the Love of God and the Love of 
Sin are utterly inconſiſtent: they that allow 
Sin a Place in their Hearts, ſnut God out 
of their Hearts; they that delight in any 
known Sin, cannot love God; and they 
they that don't love him, can never de ſire 
his Company. 

[2. It is every one that has an Auen 
in his Heart, to the Work of Religion and 
Holineſs, Let none deceive himſelf; he 
that ſhuts religious Duties out of his Houſe, 
bids God depart from him. They that ſel- 
dom or never pray to God, cannot defire 
the Preſence of God. Then, how many 
Families, and how many particular Perſons, 
are guilty of this Sin and Folly, of bidding 
God depart from them; and who deſire not 
the Knowledge of his Ways! 

[3. They bid God depart from them, 
who are griev'd at Convictions of Sin, and 
ſtudy to ſtifle them that they may return to 
their carnal Peace; thoſe that ſay to Convic- 
tions, depart from us, ſay to God depart 
from us. So Felix did when his Con- 
ſcience was awaken' d. As xxiv. 0 And 
as he reaſoned of Righteouſneſs, Temperance 
and Judgment to come, Felix trembled ; there 
was his cloſe Conviction, but he could not 
bear it, therefore he ſaid to the Apoſtle, 
Go thy Way, for this Time; when I bave a 
convenient 
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convenient Seaſon, I will call for thee. Thoſe 
that are under the Power and Reign of Sin 
cannot bear to have the Word of God come 
too cloſe to their Conſciences; for Sin 
and Satan have the allowed and peaceable 
Poſſeſſion of the Palace of their Hearts. 
Thoſe that were poſſeſſed with evil Spirits 
could not bear to have Jeſus Chriſt come 
ſo near them; and therefore they cried out, 
Let us alone, what have we to do with thee, 
thou Feſus of Nazareth, art thou come to deſtroy 
us* art thou come to torment us before the Time? 
There's ſomething like it, in the Carriage 
of thoſe, that ſhake off their Convictions of 
Sin; theſe ſay, in their Hearts, to Miniſters 
and to their Conſciences, Let us alone in 
our carnal Mirth, in our Courſes of Sin, 
and Neglect of our Souls: We acknowledge 
that we ought to do better, but we are no 
body's Enemies, but our own. 
That's the ſecond thing ; Sin creates in 
the Heart an Averſion to the Word of 
God. And now I add, | 


(3.) Sin creates in the Heart an Averſion 


to the Work of God's Houſe. You have 


this matter aſſerted by the Searcher of 
Hearts. Mal. i. 13. Ye ſaid alſo, what a 
Wearineſs is it? O what a wonderful Change 
does the Grace of God make upon the 
Sonl, when it brings it to delight in the 
Work and Service of God ! Thus it 1s, 
wherever the Laws of God are written in 
the Heart, P/al. xl. 8. I delight to do thy 
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Vill, O my God, yea, thy Law is within my 
Heart. And then the Service of God's 
Houſe is choſen, and the very Place of 
God's Worſhip is honour'd before others. 
Pſal. Ixxxiv. 10. A Day in thy Courts is bei- 
ter than a thouſand, And as God has choſen 
Sion for His Habitation, and has ſaid, Here 
will I dwell, for I have deſired it, P/al. exxxii. 
14. So the gracious Soul can ſay, Pſal. 
xxvii. 4. One thing have I deſired of the Lord, 
and that will I ſeek after, that I may dwell in 
the Houſe of the Lord for ever, that I may be- 
hold the Beauty of the Lord and enquire in his 
Temple, Comparing theſe very differing In- 
clinations of the Hearts of Men, we fee 
what a fooliſh Choice Sinners make; the 
bid the chief Good depart from them, that 
they might live at Eaſe in Sin; and how in- 
conſiderate 1s their Wiſh! Forif God ſhould 
depart, who ſhall fill up his Room? And 
hence alſo we learn what a Mercy they have 
obtain'd that love and defire the Preſence 
of God with them. God has left moſt gra- 
cious Words for their Comfort, in ever 
Condition. Fer. xxxii. 40. Iwill make an 
everlaſting Covenant with them, that I will 
not turn away from them, to do them good; but 
J will put my Fear in their Hearts, that they 
all not depart from me. 
And from hence alſo, we may learn, who 
are hike to dwell with God in Heaven; on 
thoſe that love his Preſence here. And alſo, 
how uſt that awful Sentence of the Fudge 
of all the Earth will be, upon impenitent 


Sinners, 
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Sinners, at the great Day. Mart. xxv. 41. 

Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting Fire, 
This will bea moſt dreadful Sentence indeed; 

but it will be as juſt and righteous, as it will 
be dreadful: Becauſe this Sentence will be 
paſs'd upon none, but tbe Workers of Ini- 
quity; who have liv'd and died in their Sins 
againſt all Warnings. And in this dread- 
ful Sentence, Sinners will have their own 
Wiſhz they ſaid to God, Depart from us, and 
then the Judge will ſay to them, Depart from 
me: And herein the Judge of all the Earth 
will do right; he does but return, upon 
them, their own Language Judge your 
ſelves now, whether you are in a State of 
Nature, or in a State of Grace, Do you 
deſire to know God and his Will; his Work 
and Ways? If you fay, I hope I do; then 
Taſk, to what End do you delire that Know- 
ledge? Is it that you may do the Will of 
God. John. xi. 17. If ye know theſe things, 
happy are ye, if ye do them. Every ſincere 
Soul deſires to do, as well as to know the Will 
of God. Pal. Ixxxvi. 11. Teach me thy 
Way, O Lord, and 1 will walk in thy Truth : 


Unite my Heart to fear thy Name. Thoſe. 
that have received a little Portion of Grace, 
in Truth, ſee the Neceſſity of this Prayer; 


becauſe they know that all Men, by Nature, 
are out of the Way of God; and alſo, that 


it 1s not in Man that walketh to direct his Steps, = 


and that every Soul muſt periſh, that is not 
oy: 12257 in the * of God. That's the 
ſecond 


God 


conl 
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ſecond Proof that Sin is a wrong to the Soul, 
as it creates and nouriſhes, in the Heart, an 
Averſion to God and Good neſss. 

3. They that ſin againſt Chriſt, eng 
their own Souls, as it robs them of much 
Good that might be enjoy'd, by them, both 
here and hereafter. Sin unfits the Soul for 
the neceſſary and important Duties of Re- 
ligion, 1 might inſtance in any one Chri- 
ſtian Duty; let it be done in, 

(1.) The neceſſary Duty of Prayer; Sin 
is an utter Enemy to every Part of that holy 
Work: How can they confeſs their Sins to 
God, who deſign to hold them faſt, and 
return to the Practice of them? This is in- 
conſiſtent with Sincerity; and is no better 
than mocking of God. If any ſhould ſay in 
their Prayers: We have erred and ſtrayed 
from thy Ways like loſt Sheep, we have done 
that which we ought not to have done; the Con- 
feſſion is exceeding good, if it were ſincere 
but for any to confeſs Sin, when they love 
it, and deſign to return unto it, this is a 
ſign of a ſtupid and hard Heart; that it is 
deceirful and deſperately wicked. And thus 
Sin unfits Men for that Part of Prayer, Con- 
feſſion of Sin And ſoit hinders Men from 
mak ing their acceptable Petitions, and Sup- 
plications to God. How can they pray to 
God, who have no Senſe of the Wants of 
cheir Souls, nor have any ſincere Deſires of 
Grace and Holineſs? No Concern to know 


or do the Will of God? As God once faid 
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to the ſame ſort. of Men, that pretended to 
keep Faſts, but held faſt their Sins; Zech. 
vil. 5 —When ye faſted and mourned, in the 
fifth and in the ſeventh Month, even theſe ſe- 
venty Years, did ye at all faſt unto. me? S0 
may the Searcher of Hearts ſay, to ſuch as 
pretend to pray unto him, now and then, 


in their Straits, butlive in their Sins, Do you 


pray at all unto me? And as God faid unto 
thoſe Deceivers, among the Jews, 1s this 
uch a Faſt as 1 have choſen? So he may ſay 
of the Prayers of impenitent Sinners, Are 
thele the Prayers that I have choſen and ap- 
pointed? Or he may ſay to Sinners now, as 
he did to the Jets, when they brought the 
Lame and the Blind for a Sacrifice; Go, offer 
i now to thy Governor, would be accept it at 
thy Hands? Would thy Fellow-Creature be 
pleaſed with ſuch Treatment? A wiſe Man 
could eaſily ſee thro' ſuch Hypocriſy. If any 
of you ſhould ſay to another, I am ſorry 
that I have offended you; and preſently go 
and do the ſame thing, how: provoking 
would this be? Deceive not thy ſelf; thou 
that alloweſt of Sin, under a common Pro- 
feſſion, wilt know, one Day, that thou haſt 
not to do with a God that is like thy ſelf: 
He is indeed a merciful and gracious God; 
but he is alſo an holy and jealous God: And 
tho' he bears long with Sinners, yet be ſure 
your Sins will find you cut. And the Sinner's 
own Conſcience will find him out, and be 
a lwift Witneſs againſt him, for his deceitſul 
LED Dealing 


rm. * | * * 4 4 f n Souls. 193 


Dealing with God and his own Soul. If 
thou waſt not ſorry for thy Sins, why didft 
thou confeſs them? And if you confeſs'd 
them, why did ye not forſake them? Such 
Confeſſions will periſh with you, unleſs yon 
break off from and hate all known Sin. They 
that chooſe to live in Sin, will either have 
done with Prayer, as ſoon as they can find 
any Excuſe; or if they, now and then, keep 
up a Form, to quiet their Conſeiences, 
they will reſt in the Bodily Exerciſe; the 
Prayers of ſuch Perſons, are no Prayers in 
God's Account. | 

(2.) As Sin, when allowed of, hinders 
the Work and Duty of Prayer; fo it hinders 
the Anſwers of Prayer. P/al. Ixvi. 18. 
I regard Iniquity in my Heart, the Lord will 
not hear me. If Tregard it, that is, if I love 
it, if Lallow of it; if I plead for and ſtudy 
Excuſes to cover it, then the Lord will not 
hear me. Fohn ix. 31. God heareth not 
Sinners, that is, impenitent Sinners; but if any 


Man be a Worſhipper of God and doth bis Mill, 


him he heareth. Iſai. lix. 1, 2. The Lord's 
Hand is not ſbortned, that it cannot ſave, nei- 
ther is his Ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But 
your Iniquities have ſeparated between you and 
your God, and your Sins have hid bis Face from 
you, that he will not bear. | 

_ Obſerve theſe Expreſſions a little; when 
Sinners receive not what they aſk, you ſee 
how their Thoughts work; they don't ſuſ- 
pet themſelves, and their Sins, but they 
ä K think 
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think there is ſome Defe& in God; that ei- 


ther he cannnot hear or cannot help. But 
ſays God, I am not dull of Hearing, nor 


do I want Power or Inclination to help; but 


your Iniquities hinder the Anſwer of your 
Prayers. Again, theſe Words preſent us 
with a very ſad Condition of mere Profeſ- 
ſors, without, the Grace of God; the Con- 
ſcience was ſo far awakened as to put them 
upon Prayer, ſuch as it was, but Convic- 
tions did not iſſue in a thorow Converſion 
from Sin to God. Here's Prayer and Sinning; 
Praying Perſons and Workers of Iniquity. 
Soul, if thou doſt not pray at all, thou art 
utterly undone; and if thou doſt pray and 
wilt not break off from Sin, thou art un— 
done: For thy Prayers will be ſo far from 
relieving thee, that they will be a ſwift 
Witneſs againſt thee; they will riſe up in 
Judgment againſt thee, and condemn thee, 
at the great Day. But ſome may ſay, I 
dare not play the Hypocrite with God: For 
when I deſign to go to the Act and Practice 
of Sin, with my Companion, then I omit- 
ted Prayer for that Day; and then I take 
a proper ſeaſon to confeſs my Sins, and aſk 
Forgiveneſs for what I have done. To 
this I reply, that this is the very Practice of 
an Hypocrite, and is a Sin that ſtands brand- 
ed in the Word of God, amongſt the vileſt 
of Crimes; as a mocking of God, and Ar- 
gument of a deceitful Heart and ſeared Con- 
tcience: Now and then to pray, only to 

make 
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40 
make 7 7 and to think to wipe off 
the old ſcore, and begin a new Debt; like 
the ſtrange Woman, that flattereth with her 
Lips. Prov. vil. 14. With an impudent 
Face ſhe ſaid unto him, I have Peace-Offerings 
with me, this Day ] haue paid my Vowsz now 
let us go to lin again. That was no ſign of 
Sincerity; but of an hardened Heart. If 
there had been true Repentance for Sin, the 
Language would have been, I have this 
Day paid my Vows, I have confeſs'd my Sins, 
and by the Grace of God, Iwill Sin no more. 
But to pray and allow of Sin, and intend to 
hold on in the Practice, is but the Sacrifice 
of the wicked, and that's abomination to the 
Lord. Prov. xv.8. Notas it is the Pray- 
er of mere Nature, or of one that is ka 8 
of the Grace of God in Truth; but as it is 
the Offering of a wicked Perſon, the Pray- 
er of an Hyp pocrite; one that loves Sin more 
than God, and more than Prayer. In which 
laſt Scriptare obſerve theſe three things. 

[1.] The wicked Perſon, whoſe Prayers 
are an Abomination to the Lord, is one 
that loves Sin, and trades in it, one that is 
ſecretly pleaſed with it; one that is ſkilful 
at it, and one that works hard at it; one 
that contrives it, and that hates to be re- 
formed; one that accuſtoms himſelf to Sin, 
and lives in the repeated Practice, againſt 
Light and Conſcience; and yields up him- 
ſelf to ſome Sin or other; there Sin reigns, 
and that's a wicked Perſon. 

2 [2.] A 
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[a.] A wicked Perſon, tho' he loves Sin, 
yet he may ſomerimes pray, as when he is 
under Affliction, or when Dangers approach, 
or when Conſcience is awake, or when in 
the View of Death. T7fai. xxvi. 16. Lord, 
in Trouble they have viſited thee, they poured 
out a Prayer when thy Chaſtening' was upon 
them. But it is ſaid, that tho* the Hypocrite 
may pray, now and then, yet he will not 
pray always. Fob xxvil. 10. Will be de- 


. light himſelf in the Almighty ? Will be always 


call upon God? That (Expreſſion intimates, 
that he may do ſo ſometimes ; but the ſame 
Text faith, that he doth not delight in it; 
becauſe he delighteth not in the Lord. | 

[3.] The laſt thing that I obſerve from 
the foremention'd Scripture is, that the 
- Prayers of wicked Perſons are loathſome to 
the holy God. They are Abomination to 
him. 7/ai.1.15. When ye ſpread fortb your 
Hands, that is in Prayer, I will hide mine 
Eyes from you: Yea, when ye make many 
Prayers, I will not hear. But what is the 
Reaſon of God's ſhutting out their Prayers, 
when they prayed often; here were many 
Prayers, and ſeeming warm Affections, ex- 
preſſed in ſpreading forth the Hands; yer 
the God hearing Prayer rejected theirs; and 
what was the Occaſion of it? The following 


Words give us the Reaſon; they were Work- 


ers of Iniquity; your Hands are full of Blood: 
You ſee, tho' they pray'd, yet their Hearts 
and Hands were full of Sin. What muſt 

Sinners 
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Ver. 16. Waſh ye, make you clean, reform 


er, fo it hinders profiting under the Mora. 


Sinners. do then, that God may hear their 
Prayers? See the Advice in the next Words, 


your, Lives, put away the Evil of your Doings 
from before mine Eyes, ceaſe to do evil, learn 
to do well; or elſe your Prayers will be ab- 
horred. If the Caſe be thus, here may riſe an 
Objection, Vibe Prayer of the wicked be an 
Abomination to the Lord, would it not be bet- 
ter, for ſuch, to omit Prayer? Anſwer. No, 
God: forbid; that Omiſſion would but in- 
creaſe your Sin: You muſt not leave off pray- 
ing; but you mult leave off nning: For if 
you live without Prayer, you make your- 
ſelves liable to the juſt Diſpleaſure of God, 
Jer. x. 25, Pour out thy Fury upon the Hea- 
then, that know thee not, and upon the Fa- 
milies that call not upon thy Name. Theſe 
Words. are not to be underſtood, as the 
Prayer, or Deſire of the Prophet, but as a 
prophetical Denunciat ion of Judgment from 
God upon prayerleſs Perſons. 

(3.) As Sin hindereth the Work of Pray- 


They that would receive Soul-Profit under 
the Miniſtry, muſt put away all known Sin. 
James i. 21. Lay apart, caſt away, all Fil- 
thineſs, and Superfiuity of Naughtineſs. Sin 
is Filthineſs, it defiles the Soul; and Sin is 
ſuperfluous; it may be ſpar'd, it is an un- 
profitable thing: and then it is added, and 
receive, with Meekneſs, not with Pride and 
and Paſſion, e ingrafted Word, which is 

1 able 
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able to ſave your Souls. But if the Hearers 

will hold faſt their Sins, the Word will not 
profit them, but be a ſwift Witneſs againſt 
them at the great Day —Some of you com- 
plain, that tho* you have fat, many Years, 
under the Miniſtry of the Word, yet it ſeems 
to be without any ſenſible Profit— That's 
great pity, indeed; this is a very weighty 


thing, and deſerves to be ſearch'd into; it 


may be the Accuſation is falſe ; I believe that 
ſome humble Souls accuſe themſelves, when 
they ought not. No Profit! That's very 
diſcouraging indeed, But aſk your ſelves, 
is not your Mind more enlighten'd? Don't 
you know God's Way of Salvation of Sin- 
ners, better than you did in Time paſt? 
that is, what you muſt do to be ſaved? Now, 
if the Mind be enlighten'd, it is ſomething, 
tho* not enough. And is not your Life re- 
formed? Have you not been perſuaded to 
break off from ſinful Courſes? That's ſome- 
ching, tho? Souls muſt not reſt there. Have 
you not been brought to deſire to win Chriſt, 
and be found in him? And to ſubmit to his 
Righteouſneſs and Government? Don't you 
find an Eſteem for the Word and Ordinan- 
ces and People of God. That's a ſign of 

ſome profiting under the Word — But if 
this Accuſat ion be true, then you have juſt 
reaſon to fear, that there is ſome beloved 
Sin, in the Heart and Life, which, like a 


Worm at the Root of a Tree or Plant, hin- 


ders its thriving—Henceforth, be perſuaded 
| to 
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to do two things; and then you may expect 
Soul- Profit under the hearing of the Word; 


put away all known Sin; and receive the 


Word with Meekneſs and Humility, and 
attend it with ſincere and affectionate Pray- 
ers to God for his Bleſſing, and then you 
may hope for, and be aſſured of Spiritual 
Profit — There is one Scripture more, like 
the former; 1 Pet. ii. 1, 2. Wherefore laying 
aſide all Malice, and all Guile, and Hypocriſies, 
and Envies, and all evil ſpraking, as new born 
Babes deſire the ſincere Milk of the Word, that 
ye may grow thereby, A 

(4.) Sin, allowed of, hinders Chriſtian 
Practice: The End of Hearing, is to know 
the Will of God and our Duty; what God 
would have us to do: But Sin creates an 
Averſion, both to Knowledge and Practice t 
divine things; and tho' it is become a Cul-. 
tom to carttal Men, to hear the Word, 
yet thro* the Deceitfulneſs of the Heart, they 
ſatisfy themlelves with bare hearing, and 
thus they deceive themſelves. James i. 22. 
But be ye Doers of the Word; not Hearers only, 
deceiving your own ſelves. 

(g.) Sin allowed of, is inconſiſtent with 


true Peace of Conſcience; and whatever 


Comfort and Hope any may pretend unto, 
from the Nature and Settlement of the Co- 
venant of Grace, while they allow of any 
known Sin, that Peace is but Deluſion: Ic 
is not the Peace of God, but the Peace of 


a deceived Heart. 1/ai. xlviii, 22. There is 


„ no 


no Peace, faith my God, to the wicked, 
Such may have carnal Peace, while they 
ſtifle their Conſciences and Convictions, and 
never give themſelves ſufficient Time to 
| think ſeriouſly, What have I done? What 
am I now doing? What is like to be the 
End of this preſent Life? But tho' theſe Per- 
ſons may have a carnal Peace, yet they can 
have no true Peace, becauſe they have no 
true Faith; the Peace of God is obtain'd in 
the Way of Believing. Rom. xv. 13, The God 
of Hope fill you with all Foy and Peace in Be- 
lieving. This is that Peace of God, which 
paſſeth all Underſtanding, Phil, iv. 7. And 
keeps the Hearts and Minds of the Receivers 
cloſe to their Duty, both to God and Men; 
and them watchful again Sin, and careful 
tg promote Holineſs. This is that ſolid, 
uſeful and abiding Peace, which Jeſus Chrift 
gives to his People, and none-enjoy but his 
lincefe Diſciples: A Stranger does not inter- 
me ddle with it. Joh. xiv. 27. Peace Ileave with 
you, myPeace I give unto you; not as the World 
giveth, give I unto you, Not Peace in the 
Way of Sin, or in the Neglect of known 
Duty; but in the Way of Faith, Obedience 
and Holineſs. That's the third Head, 
ſhewing how Men wrong their own Souls 
by Sin; as it hinders them from enjoying 
much Good both here and hereafter. 
4. Sin wrongs the Soul, as it makes Men 
Slaves, both in Soul and Body, to the worſt 
of Tyrants, that 1s to Satan and to their 


Own 
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6wn Luſts. Sin brings Men into moſt crueb 
Bondage. So it's ſaid of Simon Magus, and ir 
is as true of every one in a ſtate of Nature. 
As viii. 23. Thou art in the Gall of Bitterneſs 
and Bonds of Iniquity. Deluded Souls count 
their Sins as, a ſweet Morſel under their 
Tongue; that is, while they are committing 
the Sin, they take Pleaſure in it, as Men 
do in the molt delightful Meat; but Sin will 
be bitter in the End; it will be Gall and 
Wormwood ; the Poiſon and Gall of Aſps. 
Job xx. 12, Tho” Wickedneſs is fiveet in his 
Mouth, tbo' he hides it under his Tongue ; 
tho* He ſpare it, and forſake it not; but keeps 
it ftill within bis Mouth: Yet bis Meat in his 
bowels is turned, it is the Gall of Aſps within 
him — The Sinner works for a moſt cruel 
Maſter; one that ſeeks to deſtroy him in Soul 
and Body. r Pet. v. 8. Be watchful, be 
v.gilant, for your Adverſary the Devil, as à 
rraring Lion, walketh about ſeeking wwhom be 
may devour, Every impenitent Sinner is a 
Slave to Sin and Satan. John viii. 34. Wheſo- 
ever committeth Sin is the Servant of Sin. Rom. 
vi. 16, Know ye not that to whom ye yield 
your ſelves Servants to obey, his Servants ye are 
whom ye obey; whether of Sin unto Death,- or 
of Obedience unto Righteouſneſs, Now to make : 
out, that Sin and Satan are moit cruel Lords 
and Maſters, we may conſider; 

(1.) Sinners are Slaves to their Luſts, 
without real Advantage to themſelves: There 
never was any thing gain'd at the Trade of 
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Sin. Rom. vi. 21. What Fruit had ye of 
thoſe things, whereof ye are now aſhamed. And 
the People of God confeſs it. Fer. iii. 25, 
We lie down in our Shame, and our Confuſion 
covereth us: For we have ſinned againſt the 
Lord our God, we and our Fathers, from cur 
Youth, even 10 this Day, and have not obeyed 
the Voice of the Lord our God. And thus it 
appears, that Sin is a Reproach to any People. 
Prov. xiv. 34. | 
(2.) Satan puts out the Eyes of all his Ser- 
vants, that they may not be ſenſible of their 
Miſery and Bondage. 2 Cor. iv. 4. The 
God of this World bath blinded the Minds of 
them that believe not. Satan deals with all 
his Slaves, as the Philiſtines did with Samp- 
fon z Fudg. xvi. 21, They firſt put out bis 
Eyes, and bind bim with Fetters and Chains, 
and after that they made a Slave of him, to 
grind in the Mill. The Way of Jefus Chriſt, 
with Men, is quite contrary ; he firſt opens 
their Eyes, and turns them from Darkneſs 
to Light; and then faces off their Chains, 
and makes them free Men. As xxvi. 18. 
To whom now I ſend thee, to open their Eyes, 
and to turn them from Darkneſs to Light, and 
from the Power of Satan unto God. Jeſus Chriſt. 
takes off their Chains and Fetters; and frees 
them from the Reign and Power of Sin. 
John viii. 36. f the Son ſhall make you free, 
ye ſhall be free indeed. But Sin and Satan de- 
ceive the Soul, and then the deceived Heart 
deceives the Man, and turns him aſide, _ 
| O 
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of the Way of God. Were it not for this 
Method, Satan would not have ſo many: 
willing Slaves, among reaſonable Creatures, 
to do his Drudgery, Thus Satan blinds 
their Minds, that he may lead them on to 
Sin; and then inſtructs them how to quiet 


their Conſciences, after the Sin is commit- 
ted. 


when they have done their Work, he de- 
ſigns to deſtroy them, in Soul and Body. And- 
the harder Sinners work, at the Trade of . 
Sin, the more dreadful will their Puniſh- 
ment be— Servants would think they had a 
very cruel Maſter, that made them work 
hard all Day, and deſign'd to deſtroy them 
at Night: For ſo will Satan do by all his 
Servants, He puſhes them on to Sin, and 
he obſerves who works hardeſt; and who- 
are moſt ſkilful, and who takes moſt De- 
light in his Service; and he deſtgns to give 
them the moſt dreadful Wages. Now ſee 
the Difference between the Service of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Service of Sin and Satan: 
Thoſe that are moſt ſkilful, faithful and di- 
ligent in the Work of Chriſt, and take moſt 
delight in it, he will give them the greater 


Wages of Grace and Glory : He will ſay to. 
them as is repreſented, Matt. xxv. 21, 22. 


Mell done, good and faithful Servant, enter :thea 
into the Joy of thy Lord. But when the Ser- 
vants of Satan have finiſhed their Work, 


he alſo may ſay, Vell done, faithful Servant; 
1 5 becauſe 


3. Sinners ſerve a cud Maſter; fe. 
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becauſe they have done what he commanded, 
and that which he delighted in, and that 
which made for his Intereſt and Kingdom; 
but he cannot ſay, as Jeſus Chriſt will do, to 
his Servants, Enter thou into the Joy of thy 

Lord; but enter thou into eternal Miſery: 
Enter thou into weeping and wailing and 
gnaſhing of Teeth. Malt. viii. 12, For 
eternal Deſtruction will be the Wages of all 
the Workers of Iniquity. Fob xxxi. 3. 
not Deſtruction to the Wicked, * And a 
ſtrange Puniſhment to the Workers of Iniquity? 
Prov. xi. 6. Tranſereſſors ſhall be taken in 
 tbeir own Naughtineſs. Is it not high Time, 
then, for impenitent Sinners to ſeek a better 
Maſter, and better Service: For the Service 
of Sin and Satan is cruel Bondage; it will 
utterly ruin and undo Men both in Soul 
and Body, for ever. 

5. They that ſin againſt Chriſt, wrong 
their own Souls, as Sin makes Mex cruel to 
tbemſelves. Impenitent Sinners put out their 
own Eyes. Their Eyes have they cloſed. They 
are like the dead Idols; they have Eyes but 
ſee not; and they have Ears but hear not — 
They harden their own Hearts, they do vio- 
lence to their own Conſciences; and Con- 
tinuance in Sin makes their Hearts harder; 
and by ſtifling Convictions, they come to 
ſin without Shame. It is deceitful Sin that 
hardens the Heart of Men; this is intimated 
in that very neceſfary Exhortation, Pal. 
XCV. 7. To Day if ye will hear his Voice, 
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harden not your Hearts — And Sin alſo makes 
the Will ſtubborn and rebellious. Jobn v. 
40, Ye will not come unto me, that ye might 
have Life. Where Sin reigns, Men think 


they have no Need to look and come to Je- - 


ſus Chriſt. They are not willing to part 
with Sin; impenitent. Sinners are eaſy in 


their Condition; they are willing to be ig- 


norant of God, of Jeſus Chriſt, and his 
Work and Ways — And impenitent Sinners 
wound themſelves; they are like that poor 
Man :.mong the Tombs. Mark v. 5. And 
Night and Day he was in the Mountains, and 
in the Tombs, crying and cutting himſelf with 
Stones. Such a Sight would have pierced 
and wounded our Hearts: It would have 
called out all our Pity towards him,: in his 
Miſery. . But every Sinner 1s altogether as 
cruel to hjs own Soul: He cuts and wounds 
himſelf: For every Sin 1s a freſh Wound to 
the Soul. Thus the Way of Tranſgreſſors 
is hard. Prov. xill. 15. Impenitent Sin- 
ners are not only hardened againſt God, his 
Word, bis Warnings and Threatnings, 
his Mercies and judgments, and againſt the 
Voice of their own Conſciences; but Sin- 
ners are hardened againſt themſelves: They 
break their own Bones; as is intimated in 


P/al. li. 8. Make me io hear Joy and 


Gladneſs; that the Bones which thou haſt 
broken may rejoice, God breaks the Bones, 
only by Conviction of Sin, and by the 
Converſion of the Sinner; and by wi = 

them 
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them to the godly Sorrow of Repentance. 
This is only ſhewing Sinners that they have 
broken their own Bones, by their Fall into 
Sin. This God does, in tender Mercy, in 
order to a found Cure. He wounds, as a 
ſkilful, careful, tender Surgeon, in order to 
make a ſound Cure in the Soul. But Sin- 
ners are cruel to their own Soul; they de- 
ſtroy themſelves. And that's another Proof 
of our Text; that by Sin, Men wrong 
their own Souls. There is but one thing 
more, that I have to offer, in further Proof 
of this fad Truth, and that is; 

6. They that fin againſt Jeſus Chriſt, 
wrong their own Souls, as they run them- 
ſelves into the greateſt Danger. But this 
Head with the Application, will require an- 
other Opportunity. 
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SERMON VII. 
PRO v. viii. 36. 


He that ſinnetb againſt me, wrongeth bis 
| own Soul. 


0h NSE Doctrine from theſe 
Words was this ; 
Doctrine. That thoſe who 
Sin againſt the Lord TFeſus 
2 wrong their own Souls 
y Whence I propoſed to 
ſhew 3 | 

Firſt, That all Sin- is againſt the Lord 
Jefus Chriſt. _ 

Secondly, That ſuch as Sin againſt Chriſt, 
wrong their own Souls. 

I have finiſhed the former, and have 
made ſome Entrance upon the latter ; ſhew- 
ing how Sin is a wrong done to a Man's 
own Soul. Angl an Anſwer was propoſed 
in the following Particulars: 


I, Sin- 
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1. Sinners wrong their own Souls, as 

they ſuffer themſelves to be deceived by 
2. As Sin creates and nouriſhes, in the 
Heart, an Averſion to God and all 
Goodneſs. | 

3, Sia robs Men of much Good, which 
— be enjoyed, both here and here- 
Alter. | 

4. Sin makes Men Slaves, both in Soul 
and Body, to the worſt of Tyrants; that 
is, to Satan and their own Luſts. 

5.. Sin makes Men cruel to themſelves, 
as they wound their own Souls. 

6. Sin runs Men into the greateſt 
Danger, not only in this Life, but of 
periſhing eternally. It is this laſt Head I am 
now to take ſome Notice of. And this 
may be done under the following Parti- 
culars. 

(I.) Sin is the Occaſion of all the AF- 
flictions that befal Men in this Life, both 
in Bodies and Souls----If the People of God 
themſelves ſhall be guilty of Sin, know- 
ingly, the jealous God, who is tender of 
his own Honour, will take Occaſion to ex- 
preſs his Diſlike of Sin, even in the Perſons 
of his dear Children, by proper Chaſtiſe- 
ments. P/al. Ixxxix. 32. If his Children, the 
ſpiritual Seed of David and of Chriſt, for- 
fake my Laws, and wall not in my Con- 
mandments, I will viſit their Tranſereſſions 
with a Rod, and their Iniquities with Stripes. 

While 
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While the God pardoning Iniquity, Tranſ- 
greſſion and Sin, ſhews his Grace to the 
Perſon, he will ſhew his Hatred of Sin it- 
ſclf. Pſal. xcix. 8.—Thou waſt a God that 
forgaveſt them, tho“ thou tookeſt Vengeance of 
their Inventions. Some complain of, and 
inſſt altogether upon their Afflictions, 
their Pains, their Loſſes and Diſappoint- 
ments: But it may be high Time to look 
into their Hearts and Lives: ſay not fo 
much what you fuffer ; but what have 1 
done? Is Affliction bitter? Sin ſhould: be 
more bitter, . . 
(2.) As the Bodies of Men are in Danger 
by the Diſtemper of the Plague, fo are the 
Souls and Bodies of Men by the Practice of 
Sin. And therefore Sin is called, nat with- 
out juſt Reaſon, the Plague of the Heart; For 
Sin is more deſtructive to the Soul, than 
ever the Plague was to the Bodies of Men: 
The Plague has Slain its thouſands, but Sin 
has ſlain its ten thauſands: The Plague 
has ſent many Bodies to the Grave, but Sin 
ſends many more, both Bodies and Souls to 
the loweſt Hell. It is a Mercy to be hum- 
bly ſenſible of it: For that's one good ſtep 
towards the Soul's Healing: For none but 
ſenſible Sinners will look to Jeſus Chriſt, the 
great Phyſician of Souls for Healing. An 
humbling Senſe of Guilt and Defilement of 
Sin, and of the Corruption of Nature. is 
called ſeeing or knowing the Plague of 
the Heart, 1 Kings viii, 38. What ag 
: | an 
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and Supplication ſoever be made by any Man, 
or by all the People of Iſrael, which ſhall know, 
every Man, the Plague of his own Heart, then 
bear in Heaven, thy Dwelling- Place, and for- 
give. Sin may well be called the Plague: 
For it carries moſt dangerous Infection, and 
moſt fatal Contagion in it. And every Man 
by Nature has this Plague in his Heart; tho? 
he does not know it, *till God gives him a 
ſpiricual Underſtanding ;- and leads him, 
mto his own Heart, the Way that he had not 


as drink down this deadly Polſon of Sin, 
with Pleaſure and Greedineſs ! 


greateſt Danger, as it expoſes them to judi- 
cial Hardneſs of Heart ;, that is, to fin with- 


Pitch of Hardneſs, Fer. vi. 15. MWere 
they aſhamed when they had committed Iniqui- 
ty? Nay, they were not at all aſhamed; nei- 
ther cauld they bluſh. That's a certain Proof 
of an Heart of Stone, and of a ſeared Con- 
ſcience, that are hardened ſo as that hey can- 
not ceaſe from Sin. 2, Pet. ii. 14. That's a 
molt dangerous and dreadful State and Con- 
dition, when the Love to Sin is ſo ſtrong 
that they cannot ceaſe from the Practice of it. 
Sin reigns in their Hearts, and they love it 
as their Lives. They venture the eternal 
Loſs of Soul and Body, rather than part 
with a beloved Sin. It is dear as the right 
Hand; they cannot cut it off; and as their 
right 


known — How little is this believed by ſuch 
(3.) Practice of Sin runs Men into the 


out Fear or Shame. _ You read of ſuch a 
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& right Eye; they cannot pluck it out: So 

th that ſuch as live long in the Practice of Sin, 

” are in the greateſt Danger of dying in their 

3 Sins, and of lying eternally under the Wa- 

> ges of Sin. | 1 
1 (4.) Sin expoſes the Sinner to the greateſt tk 
0 Danger, as, by Sin, they enter into a War a- 1 
; gainſt the Lord of Hoſts; and that's a moſt 
f unequal Match. Sinners ſhould conſider 

2 what they do; whether they ſhall be able 

x to make their Part good againſt Almighty 


Power; as the Advice is given them. Luke. 
, xiv. 31. What King going to make War a- 
7 gainſt another King, ſitteth not down firſt and 
. conſulteth whether he be able, with ten thous 
y ſand, to meet bim that cometh againſt him with 
; {wenty thouſand? And if he think he is not 
4 a ſufficient Match for him, what ſhould he 
4 do then? Mpile the other is a great way off, 
. be ſendeth an Ambaſſage and deſireth Conditions 
of Peace. It were better for us that all the 
Armies of the Earth were againſt us, than 
to have the Lord of Hoſts againſt us. If 
God be for us, who can be againſt us? But if 
God is againſt us,. who can uphold us? So- 
| lomon ſays, there is a King againſt whom 
there is no riſing up. He means an earthly 
| King. His Wrath is as the roaring of a Lion: 
That's terrible and dreadful: But be ſure 
there is no riſing up againſt the King of 
Kings, the Lord of Hoſts. That would 
be ſetting Briars and T horns againſt the de- 
vouring Fire. Heb. xii. 29. Our God is a 
| conſuming 
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conſuming Fire. Not to his own People, 
whoſe God he is, by Covenant; but to im- 
penitent Sinners, who are but dried Stub- 
ble. Therefore the Queſtion is put to ſuch 
as would contend with the Almighty; 
Jai. xxvii. 4. — bo would ſet the Briars 
and Thorns againſt me in Battle? 1 would go 
thro* them, I would burn them together. What 
muſt Sinners do for their own Safety? Not 
reſiſt the Almighty Power of God; but en- 
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gage his Power on their ſide, and then they ed, 
are ſafe from Danger. And ſo it is preſcri- able 
bed in the next Words; Let him take hold of [ 
my Strength, that he may make Peace with me, aga 
and he ſhall make Peace with me. Or let him {tra 
apply to, and receive and reſt. upon Jefus anc 
Chriſt, and the Merits and. Righteouſneſs Tr 
of him, whom God the. Father has made uſe 
ſtrong for himſelf, and who is the Peace- | 
Maker between God and Men, and he ſhall ly 
obtain Peace with God: For the Mercy it- ſec 
ſelf and the comfortable Knowledge of it, ſin 
are both obtained thro* our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. me 
Rom. v. 1. Being juſtified by Faith, wwe have in 
Peace with God thro our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. cot 
(5.) Sin expoles the impenitent Sinner to £01 
the greateſt Danger; as by living in Sin, 
they treaſure up Wrath againſt the Day of ed 
Wrath, and Revelation of the righteous Fudg- Fl 
ment of God, who ſhall render to every one ac- th 
cording to his Works. Rom. ii. 5, Let us Va 
ſtay our Thoughts here, a little, in obſerv- ful 


ing two or three Expreſſions, in this Text. 
: [1.] That 


. III. . 4 17 N EE (> 1 2. | 
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[I.] That there is a Dn N Wrath coming, 
that will ſurely overtake all impenitent Sin- 
ners; it is coming, it is haſtening on, and 
God only knows how near you may be to 

that awful Day. It haſtens as faſt as Death 
approaches; and that is, as faſt as Day and 
Night can carry us. 1? is a dreadful thing to 
fall into the Hands of the living God. Heb. 
x. 31, The Wrath of God is moſt dread- 
ful, as it is eternal. Mark ix. 44. Where 
their Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not quencb- 
ed. It is everlaſting Burnings; it is unquench. 


able Fire. 


[2.] Impenitent Sinners treaſure up Wrath 
againſt the Day of Wrath. That ſcemsa very 
ſtrange Expreſſion. To treaſure up Guilt 
and Puniſhment of Sin is a ſtrange ſort of 
Treaſure : But this Expreſſion is very fitiy 
uſcd, for ſeveral Reaſons. 

{1, Becauſe thoſe that love Sin, common- 
ly conceal and hide their Sins, and keep them 
ſecret, as Men do their Treaſures. If any 
lin openly, without Shame, they are the 
more hardened in their Courſes of Sin, and 
in the greater Danger of periſhing; He that 
covereth his Sins, ſhall not proſper ; but he that 
confeſſeth and for/aketh them ſbali find Mercy. 

(2. Sin is called a Trea/are, becauſe wick- 
ed Men are commonly as fender and care- 
ful of their beloved Sins, as Men are of 
their Treaſures. Men will part with many 
valuable things, rather than their Trea- 
fures Wicked Men had rather ven- 

ture 
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ture the eternal Loſs of Body Td Soul, | 


than part with their beloved Sins. 

[3. Impenitent Sinners love and delight in 
their Sins, as Men do in their Treaſures; 
Men love to look on, to think and ſpeak 
of their Treaſures; ſo do wicked Men of 
their Sins. 

4. Impenitent Sinners add Sin to Sin; 
as Men add td their Treaſures. The more 
Men have of Earthly Treafures, the more 
they crave; ſo they that love Sin would 
commit more Evil than they do, were they 
not reſtrained by divine Providence; thus 


God hedges up their Way with Thorns, that 


they n not find their Path, to fin agua 
God. 

[3.] Thoſe that live in Sin, with Love 
and Allowance, treaſure up Wrath ; they 
pile up Fuel for their own Burning. O 
that impenitent Sinners would believe it, 
and ſeriouſly think of it; and ſay within 
themſelves, what am I doing? By every 
Sin that I commit, with Allowance and 
Delight, Iadd to the Pile of Fuel, for my 
own eternal Conflagration. 

[4.] To freaſure up Wrath is an undoubt- 
ed Argument of an hard Heart; ſo the Ex- 
preſſion is; After thy hard and impenitent 
Heart, treaſureſt up Wrath, Here's Cruelty 
to a Man's own Soul and Body. It were 
bad enough for one Creature to be cruel 
to another; but for a Man to be cruel to 


Pity 


himſelf, is very ſtrange, and calls for the 


Ir 
V 
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Pity of ſuch as can- ſee into the Evil and 
Danger of it. O Sinner, wilt thou be cru- 
el to thy ſelf! To thy own Soul! It were 
cruel enough if thou ſhouldſt work hard in 
piling up Faggots and Billets for the Burn- 
ing of thy Body tb Aſhes; but how cruel 
is it to make Proviſion for the everlaſting 


Burnings af Soul and Body, in the loweſt : 


Hell. Let me intreat you to. conſider that 
Scripture, Fob xxxvi. 18, 19. , Becauſe 
there is Wrath, beware leſt he take the a- 
way With a ſtroke — T here is Wrath Where 
is Wrath? I anſwer, in the Breaſt of injured 
Majeſty; and in the Revelation of the 
Word of God; and in the Place of the 
Damned. O beware leſt he take thee away 
in thy Sins, and carry. thee to reap the 
Wages of thy Sins—Then aſk thy Soul, be- 
fore it is too late, as God himſelf in great 
Condeſcention, has taught thee*.o do, Ezek. 


Xxii, 14. Can thy Heart endure, or can thine 


Hands be ſtrong, in the Days that TI ſhall deal 
with thee? I the Lord have ſpoken it, and 1 
will do it. There is a Day coming when 
God himſelf will deal with impenitent Sin- 
ners; not as he does now, by his Long ſuf- 
fering and Patience; and by the Miniſtry 


of the Goſpel; and on a Throne of Grace, 


praying, be*eeching Sinners, by his Am- 
baſſadors, to be reconciled; and offering a 
free Pardon to returning Penitents But 
there is a Day coming wherein God will deal 
with impenitent Sinners at another —_ 

than 
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than he does now; that is, as a Jun 
Judge at his awful Tribunal. Now thy 
Heart is ſo hard, that thou canſt endure 
the Reproofs of the Word; thou canſt 
brave it out againſt divine Warnings; thou 
canſt endure the Convictions of thy own 
Conſcience, thon canſt endure all the Coun- 
ſels and Advice of thy Friends; but the 
Queſtion is, Will thy Heart endure in the 
Day of Death, or in the Day of Judgment? 
for God will bring thee and every Work 
into Judgment, with every ſecret thing; 
not only thy wicked Actions and Words, 
but thy allowed ſinful Thoughts, Deſires 
and Deſigns. 

[5] The Wrath of God, that will over- 
take impenitent Sinners, at the great Day, 
will be dreadful, but it will be 7 and 
rigbtec :s: * So this Text informs us, that 
it will be de Revelation of the righteous 
Judgment of God. The Judge of all the 
Earth will do right: But what is here hint- 
ed at, is, that tho* the Judgment of God 
even now, is juſt and righteous, yet it does 
not always openly appear to all Men; but, 
at that Day, the Juſtice of God will be re- 
vealed: Heaven and Earth will behold it; 
and tho' the Wages of Sin will be intolera- 
ble and inexpreſſible, yet it will be no more 
than what Men deſerve for their Sins. The 
awful and irrevocable Sentence of the Judge 
of all the Earth will be nothing but the 


Retaliation of their own Language and Prac- 


tice; their Puniſhment will be of the fame 
Nature 


— 
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Nature with their Sins. Let us hear the 
Charge of the juſt Judge himſelf. Prov. i. 
2 4—Becauſe 1 bave called, by my Miniſters, 
in preaching the Goſpel, and ye refuſed, I 
. ſtretehed out my hand, with the golden 
Scepter of the'Goſpel- Tender, and na Man 
regardeth, ſo as to credit the Word and to 
turn from Sin to God, but ye have ſet at 
nought all my Counſels, and would have none 
of my Reged All the Labour of Miniſters 
was loſt upo you. Now obſerve the juſt Re- 
taliation, and theJuſtice of God in Judgment. 
I alſo will laugh dt your Calamity, I will mock 
when your Fear cometh, when Diſtreſs and An- 
guiſ come upon you. Then ſhall they call upon 
me, but 1 will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me 
early, but they ſhall not find me: Becauſe they 
4 hated Kerala and did not chooſe the Fear if 
t the Lord. They would none of my Counſel; 
s they deſpiſed all my Reproof: Therefore ſhall 
e they eat of the Fruit of their own Way, and 
- be filled with their own Devices. 
4 Having given you the Words of that 
8 
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awful Text, I ſhall now give you a few Re- 
—_— upon it. 


. Theſe Words preſent us with the 


; great Condeſcention of God towards Sin- 
— ners in general: God not only bears with 
e impenitent Sinners, for a while, but all the 
E while he preſerves them in Life, he alſo 
e gives them frequent Warnings; he adviſes 
[= them to put a ſtop to their Courſes of Sin, 
on and to turn from it to God, This is aſſerted 
e L | in 
E 
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firetched out my Hand : I have warned and 
reproved; I have given needful Counſel 
and Advice, ſuch as tended to their preſent 
and future Happineſs. 

[2. Obſerve what Treatment impenitent 
Sinners give to the Patience and Long: ſuf- 
fering of God; how deſperately wicked 
they are, how hardened in their Sins; they 
refuſe the gracious repeated Calls of God. 
T called, ſays God, and ye refuſed. And 
they diſregarded the Operation of his 
Hands. I ftretched out my Hands, and no 
Man regarded. I gave the Means of divine 
Knowledge, but they hated Knowledge ; they 
did not chuſe to know God and his Will; 
they deſired not the Knowledge of his 
Ways; and they are void of Fear of Dan- 
ger, and they reject the Fear of Religion. 
They did not chuſe the Fear of the Lord. 
And they deviſe Ways of ſinning againſt the 
Lord : that's the very Height of Wicked- 
neſs; they contrive how to commit Sin, 
and then how to cover it. 

[2. The Day of Death and Judgment 


3 Puniſhment of their Sins will be very 
nl dreadful, and yet it will be juſt and equal. 
It will be Deſtruction both in Soul and Bo- 
dy; Deſtruction ſhall come upon them, And 
the Deſtruction will be eternal, unavoid- 


tended with great Diſtreſs, Anguiſh and 
Deſpair, 


N N 
in theſe Expreſſions; I have called, I have 


will overtake impenitent Sinners; and the 


able and irrecoverable. And it will be at- 
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| Deſpair, ſeeing no poſſible Way of Eſcape. 


Rom. ii. 8. God will render to every one ac- 
cording to their Works z to them that are con- 
tentious, and do not obey the Truth, but obey 


_ Unrighteouſneſs, Indignation and Wrath, Tribu- 


lation and Anguiſb upon every Soul of Man that 
doth evil, with Love and Delight. And 
their Miſery will come with ſurprize, at an 
Hour that they think not ; ſo ſays the Text, 
in two Expreſſions; it ſhall come as a Flood, 
bearing down all before it, there ſhall be 
no Eſcape : The Power of wicked Men will 
be no Defence againſt Almighty Power ; 
and their Worldly Riches will not profit 
them in the Day of Wrath, and righteous 
Judgment of God. And their Deſtruction 
ſhall come as a Whirl-wind, to drive away 
the Sinner, as Chaff before the Wind. So 
ſhall the Wicked be driven away in his 
Wrath. P/al. i. 3, 4. The wicked are like 
the Chaff, which the Wind driveth away z there- 
fore the Ungodly ſhall not ſtand in the Fuagment ; 
nor Sinners in the Congregation of the Righteous, 

[4. The Puniſhment of impenitent Sin- 
ners will bejuſt: For ſhall not the Judge of 
all the Earth do right? 

Now let us view the Juſtice of their 
Puniſhment, in a few Particulars — The 
time was when God called to them, and they 
refuſed; and the time ſha]l come when they 
ſhall call upon God, and he will not hear 
them. They did not ſeek him when he 
might be found. Tſai. lv. 6. They did not 
begin to ſeek till the Door was ſhut ; till 
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Goſpel Ordinances were at an End; nor did 
they ſeek then, out of Love to the Work, 
or Deſire of God or of Grace; but only to 
be ſaved from Miſery, And their Puniſh- 
ment ſhall be like their Sins; as they count- 
ed the Practice of Sin pleaſant as their 
Food; ſo now they ſhall eat of the Fruit of 
their Doings, and that ſhall be Gall and 
Wormwood. They deviſed Ways of ſin— 
ning againſt God ; and now they ſhall be fil- 
led with their own Devices. They delight- 
ed to do the Work of Sin, and now they 
ſhall have the Wages of Sin. They reject- 
ed the Government of Chriſt, and now they 
ſhall be ſlain before him. They rejected 
him, and he will reje&t them. They bid 
God depart from them ; 'and he will bid 
them depart from him. Theſe made a 
Mock at ftrict Piety, and then God will 
mock when their Fear cometh, This was 
the Occaſion of that Warning to impenitent 
Sinners, not to mock at the People of God, 
and at the Work of Chriſtians; calling the 
Duty of Preaching and Prayer, by the 
Name of Canting and Whining. Now 
ſee what God ſays to ſuch wicked Perſecu- 
tors; Jai. xxvill. 22. Now, therefore, be ye 
not Mockers leſt your Bands be made ſtrong. 
Impenitent Sinners are fearleſs now, but 
their Fears will come upon them. They put 
far away the evil Day ; but as the Hand- 
Writing upon the Wall made the wicked 
King to tremble, and his Heart faint, and his 
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Knees ſmite one againſt another; ſo will it 

be with the ſtouteſt Sinner, in the great 
Day. And tho' ſome of theſe may endea- 
vour to hide their Sins, by a Cloak of a 
common Profeſſion, their Form of Godli- 
neſs will never ſecure them from the Wrath 
of God. Lai. xxxitl. 14. The Sinners in 
Sion are afraid; Fearfulneſs hath ſurprized the 
Hypocrite : Who among us ſhall dwell with the 
devouring Fire? Who among us ſhall dwell 
with everlaſting Burnings? Not the impeni- 
tent Sinner, and falſe-hearted Worſhipper ; 
but he that walketh uprightly, that feareth 
God, and eſcheweth Evil. Sin makes Men 
abominable to God, much more when Wor- 
ſhippers ſhall live in Sin; who give their 
Tongue and Lips now and then to Religi- 


on; but give their Hearts and Lives to Sin. 


Nothing makes Men abominable to God 
but Sin; and then, tho' the Sinner were 


- Cloathed with Scarlet, and decked with Gold 


and Silver, and ſeated upon a Throne, yet, 
if Sin reigns in his Heart, and if they love 
and live in Sin, they are abominable in. the 
ſight of God, who is no Reſpecter of Per- 
ſons. 

(6.) Impenitent Sinners expoſe themſelves 
to fall and be caſt in the great Day of Judg- 
ment. P/al. x. 5. The Ungodly hall not 
ſtand in the Day of Fudgment, nor Sinners in 
the Congregation of the Righteous. That is 
impenitent Sinners: Not ſuch as fin thro? In- 
armity, unwillingly; but ſuch as love Sin. 

* 3 P/al. 
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Fſal. v. 5. The fooliſh ſhall not ſtand in thy 
fright, thou hateſt all the Workers of Iniquity. 
Prov. x. 29. The Way of the Lord is Strength 
zo the Upright, but Deſtruction ſhall be to the 
Workers of Iniquity. Impenitent Sinners are 
called upon to conſider what they ſhall do 
in the great Day. 1/ai. x. 3. What will ye do 
in the Day of Viſitation? And in the Deſola- 
tion that ſball come from far? To whom will 
you flee for Help? And where will you leave 
your Glory? Your Riches, your Honour, 
your Sins, your carnal Pleaſures and De- 
lights; and where will you leave your Souls? 
O where will they be lodg'd for Eternity? 
_ Suppoſe the Aſſizes were near, and you your 
{clf were to be tried for Life, what Prepara- 
tion would you make for ſuch an awful Sea- 
ſon? for you may ſuppoſe that if you are 
negligent, it may coſt you your Lite. 

[I.] Would you not examine whether 
your Cauſe was good or bad? And whether 
your Accuſation is juſt or unjuſt? And whe- 
ther you are guilty or not guilty? There 
is not one Soul, of all the Children of Adam, 
that can plead not guilty, or truly ſay I have 
not ſinned, O who can underſtand his Er- 
rors: Who can anſwer for one of a thouſand, 
of all the Charges laid in againſt him, by 
the holy Law of God. 

2.] A prudent Man would think alſo, 
«ho they are that accuſe him; are they Per- 
ſons of known Probity, whoſe Word will go 
far towards my Condemnation? This : = 
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Caſe of every impenitent Sinner. Thy Ac- 
cuſers are the Juſtice of God, whom thou 
haſt injured, and the holy Law of God, which 
thou haſt broken. And thy Indictment is 
for Rebellion againſt the King of Heaven. 

[3-] A prudent Man would conſider allo, , 
who are the Witneſſes againſt him. Are there 
ſubſtantial Evidences of the Fact committed? 
Thus it is with impenitent Sinners. The 
Witneſſes againſt thee, are God and thy own 
Conſcience. Theſe know thy Crimes; and who 
ſhall plead thy Caule or witneſs for thee? 

[4-] A prudent Man would allo conſider, 
Wwho is to 60 his Fudge. So ſhould you: You 
are to be try'd by the Searcher of Hearts 
and the Tryer of the Reins: He exactly 
knows the Merits of the Cauſe; he knows 
the Perfon, and his Manner of Life. And 
he will not be byaſs'd or brib'd ; but will 
paſs Sentence impartially according as the 
Works have been, The Judge of all the 
Earth will do right, | 

Thus I have finiſhed the doctrinal Part 
of the Text. I now proceed to make ſome 
Application, Which 1s to be done under 
theſe three Branches; Firſt, of Inference 
Secondly of Examination; and Thirdly of 
Exhortation. 

Ule 1. By way of WA in ſeveral 
Particulars, 

Is all Sin againſt the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who 1s to be the Judge of the Quick and the 
Dead, ar the great Day of his Appearing? 
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(t.) O how will impenicent Sinners be a- 
ble to look him in the Face, at his coming 


ther, and his own Glory, with all his Holy 
Angels, in flaming Fire, taking Vengeance on 
them that know not Gad, nor obey the Goſpel, 
Then where ſhall the wicked and ungodly 
appear? This 1s that glorious Lord that 
gave you your Being, and upheld you in 
Life, and from whoſe Hand you receiv'd 
every needful Comfort of Life; tho' you 
have ungratefully rebelled againſt him, This 
is he, whoſe gracious Calls you have refuſed 
and whoſe kind Warnings you have ſinned 
againſt; whoſe Authority you have diſpiſed; 
whoſe holy, juſt and good Laws you have 
broken; and whoſe Government you have 
rejected. This is he that told you the Dan- 
ger of Sin, and warned you of the Wrath 
to come, but you would not hear. This is 
that glorious King, of whom you ſaid, Ve 
roill not have this Man to reign over us. 
What can impenitent Sinners expect but 
that he will ſay, Thoſe mine Enemies, that 
would not that I ſhould reign over them, bring 
them fcrth and flay them before me. 

(2.) Do Sinners wrong their own Souls, 
by ſinning againſt Chriſt? See hence, what 
a dangerous Cheat Sin and Satan put upon 
impenitent Sinners. Were they wronged, or 
cheated only of Matters of this Life, that 
Loſs might be made up again: But here 
the Wrong 1s done to their Souls; they are 


cheated 


when he ſhall come in the Glory of his Fa- 
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Grace undertakes to undeceive the Soul. 


cheated in the beſt things, nay they are 


cheated of their own Souls. This is a Loſs 
that can never be made up; unleſs divine 


O how are poor Sinners, ina State of Nature, 
to be pitied and prayed for; they would 
not wrong a Fellow. Creature of the value of 
a Farthing, but they wrong their ownSouls. 
And what reaſon have we to hate all Sin, 
and to put it far away! for if you continue 
in Sin, it will certainly undo you: Thou- 
ſands have been utterly ruin'd at this Trade. 
Sin is of a deadly, deſtructive Nature; it 
is that which has ruin'd the whole human 
Race. That which is ſaid of the Body of 
Iſrael, is true of the Souls of all Men, by 
Sin, Hof. xiii. 9. O Iſael, thou haſt deftroy'd 
thy /elf. Impenitent Sinners are deſtroy'd, 
as they have involved themſelves under 
Guilt, and laid themſelves under Condem- 
nation. Tho? fallen Man has a ſhort Re- 
prieve, and Judgment is not ſpeedily exe- 
cuted, yet he is every Moment in Danger 
of falling into the loweſt Hell. And fallen 
Man 1s deſtroy'd, as the Image of God up- 
on the Soul, conſiſting of Knowledge, 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, is utterly 
defaced. And he is become miſerably 
poor and wretched, and blind and naked; 
and deeply in Debt, and is ſadly diſeaſed, , 
and altogether unfit for any Service accept-- 
able to God or-profitable to himſelf. But 
fallen Man is not only deſtroy'd, but he 
h 3 deſtroy N 
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deſtroy'd himſelf; he has brought all his 
Evils upon his own Head; tho” it may be 
ſaid, truly enough, that Sin and Satan have 
| deftroy'd him; but this alſo is as true, 
that every impenitent Sinner is acceſſary 
to his own Ruin and Deſtruction. And 
their Caſe is ſuch, that no mere Creature, 
in Heaven or Earth, can help and ſave 
them. But there is Help for them in 
Jeſus Chriſt ; God has laid Help upon one 
that 1s mighty, he is able to ſave to the ut- 
termoſt; and it is he that ſays to loſt Sin- 
ners, In me is thine Help. Are poor Sin— 
ners blind and ignorant, and in groſs 
Darkneſs? He can open their Eyes, and 
turn them from Darkneſs to Light. Are 
they miſerably poor, and in Priſon and 
Captivity? He can give them the true 
Riches, and ſet them free from Priſon and 
Bondage. Are they diſeaſed and defiled? 
He can heal and cleanſe them with his 
precious Blood, Are they condemned ? 
He can juſtify them by his Grace, and 
cloath them with his perfect Righteour 
nels, 

(3.) Do Sinners wrong their own Souls? 
We herein ſee a ſad Fruit of the Fall : for 
Sin has made Man fooliſh, ſtupid, brutiſh 
and inconſiderate, vile and baſe in the ſight 
of God. And this is the Condition of every 
one by Sin. So the Apoſtle affirms of him- 
iclt _ others in their State by Nature. 
Tit. itt, 3. Pe ow aka wk were ſometimes fooliſh, 
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diſobedient, deceived, ſerving divers Luſts and 
Pleaſures, living in Malice and Envy, hateful 
and hating one another, 

[r.] Sin has made Men fooliſh, and 
therein has wrong'd their Souls ; for 
now they can eaſily believe the Father of 
Lies, and the lying Promiſes of Sin, but 
cannot credit the Word of God that can- 
not lie; particularly in this ſad Truth, 
that by Sin, Men wrong their own Souls; 
but Sin has made them fooliſh, as they 
are ignorant of thoſe things that are moſt 
neceſſary to be known, yet think them- * 
ſelves wiſe, when they know nothing as 
they ought to know. They eſteem them» 
ſelves rich, while they are poor and miſe- 
rable. They are ignorant of God and of 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom to know is Life eter- 


chooſe him; and had they known Jeſus 
Chriſt, they would deſire to win Chriſt- 
and be found in him. And they are Strangers 
to the Covenant of Grace; or elſe they 
would lay hold of it, and its ſure Mercies, 
as the beſt Portion. And they are Stran- 
gers to any ſpecial Werk of divine Grace 
upon their Souls : They ſet an high Value 
upon things of little Worth, and under- 
value things of greateſt Importance. Sin 
and Satan ſuffer Men to do nothing in its 
proper Seaſon ; they fleep in Harveſt, they 
work not while it is Day, they ſatisfy them» 
lelves with an empty Title, without an 

| Eitate 


\ Impenitent Sr. 


. ; a Name to live, and Notions of 
the Goſpel, without the Power, Savour 
and transforming Virtue of it. They build 
their Houſe upon the Sand; they found 
their Hope of Heaven upon their own 
imperfect Works. And they ſet up a 
Trade that has ruined its thouſands, Sin- 
ners are unwiſe, as they chooſe the Com- 
pany of ſuch as are to be deſtroy'd, and 
take a direct Courſe to be deſtroy'd with 
them. Prov. xiii. 20. A Companion of Tools 
Hall be deſtroy' d. That is, with utter De- 
ſtruction Gn the Preſence of the Lord. 
Pal. ix. 17. The wicked ſhall be turned into 
Hell, with all that forget God. And impe- 
| nitent Sinners are fooliſh, as they are not 
careful to avoid the greateſt Danger, and 
they ſuffer their Souls to ſtarve in the 
midſt of Plenty, for that's their Caſe un- 
der the Goſpel-Miniſtry.—It will be fad for 
them that periſh for lack of Viſion, but it 
will* be more dreadful for thoſe that periſh 
under the Light of the Goſpel, that ſtarve 
ro Death at a rich Table, where all things 
are ready, And they are fooliſh, as they 
look on themſelves, as well adorned, when 
they are naked, or cover'd with filthy 
Rags. And they hope to poſſeſs the In- 
heritance of the Kingdom of Heaven, tho' 
they have neither Title to it, nor Meet- 
neſs for it. And Sin makes Men fooliſh, 
as it teaches them to hide their Sins from 
the Eyes of Men, but to forget, or not 
| believe, 
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believe, that the Eye of God is upon 
them. 1 
[2.] Sin has made Mag ſtupid, brutiſh 
and inconſiderate; they conſider not the 
great Ends of their Creation, they never 
think to any good Purpoſe, why did infi- 
nite Wiſdom make a reaſonable Creature; 
was it to live as a Brute, only to eat and 
drink, and ſpend his Time without Care 
and Thought of what is paſt, or what is to 
come, or without Conlideration of his 
Maker, or how he may glorify and enjoy 
him? Fallen Man ſeldom conſiders who 
upholds him, and provides for him. Here- 
in the very brute Creatures may reprove 
him. Iſai. i. 3. The Ox knoweth his Owner, 
and the Aſs his Maſter's Cribs but Iſrael doth 
not know, my People doth not conſider. But 
inſtead of owning the Hand that feeds 
them, they are rebelling againſt his Good- 
neſs. As it 1s charged upon them in the 
ſame Place, Ver. 2. Hear, O Heavens, and 
give Ear, O Earth : for the Lord bath fpoken, 
1 have nouriſhed and brought up Children, 
and they have rebelled againſt me. And theſe 
are brutiſh, as they conſider not the Ten- 
dency of their preſent Practice, or ſay, in 
their Hearts, What will be the End hereof? 
Sin will not ſuffer Men to give good heed 
to the Voice of God, either in his Word 
or Providences. 
[3.] And Sin has made Men vile and 
baſe, in the ſight of God, Men are not 


ſo, 
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ſo, as they are poor, or as they are affſict. 


ed, or perſecuted, or in Priſon, or Cap- 
tivity ; but becauſe they are wicked, As 
nothing but Grace makes Men honourable 
in the ſight of God, ſo nothing makes 
Men vile and baſe, in the ſight of God, 
but Sin ; thus poor Man is become viler 
than the Beaſts that periſh. 

(4.) Do Men wrong their own Souls by 
Sin? See hence the Reaſon why they are 
called upon to watch and pray, that they 
enter not into Temptation; and the ſame 
Expreſſion offers a ſtrong Reaſon why every 
one ſhould reform their Lives, and break 
off from their old Courſes of Sin, and for- 
ſake their ſinful Companions, They that 
are wiſe. will be careful to abſtain from 
their own Sins, as well as from others, 
Pfal. xviii. 23. J kept myſelf from mine Ini- 
. quity., And ſo we are charged to do, Heb. 
xii. 2. To lay aſide every Weight, and the Sin 
that doth ſo eaſily beſet us. 

+ SW (4 — that ſin againſt Chriſt, 
wrong their own Souls; what are they do- 
ing, that endeavour to draw others into 
Sin? for theſe not only wrong their own 
Souls, but the Souls of others; and thus 
they bring double Guilt upon their own 
Souls, Do you endeavour to draw others 
into Sin? Is this thy Kindneſs to thy Friend ? 
to drag him on to everlaſting — f 
To make his Heart hard, and his Chains 
heavy? You would not deal with their 

Bodies, 
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Bodies, as you do by their Souls ; for you 
put them into moſt crue] Hands, you 
wound their Souls. You give them dead- 
ly Poiſon. But this is not all the Miſchief 
of this Practice; for, by the ſame Means, 
you increaſe your oWn Guilt ;. if you draw 
others into Sin, that's thy own Sin and 
others too. Sinner, thou muſt anſwer for 
thy own Sins, and haſt thou not enough to 
anſwer for without the Guilt of theirs ? Thy 
own Load, unrepented of, will be too 
heavy for thee ; but wilt thou load thy 
ſelf with the Sins of others too? 

(6.) If Men, by Sin, wrong their own 
Souls; what a Mercy is it that Jeſus Chriſt 
came to call to, and warn Sinners, by the 
Miniſtry of his Word. He came to call 
Sinners to Repentance; and to ſeek and 
to ſave that which was loſt. 1 Tim. i. 15. 
This ts a faithful Saying, and worthy of all 
Acceptation, that Feſus Chriſt came int» the 
World to ſave Sinners, And by the Goſpel, 
he calls to delaying Sinners, ſuch as have 
ſtood all the Day idle; and he bids them 
go and work in his Vineyard: And argues 
the Caſe with them, Why ſtand ye here 
all the Day idle? This is unaccountable 
and inexcuſable. And he calls them, alſo, 
who have nothing to bring, but Souls full 
of Sin and Miſery, Guilt, Defilement and 
Poverty; and encourages them to look 
and come to him for all they want; and 
he tells them that all chings are gs 
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and that there is free Acceſs for the very 
chief of Sinners; whoſoever will may come, 
and him that cometh, he will in no wiſe 
caſt out. And he calls hungry, thirſty 
Souls to come and take the Water of Life; 
that is, Jeſus Chriſt and his Benefits. If no- 
thing will ſatisfy thee but Jeſus Chriſt and 
his Grace, we are commanded to tell 
you that Jeſus Chriſt invites you. Be of 
good Cheer, ariſe and come; for behold, 

he calleth thee. O what a Mercy is the 
Goſpel and the Miniftry of it! Hereby 
2 are told the Nature and Tendency 
of Sin, how diſpleaſing it is to God, and 
how hurtful to themſelves and others. 
This will juſtify the Judge of all the Earth, 
at. the great Day, when he ſhall paſs a 
final and irrevocable Sentence upon im— 
penitent Sinners; in that he gave them re- 
peated Warnings, and they would not 
take it; and he gave them a Space of Re- 
pentance, and they repented not. —And 
this, alſo, will juſtify the Miniſters of the 
Goſpel in the frequent Warnings that 
they give to impenitent Sinners : They 
do it, that: they may be faithful to God 
and your Souls: And from a Senſe of 
the Worth of your Souls, and the Danger 
they are in. 2 Cor. v. 11. Knowing, there- 
fore, the Terror of the Lord, we perſuade 
Men. — Our Work is to put you in mind, 

that the all-ſeeing Eye of God is upon 
you, wherever you are, and whatever you 


are 
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are doing: Job xxxiv. 22. -There is na 
Darkneſs or Shadoto of Death, where the 
Workers of Iniquity may hide themſelves. 
Heb. iv. 13. Neither is there any Creature 
that is not manifeſt in his Sight ; for all 
things are naked and opened to the Eyes of 
him, with whom we have to do. And we 
are charg'd to call upon you, to turn from 
Sin to God; to ceale to do evil and learn 
to do well; and to inform you, what you 
may expect upon your Repentance; that 
Jeſus Chriſt will receive you; he will par- 
don your Sins, cloath and cleanſe your 
Souls; he will heal all Diſeaſes, and give 
you the true Riches, O what a Mercy is 
the ſtanding Miniſtry, to warn Sinners both 
of their Danger and their Duty ! O that 
we could but fee more of the deſirable 
Fruits of our Prayers and Preaching, and 
of your Hearing. God has intruſted you 
with a Goſpel-Miniftry for many Years 3 
one faithful Miniſter after another; but 1 
muſt tell you, that ſo many Miniſters as 
God has taken from you, ſo many are 
gone to return an Account to their great 
Lord, not only of the Diſcharge of their 
Stewardſhip, and to fay, Lord, it is done 
as thou halt commanded us; but to give an 
Account, alſo, of your Behaviour, under 
their Miniſtry. And the Time is haſtening, 
when I muſt follow them. And now, be- 
fore I go, I would ſay to you, as the 
Prophet did to David, What Anſwer fhall 

| J return 
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1 return to him that ſent me with the Meſſage 
of the Goſpel to you? Shall I be forced to 
ſay, Lord, I gave, to Sinners, frequent 
Warning of the Nature and Danger of 
| Sin, and of the Neceflity of Reforma- 
1 tion and of Repentance towards God. I 
[ have called and intreated them, in the 
Name of Chriſt, to forſake their Sins; but 
there are ſome that hate to be reformed. 
And I have ſhewn them how precious 
Jeſus Chriſt is, and the Neceſſity of an 
Intereſt in him; but there are ſome that 
fee no Beauty in him, for which he ſhould 
be deſired. And I have often told them 
of the Neceſſity of Holineſs, in order to 
obtain eternal Life; that without Holineſs 
no Man fhall fee the Lord; but there are 
ſome that give no Credit to this great 
Truth, and their Life declares it. 

(7.) If Men wrong their own Souls, by 
Sin, what are impenitent Sinners now do- 
ing, that run the Venture of the eternal 
Loſs of Soul and Body, to gratify one 
beloved Luſt! Something like David's 
Men. 2 Sam. xxili. 15, 16. David longed 
and ſaid, O that one would give me drink of 
the Water of the Well of Bethlehem, which 
is by the Gate! And the three mighty Men 
brake thro the Hoſt of the Philiſtines, and 
drew Water out of the Well —and brought il 
to David: nevertheleſs, he would not drink of 
it, but poured it out before the Lord; and 
be ſaid, Beit far from me, O Lord, that 1 

ſhould 
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ſhould drink of it; is not this Water the 


Blood of the Men that went in jeopardy of 
their Lives? So Sinners break thro* an 
Army of Warnings, and Threatnings, and 
Convictions, and Mercies and Judgments to 
gratify their ſinful Deſires : but as David 
would not drink of the Water, but poured 
it out unto the Lord; for, ſays he, This is 
the Blood of thoſe Men that ventur'd their 
Lives to get it; and ſhould I drink their 
Blood? So may it be ſaid of poor Sinners, 
when they run a moſt deſperate Venture to 
gain their Deſires, by finning againſt God; 


they ſhould ſay, This is the Price of Blood. 


Sinners go in jeopardy of the Loſs of Soul 
and Body, in everlaſting Miſery. That 
will be a dear- bought Pleaſure, a Nome 8 


ſeeming Pleaſure for eternal Torments. 


Therefore, if at any Time, thou haſt pur- 
chaſed thy ſhort-liv'd Pleaſure, with the 
Danger of eternal Pains ; pour out that 
ſtolen Water before the Lord; in humble 
Confeſſion of Sin; and dare not to taſte of 


it; that is, to commit the Sin any more, 


or think of it with Pleaſure, but with Ab- 


-horrence : for it is the Price of Blood. Sin 


is of a deſtructive Nature, and it deſtroys 
two Ways: It deſtroys the Sinner, mert- 
toriouſly, as every Sin, allowed of, de- 
ſerves everlaſting Miſery. And Sin allo 
deſtroys inſtrumentally, as it brings on the 
Reward of Iniquity; for the Wages of Sin 


is Death, Every Act of Sin is a Step to- 
wards 
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wards eternal Deſtruction. O that Sinners 
would believe it, and turn away from it, 
as the greateſt Evil! | 

(8.) If thoſe that fin againſt Chriſt, 
wrong their own Souls; then how much 
better 1s the Service of Chriſt, than the Ser- 
vice of Sin? I have already ſhewn, that Sin 
deceives them; it hardens their Hearts, it 
hinders and marrs their Duties; it is an 
Enemy to their Peace, and it endangers 
the eternal L.ofs of their Souls; ſo that Sin 
is not only unprofitable, but it is hurtful, 
poiſonous, and deſtructive. But the Ser- 
vice of Chriſt carries its Reward with it. 
Pſal. xix. 11. In keeping of his Command- 
ments, there is a great Reward. The Ser- 


vice of Sin is mere Slavery, but the Service 
of Chriſt is perfect Freedom. The Ways of 


Wiſdom are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, und all 
her Paths are Peace, The Yoke of Chriſt 
1s eaſy, and his Burden is light. The Wages 
of Sin is Death and eternal Miſery z and 
Deſtruction from the Preſence of the Lord 
and from the Glory of his Power. But the 
Wages of Chriſt is a Crown of Life, a 


Crown of Righteouſneſs. This ſhews us 
the juſt Reaſon of that needful Charge, 


I Tim. iv. 7, 8 — Exerci/e thy ſelf unto Gods 
lineſs, for Godlineſs is profitable unto all things, 
having Promiſe of the Life that now is, and 


of that which is to come. 


There are three things remarkable in 
theſe Words: 


/ | [1.] That 


\ 


en. "W9 
1.] That Godlineſs ſhould be your 
chief Exerciſe : Exerciſe thy ſelf, make the 
Word of God thy Rule of F aith and Life, 
endeavour to walk with God, to live ſober- 
ly, righteouſly and godly, in this preſent 
evil World, Endeavour to imitate the 
Pattern and Example of Jeſus Chriſt, ſtudy 
Sincerity towards God; make it the chief 
Care of thy Life to have, and maintain, a 
Conſcience void of Offence, both towards 
God and towards Men. Be frequent in 
the Practice of religious Duties ; and be not 
ſlothful in Buſineſs, but fervent in Spirit, 
ſerving the Lord, this is to exerciſe our 
ſelves to Godlinels. 
| 2.] The Reaſons why you ſhould exer- 
ciſe yourſelves to Godlineſs, are four and 
92 weighty Reaſons : 

. Becauſe this Exerciſe, well a” | 
will be very Profitable, 1 Tim. vi. 6. Gods 
lineſs, with Contentment, is great Gain, | 
is ſo to your ſelves, your Relations, 1 
Families, your Neighbours, to the preſent 
Generation, and even to thoſe that are riſing 
up: Religion, where it prevails, in its 
Power, makes Perſons better Relatives, 
better Maſters and Servants, better Huſ- 
bands and Wives, better Parents and 
Children, and better Neighbours: If Pro- 
feſſors are not better Relations than others, 
it is a certain Sign that they have but little 
Grace and much Corruption. 


[2. This 
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(2. This is one End of God's com- 
mitting the Goſpel to us, that we ſhould 


abſtain from Sin, and exerciſe our ſelves to 
Godlineſs. Tit. ii. 11. The Grace of God, 
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that is the Goſpel, hat bringeth Salvation, 


hath appeared to all Men, teaching us, that 
denying Ungodlineſs and worldly Luſts, wwe 
"ſhould live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly, in 
ibis preſent evil World. So that without 
the Exerciſe of Godlineſs, Men fruſtrate 
the Ends of the an and the Miniſtry 
of it. 
3. Wkhout exerciſing your ſelves to 
Godlineſs, Religion will languiſh, and the 
Power of Godlineſs will quickly be loft. 
Religious Duties neglected, will occaſion 
a greater Backwardneſs to them. There is 
no reſtoring of decay'd Piety without this 
Exerciſe. What can be the Occaſion of 
the preſent Decay of the Power of God- 
lineſs, among us? Where muſt the Blame 
be laid, but upon the want of this Exer- 
ciſe of Godlineſs ? For this would be agood 
Means of Growth in Grace, and Increaſe 
of Experience. Do ſome of you meet 
with little of God in his Ordinances ? Be- 
gin to think whence this proceeds, How 
goes Religion in your Families, in your 
Cloſets, and in your own Hearts? Is Reli- 
gion kept in Exerciſe there? If not, it 
will never go well in more publick Ex- 
erciſes of Religion, 


[4+ Without 
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[4. Without the Exerciſe of Godlineſs, 
Profeſſors are never like to ſtand in the 
Day. of Battle, againſt Satan's Tempta- 
tions, and to gain the Victory, againſt a 
powerful and crafty Enemy : If Soldiers 
ſhould ſeldom or never exerciſe them- 
ſelves, till they come into the Field of 
Battle, they would be a very unfit Match 
for, and very ill prepar'd to engage againſt 
powerful and skilful Enemies; and ſc will 
Profeſſors be unskilful in the Work of 
Righteouſneſs, and to reſiſt Temptations, \ 
without this Exerciſe of Godlineſs. | 
[3.] The Gain of Godlineſs lies in the 
Promiſes, and the Souls Intereſt in them. 
Godlineſs is profitable unto all things: 
But wherein conſiſts the Profit of it ? The 
Profit conſiſts in the Soul's Intereſt in the 
Bleſſings of the great and precious Pro- 
miſes of the Covenant of Grace; theſe are 
the Portion of the Godly. Iſai. liv. 17. 
This 1s the Heritage of the Servants of the 
Lord. And there are ſome or other of 
them, that are ſuited to anſwer every Con- 
dition and Work and Tryal of Life; to 
ſhew the Bounty and Goodneſs of God 
to his People, and to make good his faith» 
ful Word. Deut. xxxiii. 23. As thy Day, 
ſo ſhall thy Strength be. Before I diſmiſs 
this Scripture, let me ask you, or rather 
ask your own Souls, whether you believe 
this Doctrine, that Godlineſs is great Gain, 
Moſt certain all Men do not believe it 1 
an 
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and it is as certain, that they 4s wot be. 
lieve it, who do not exerciſe themſelves to 
it. What need have we to pray for the 
Reviving of Godlineſs among us! Never 
was more need of it than now; for we are 
fallen into a Day of great Declenſion, 
Carnality, Contention and Diviſion z a Day, 
wherein Iniquity abounds, and the Love 
of many waxes cold. Miniſters and Peo- 
ple need to pray, as David did, for Help 
from. Heaven, in order to the Gare of ſo 
fatal and dangerous a Diſeaſe. Pſal. xii. f. 
Help, Lord, for the godly Man perifheth. 
Thoſe that were — eminent for Piety 
are taken away, and thoſe that are left 
behind do not fill up their Places: They 
don't quite lay alide their Profeſſion — 
where is the Glory ! O where is the Beauty 
of Holineſs, the Livelineſs, Love, Unity 
and Peace that were enjoy'd, and made 
themſelves viſible, but one Generation 
ſt! Therefore we have need to cry out 
for Help, as David did, Lord, help us, in 
ſtrengthening the things that remain; for 
we are ready to die. Lord, help us, in 
pouring out thy Spirit upon Miniſters and 
People; help in Preaching, and help in 


ſeaſonable and gracious Anſwers. Lord 
help us, in giving Succeſs to the Miniſtry, 


in Converſion of Sinners, and building up 
Believers. Lord, help in giving more 


Livelineſs, 


Hearing; help us in Prayer, and giving 


revive thy Work in the midſt. of the Tears, 
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Livelineſs, more Faith, more Love, more 
Humility, Patience, Meckneſs and Peace. 
Wilt thou not revive us again, that we 
may live in thy Sight, and that we may, 
rejoice in thee ? By whom ſhall Facab ariſe, 
for he is ſmall? 

(9.) If Sin againſt Chriſt is a wrong done 
to a Man's own Soul z what a Mercy have 


they obtain'd, that are brought to hate 


Sin! Once they delighted in it, as others 
now do; but thro? Grace, now they loath 
it; and they even loath themſelves, upon 
the Account of their own Sins. Ezek. 
xxxvi. 31. Then ſhall ye remember your own 
evil Ways, and your Doings that were not 
good, and ſhall loath yourſelves, in your own 


Sight, for your Iniquities, and for your Abo- 


minations, O what a wonderful Change 


does Grace make upon every taved Soul! 


Thoſe that were fooliſh, in their Choice of 
Sin, now are aſſiſted and inclin'd to chooſe 
the good Part that ſhall never be taken 
away from them. And they that were 
tooliſh in their Practice, working hard at 
the Trade of Sin, tho? unprofitable and de- 
ſtructive, now put themſelves under the 
Yoke of Chriſt, and chooſe ſuch things as 
pleaſe him — O what Thanks do they owe 
to the God of Grace, that hath made them 
to differ from many others, and even from 
themſelves, when in a natural Eſtate. This 
every ſaved Soul ſhould remember with 


M Humility 
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Humility and Gratitude, 1 Cor. iv. 7, 
Who maketh thee to differ from another, or 


what haſt thou, that thou haſt not received? 


Think what Return you ſhall make to the 
God of your Mercies, Pſa). cxvi. 12. 
What fhall I render to the Lord for all his 
Benefits towards me? Pſal. ciii. 1, 2. Bleſs 
the Lord, O my Soul ; and all that is within 
me, bleſs his holy Name : Bleſs the Lord, O 
my Soul, and forget not all his Benefits; who 
forgtveth all thine Iniquities, and healeth all 
thy Diſeaſes, and crowneth thee with Loving- 
kindneſs, and tender Mercies. | 
(10.) If Sinners wrong their own Souls, 
how ſhould this draw out our Pity to- 
wards and Prayers for poor Sinners, that 
are Servants, Slaves, Priſoners and Cap- 
tives to Sin and Satan; theſe are cruel to 
their own Souls, and have no Heart to 
pity themſelves. Carry their Caſe to God, 
in Prayer, and ſay, as kind Friends and 
Relations did, in the Days of Chriſt's 
Miniſtry upon Earth; Lord, bade Mercy 
pon us and help us. This would ſhew our 
Love both ro Jeſus Chriſt, and to the 
Souls of thoſe that are ready to perith, and 


be a Means to pluck them as Brands out of 


the Burning; that's the firſt fort of Uſes 
and now I ſhall offer a Word or two, by 
way of Examination. 


Uſe 2. Has Jeſus Chriſt, the faithful Wir⸗ 
neſs, affirmed that Sin is a wrong to a 
Man's own Soul? Then, 


(t.) I ask you, do you indeed believe 
this Truth? Moſt certainly, they do not 
believe it, that continue to live in Sin, and 
delight in it. Did ever a wiſe Man pleaſe 
himſelf with the Thoughts, that he had 
been wronged, robbed, wounded and bruiſed 
by others? Or that he had been carry*d 
to Priſon or into Captivity, and landen 
with Chains and Fetters, or brought into 
Straits and Shame? Or is it a Pleaſure to a 
wiſe Man, to think he has wronged him- 
ſelf, not in a ſmall Matter, but in ſuch an 
Affair as will ruin and utterly undo him? 
Yer ſo unwiſe poor impenitent Sinners are. 
But if any can make a Mock at, or make 
merry with their own, or others Sins z 
ſuch do not yet believe this Truth, that 
Sinners wrong their own Souls. 

(2.) Say to thy ſelf, O my Soul, what 
am I now doing ? Whar ſort "of Trade do 
[ now drive? Am I now wronging of God, 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; his holy Laws, my Gene- 
ration, my Body, and my own Soul ? What 
have I done? And what is like to be the 
End of this preſent Life ? 

(3.) Ask thy own Soul, Is my Nature 
changed ; do I love or hate Sin, as it is 

* againſt 
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againſt God, as well as againſt my own 
Soul? If you hate Sin, you will not ſtudy 
for Ways and Opportunities to commit 
Sin, but will watch againſt it, and be a- 
fraid of falling into it, and pray for Help 
againſt it, and endeavour to ſhun all Ap- 
pearance of Evil. And if you hate Sin, 
you will not ſtudy for Excuſes to cover 
it, that's an Argument of the Deceitful- 
neſs of the Heart; but will confeſs and 
forſake it. Prov. xxviii. 13. He that cover- 
eth his Sins, ſhall not proſper 3 but he that 
tonfeſſeth and forſaketh them ſhall find Mercy. 
If you hate Sin, you will think the better 
of thoſe that faithfully reprove you, and 
take it kindly, Pſal. cxli. 5. Let the righ- 
teous ſmite me, by Chriſtian Reproof, and 
in the Spirit of Meekneſs, it Hall be a 
Kindneſs ; and let him reprove me, it ſhall 
be an excellent Oil, which ſhall not break my 
Head. And if you hate Sin, you will long 
to be ſanctified, and to have the Body of 
Sin weakened. 


Uſe 3. I ſhall now add a few Words by 
way of Exhortation, and ſhall clofe the 
whole. And TI ſhall addreſs myſelf both 
to thole that are in a State of Nature, 
and thoſe that are in a State of Grace. 

1. To thoſe that are in a State of Na- 
ture, And there are ſeveral things, that 
have to leave with them, | 
(.) It 


| 
| 
( 
{ 
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(I.) If by Sin Men wrong their own 
Souls, be perſuaded to conſider this Matter 
calmly, cloſely and ſeriouſly, before it be 
too late: It is a Matter of the higheſt Im- 
portance, as it relates to the eternal Wel- 
fare df the Soul, and as it is a Matter of 
infallible Truth; for God that cannot lie 
has affirmed it: Believe what the faithful 
Witneſs has told you, that Sin is a wrong 
to your own Souls. | 

(2.) In the Name of the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, I now warn, intreat and beſeech 
you to break off from your Courſes of Sin, 
and turn from Sin to the Lord, And nor 
only I, but God himſelf does the ſame, 
by. us. 2 Cor. v. 20, Now then, we are 
Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as the God did be- 
ſeech you, by us Wie pray you in Chriſt's 
ftead, be ye reconciled to God. Should the 
King of England condeſcend to come to 
the Houſe of a Rebel, whom, if he 
pleaſed, he might ſend to Execution ; 
and pray, intreat and beſeech him to ac- 
cept of a free Pardon; and the Criminal 
refuſe his gracious Offer z what Folly would 
it be in the Rebel! And what an Affront 
to his Majeſty ! But when the moſt high 
God condeſcends to rebellious Sinners, to 
offer a free Pardon of alli Sins, and in- 
treats the Sinner to accept of it; the 
Crime of the Refuſal is ſo much the 
greater. O how ſhall they eſcape, that 

M 3 neglect 
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neglect ſo great Salvation! You have run 
a deſperate Venture of the eternal Loſs of 
your Souls, in Time paſt ; but if you now 
reform your Lives, if you now will turn 
and repent, there-is yet Mercy 'for you. 
Wai. lv. 6, 7. Seek the Lord while he may be 

Pound, call ye upon him while he is near. 
Let the Wicked forſake bis Ways, and the 
unrigbteous Man his Thoughts, and let him 
return to the Lord, and be will have Mercy 
en him; and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon : For my Thoughts, in pardon- 
ing Sin, and receiving returning Sinners, 
are not, like, your Thoughts; neither are 
your Ways my Ways, faith the Lord; for as 
the Heavens are higher than the Earth, ſo | 
are my Ways higher than your Ways, and my 
Thoughts than your Thoughts. 
8.) If you would not be eternally un- 
done and Joſt, you muſt not only forſake 
your Sins, but your ſinful Companions, What 
Moſes ſaid to the People of MVael, when 
God was about to deſtfoy a Company of 
Sinners, Numb. xvi. 26. Depart, 1 pray 
you, from the Tents of theſe wicked Men; 
and touch nothing of theirs, leſt ye be con- 
{umed in all their Sins, The Voice of God 
is to you, Come out from among them, and 
be ye ſeparate, and touch not the unclean 
Thing, aud I will receive you, and will be a 
Father unto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and 
| Daugblers, 
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Daughters, faith the Lord Almighty. 2 Cor. 
vi. 17, 18. You have now to do with a 
merciful and gracious God, Exod. xxxiv. 
6, 7. The Lord paſſed by before him, and 
proclaimed, The Lord, the Lord Gad, merciful 
and gracious, long -ſuffering, abundant in Good- 
neſs and Truth, keeping Mercy for Thouſands, 
forgiving Iniquit y and 7 ranſereſſion and Sin — 
Bur in a lictle white you wilt have to do 
with the Fudge of all the Earih. Now he 
holds out his Golden Scepter of Mercy and 
Grace, thro' the Goſpel, to the chief of 
Sinners; but hereafter, he will take his 
Iron Rod into his Hand, and break all im- 
penitent Sinners, with the Weight of his 
almighty Arm. Plal. ii. 9. Thou ſhall break 
them with a Rod of Iron; thou ſhalt daſh them 
in Pieces, as a Potter's Veſſel. 

(4.) It Sin wrongs the Soul, as it expoſes 
the impenitent Sinner to eternal Milery, 
in Soul and Body; then make hajte to put 
Sin far away from you; ze ſrom the Wrath 
to come, Matt. itt. 7, But whither muſt a 
convinced Sinner flee to be ſafe from the 
Wrath of God? Not to himſelf, to truſt 
in his Reformation; not to his Duties and 
good Works, to truſt in them; not to his 
good Meanings and Promiſes : Theſe will 
be but Fig-leaves; not ſufficient to cover 
him : Theſe will be but a ſandy Founda- 
tion; not ſafe to build your Hope of 
Heaven, and eternal Happineſs upon. 
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Neither muſt you flee to your vain, ſin- 
ful Companions ; for they will not be able 
to relieve themſelves, at the great Day ; 
they may ſerve to ſtifle your Convictions, 
at preſent, and-harden their own Hearts 
and .yours ; but theſe will be no Comfort 
to their Fellow-Sinners, when their Souls 
are loſt. This is intimated in that Parable, 
Luke xvi. 27. Then he ſaid, I pray thee 
therefore, Father, that thou wouldſt ſend him 
to my Father's Houſe ; for I have five Bre- 
thren ; that he may teſlify unto them ; leſt 


they alſo come into this Place of Torment. 


And you muſt not fly to the Hurries, 
nor.to the carnal Diverſions of the World ; 
theſe may ſerve to put the Matter out of 
your Thoughts at preſent ; but theſe can- 
not put off the dreadful Seaſon that is co- 


ming: theſe have ſtifled hopeful Con- 


victions, in ſome, and have proved the 
Bane and Ruin' of many, both in Soul 
and Body. Bur if you would flee from 
the Wrath to come, you muſt flee to the 
City of Refuge, to the Mercy of God in 
Cbriſt. Whither ſhould we go; whither 
ſhould a convinced Sinner flee, but to 
Jeſus Chriſt the only Saviour ? We cannot 
flee from God ; he is preſent every where, 
If one Man is angry with another, it may 
be Prudence to flee from one that is 
ſtronger than our ſelves : but if God be 
angry, Whither ſhould a Sinner flee ? 


There's 
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There's no Safaty for a Soul, but by flee- 
ing to God in Chriſt, and throwing it- 
ſelf down at his Feet, and asking for the 
Mercy of a free Pardon. | 

(5.) If Sin is a wrong to the Soul, be 
perſuaded, from this Time, to ſet up a 
better Trade, that which will be more 
gainful, I have hinted at this before, 
Exerciſe thy ſelf unto Godlineſs ; for God- 
lineſs is great Gain. This is the Way to be 
rich for both Worlds. 

(6.) If Sin has befooled you, in Time 
paſt, and ſo has wronged your Souls; 
from hence forth endeavour to act more 
wiſely: Do now as you will wiſh you had 
done, when the Hour of Death is ap- 
proaching, or as you think you ſhall do 
at that Seaſon. How will you employ 
your ſelves then? Will it not be in ear» 
neſt Prayer to God for the Change of the 
Soul, and for the Pardon of Sin, and 
for the Evidence of it to the Soul? And 
that you might not go out. of the World 
without an Intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, and 
ſpecial Grace ; an Intereſt in the Love of 
Chriſt and the Light of his Countenance ? 
Let theſe things be the Matter of thy ear- 
neſt Prayer now, while the Throne of 
Grace is open: Behold now is the accepted 
Time, bebold now is the Day of Salvation. 
Have a care of Delays in this great-Con- 

cern : 
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cern: for by that Sin and Folly you will 
harden your Hearts, and become unrapa- 
ble of admitting Convictions; too hard 
to pray; unable ro mourn over Sin; and 
unwilling to let it go. Therefore ſpeedily 
ſet about the neceſſary Work of Reforma- 
tion; and pray for the Change of thy 
Soul ; for an Intereſt in Chriſt, and the 
Covenant of Grace, with its great and 
precious Promiſes. The Arms of Jeſus 
Chriſt are now open to receive returning 
Penitents z behold he calleth thee, by the 
Goſpel-Miniſtry ; whoſoever will, let him 
come ; let him take of the Water of Life 
freely. And him that cometh to me, fays 
the willing Saviour, TI will in no wiſe caſt 
out. Now the Door of Grace ſtands open, 
and every humble willing Soul may find 


free Acceſs to God, through Jeſus Chriſt z 


but at Death, this Door will be ſhut, and 
never opened again to thee, If you die in 
Sin, you muſt for ever lie under the 
Puniſhment of Sin. This is thy only Sea- 
fon of Preparation for another World. It 


thou wouldſt not carry the Guile of thy 


Sins into the other World with thee; for- 
ſake them now; don't put off the Work 
of Reformation till hereafter; that Time 
may never come; or if it does, thy 
Heart may be too hard to confeſs and 
forſake, and mourn over, Sin. Seen the 
Lord 
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Lord while he may be found; call ye upon him 
while he is near; ask the Pardon of thy 
Sins, that have been great and many. Say, 
Lord, pardon my Inigquity, for it is very. 
great; attended with moſt heinous Aggra- 
vations, committed againſt Light and 
Knowledge, Mercies and Judgments, 
Warnings and Advice, and againſt a god- 
ly Example, and religious Education. As 
my Sins have been great, they need the 
Grace of free Forgiveneſs; and it will 
redound to the Praiſe and Glory of free 
Grace, to pardon ſuch a Sinner as I have 
been — In a Word, what think you will be 
your greateſt Trouble in your laſt Hours? 
Will it not be the Remembrance of the 
Follies of thy paſt Life? Thy miſ-ſpent 
Time; thy profaning Sabbaths; thy 
chooſing ſinful Company, thy ſtifling Con- 
victions, thy lighting the Word of God; 
and thy reſtraining Prayer? Then begin to 
think of theſe things now, without any 
further Delay : or elſe, in a little while, 
theſe things may be fruitleſsly bewail'd, but 


no Opportunity ever found to yield Re- 
lief. 


2. One word to thoſe that are ſaved 


from the Guilt and Power of Sin, and 1 
have done ; 


(1.) Be 
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(..) Be very thankful to the God of Grace, 
that has changed thy Nature, and brought 
thee to hate Sin, which once was de- 
Iighted in. O what a Mercy have you, 
that the Guile of Sin is taken away; and 
thy Sins, which were many, are forgiven; 
you ſtand juſtified before God, thro” the 
perfect Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, our 
Surety with God ; ſuch ſhall never come 
into Condemnation, And you have the 
Mercy of Deliverance from the Power and 
Slavery of Sin. You are taken from Pri- 
. fon, from Bondage and Captivity, and 
made free by the Son of God; Sin ſhall 
never more have Dominion over you. 


(2.) Pity and pray for poor Sinners, 


that are wronging their own Souls, and 
take a Pleaſure in it. Endeavour to con- 
vince them of the Danger of Sin, and of 
the Neceſſity of an Intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Grace of his Purchaſe. Thoſe 
that are converted themſelves, ſhould la- 
-bour after the Converſion of others : 
Theſe are beſt prepar'd, and they ſhould 
be always well inclin'd to attempt the 
Converſion and Salvation of others. The 
Heart of David was ſet much upon it, 
and fo ſhould yours. Pal. li. 13. Reſtore 
to me the Foy of thy Salvation, and uphold 
me with thy free Spirit; then will I teach 
Tranſgreſſors thy Ways, and Sinners ſhall be 

converted 


md tr ann << 0Q2 Qt Bhd A 


„ © Wet Aww Hef) AF&5 MD 


rm, VH. Wr e nous. 253 


converted unto thee, Does not the Con- 
dition. of ſome of your Families call for 
it? If it be poſſible, ſnatch them as Brands 
out of the Burning. 

(3.) Endeavour to walk agreeable to the 
Word and Example of Jeſus Chriſt, not 
as Fools, but as wiſe, redeeming the Time, 
becauſe the Days, wherein we live, are 
evil, You were once deceived by Sin 
ſhew, to others, that you are now un- 
deceived, by your Care and Labour to 
abſtain from all Appearance of Evil, Sin 
wronged your own Souls, in Days paſt; 
now follow the Trade of Holineſs well, 
that you may be rich towards God; and 
thus do Juſtice to your own Souls, which 
you had wronged before, by your Sins : 
In the winding up of all things Religion 
and Holineſs will be found to have been 
the moſt profitable Exerciſe; for the 
Crown of Life, and Joy of our Lord, 
and the Reward: of, the Inheritance, the 
Reward of Grace, will infinitely down- 
weigh all our Services for God, and for 
Jeſus Chriſt and his Intereſt and King- 
dom: For if that Kingdom be ſincerely 
ſerved by us, while we are here, the 
Kingdom itſelf will be our own here- 
after. Bleſſed be God {or Jeſus Chriſt 


the Purchaſer, who alſo has given us the 
Earneſt of that Inheritance. O may ka 
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be aſſiſted to labour after more Meet- 
neſs for it, and endeavour to live as the 
undoubted Heirs of it, thro' Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord; to whom be Glory for ever. 
Amen. 
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